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Her chosen stage name was
changed to Bella Delamere before being changed again to Marie
(rhymes with starry) Lloyd which
was the name of a newspaper at that
time, by her agent. She appeared at
many more theatres and at the age
of 17 worked 7pm till midnight and
was a big hit. ‘The Boy I Love is up in
the Gallery’ (her young brother waving a hanky). She married and had a
daughter, Maria Matilda Alice. Her
second baby was sadly stillborn but
she then travelled to America for her
first contract abroad and they loved
her. This was followed by trips to various countries, she divorced, remarried and made lots of money and
lost it on the gee-gees in Australia,
no aeroplanes in those days, a long
sea voyage to get there. She gave
a lot of her wealth away, but sadly
turned down a request for monetary
backing for a new invention from an
Italian called…. Marconi. ‘Oh Mr Porter what a silly girl I am’. South Africa
followed, then Berlin who called her
London’s Leibling.
Marie was the first to record music
for the gramophone, it was all crackly then. In 1906 she finally achieved
respectability by becoming President of the Musical Ladies’ Guild.
She met the man who was to be
her third and final husband, but he
was abusive, her looks faded, he
knocked out her teeth and her next
trip to America was a nightmare as
they refused her entry and sent her
to Ellis Island for a couple of days.
Life for an artiste was not easy, there
was a lot of jealousy and you could
find carbolic acid or broken glass in
your cold cream. They allowed her
to fulfil her contract, but she had to
leave immediately after. When her
second husband died she made the
mistake of marrying her ‘toy boy’
and the violence continued. She entertained the troops during the First
World War ‘Pack up your Troubles’
was one of her popular songs, she
bought an ambulance with her own
money. Sadly when The Royal Command Performance was organised
she was the only famous artiste left
out so, she filled another theatre and
called it ‘By Command of….’. She also
had a big hit with ‘My Old Man said
Follow the Van’ and ‘Bit of the ruin
that Cromwell knocked about a bit’
On 22nd October 1922 she collapsed and died four days later of
cancer at the age of 52.
Phew, what a life she had!
Diane thanked Marie/Rita for a wonderful evening’s entertainment before the audience asked a few questions.
The next meeting on 2nd February
would include a demonstration of
the gentle art of exercise called Chi
Jung, and even if you don’t want to
participate come along to watch.
Happy New Year everyone.

Liz asked if any Scrabble players
would prefer to move the meeting
to an afternoon, after a short discussion it was decided to leave it as is,
next meeting 12th January, 7.30 pm.
As Diane was looking after our
speaker Sue advised that the social
this month would be a ‘Swap Shop’
with members bringing up to five
items of new or nearly new clothes
or jewellery to swap or donate. This
will be held at Wellworthys on 19th
January at 7.30pm. Turn out those
‘mistakes’ bought in the sales and
bring them along, one person’s disaster is another’s dream garment.
Then of course you’ve room for
more!
Hoping for a fair wind and a dry
day the Walking Group met up at
the Smugglers on the 7th January.
Route was Ridgeway/Upwey/New
Road followed by a restorative lunch
at The Ship.
Members were reminded subs were
due by the end of January, however
most members had already paid except for two prominent Committee
members! This would be remedied
at the next coffee morning.
Before the raffle was drawn Sue explained the first prize would be a
£10 voucher towards a meal at The
Ship, Two of these were given to
Diane as the organiser of the WLC
Christmas Lunch and she had kindly
donated them as raffle prizes, the
second would be up for grabs next
month.
Right! Now came the moment we
had all been waiting for... Diane introduced Marie Lloyd, aka Rita Barrington, who would regale us with
her fascinating life story and encourage us to join in singing with her the
well known repertoire of Marie.
Where to start, well a saucy song
made a good beginning and had the
ladies laughing. Marie Lloyd died on
12th October 1922 at the grand old
age of 52. The measure of adulation
was proved by the tears of 100,000
people attending her funeral. Born
in 1870 in Hoxton to her 16 year old
mother and Irish father. Eight families shared the house all following
cottage industries, dressmaker, artificial flowers to trim hats, hatmaker,
hatbox maker, glass engraver, cigar
maker. Her parents had eight more
children, two dying in infancy and
one suffocated in an overcrowded
bed. As Marie grew up she did a variety of jobs, making shoes for babies,
straightening feathers, etc and was
sacked from all of them, she wanted
to be a musical artiste, performing
at the age of 15 at the Eagle Tavern
a most scandalous place where if
they didn’t like you they threw rotten fruit and veg, old boots and even
dead cats. Not at Marie though, they
loved her and she went on to perform in Music Halls to audiences of
700. More songs from Marie/Rita fol- Marianne Piesley
lowed, ’Pop Goes the Weasel’ etc.
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Protection Society

Notes of Bi-Monthly Meeting No.
384 held 7pm Tuesday 13th January 2015.
Wyke Regis Working Men’s Club,
Portland Road.
Contact Georgina Skipper, 01305
761993, g.skipper@btinternet.com
Present,
Richard Price – Chairman
Jean Hamdorff – Secretary
Jim McDowell, Cyril Perren, Eileen
Spooner, Rosemary Lander
Mr Mrs Fitzsimons Jason Blackmore
Wyke Regis Juniors School Council Ellie, Holly, Ellie, Jude, Ellis, Kia
Apologies– Cllr Anne Kenwood,
Margaret Fitzpatrick Georgina Skipper, Cllr Kate Wheller.
Minutes of Meeting
Minutes of meeting 383. A correction. The telephone contact for Mr
Devey to be deleted and the email
address should be used restmoor@
btconnect.com

Wyke Junior School
Five members of the Wyke Junior
School Council for year 5 and 6 attended the meeting. The Society
was presented with a handmade
poster with cards (pictured below)
from the School to thank the Society
for their support in gaining new play
equipment for the Wyke Gardens.
The Secretary told the meeting that
the play equipment was secured
due to the Schools participation and
interest in the Gardens. The juniors
are keen to take on another project
this term. The Secretary will liaise
with the school on this.
Drop-in Centre
The new Hub on Portland Road,
work is still progressing all but slowly.
All Saints Church and Memorial
Hall
There was no update on the repairs
on the Memorial Hall.
Continued on page 14

Peter Bower

Est 1988

Motor Vehicle Repairs Ltd
CAR SALES

52 reg Ford Fiesta 1.25, cheap to run, 3 door, 93,000 miles .......................... £995
52 reg Renault Megane 1.6 16v, Half leather interior, 5 dr hatchback ........ £1195
53 reg Toyota Corolla T3 1.6, super reliable, 1 owner .................................. £1695
02 reg Hyundai Coupe 2.0 Sport, leather interior, 96,000 miles .................. £1895
53 reg Alpha Romeo 147 Lusso 1.6 Twin Spark, full history, 76,000 miles ......£1895
06 reg Vw Passat 2.0 SE, excellent condition, 106,000 miles ...................... £3895
57 reg Vauxhall Astra, 1.9cdti, hard top convertible 103,000 miles ............ £3995
56 reg Ford Fiesta 1.6Tdci Sport, low tax, 55+mpg, 67,000 miles .............. £4195
59 reg Citreon C1 vtr, 1000cc, 5 door, £20 tax, 55+mpg, 41000 miles ........ £4295
59 reg Ford Mondeo saloon 1.6 edge, 1 owner, 56,000 miles .................... £5695
10 reg Ford C-Max 1.6 petrol mpv, privacy glass, 34,000 miles .................. £5895
www.peterbowergarage.co.uk
Free local collection and delivery service
and pre-bookable courtesy car available on request

Tel/Fax: 01305 820835
Unit 15, Tradecroft Industrial Estate
Portland DT5 2LN
www.peterbowergarage.co.uk
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