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ad-libbing and, relishing the chance 
to dress up there were some pretty ex-
travagant costumes.
The panto was followed by a lovely 
finger buffet sharing food brought by 
members and then a game of guess-
ing the identity of each person wear-
ing the name of a well-known charac-
ter on the forehead. Towards the end 
of the party we sang a few well known 
carols together while we were all of-
fered the chance to take from Father 
Christmas’s sack a secret Santa pres-
ent.
Other WI activity due to take place in 
December are the Chatty and Craft 
meetings that take place each Monday 
morning and on the 8th December 
a good number of members will be 
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Local news
Sutton Poyntz Village WI 

December Meeting
The Sutton Poyntz WI held their 
Christmas party in St Andrews 
Church rooms on the first day of 
December. More than forty mem-
bers attended and we were pleased 
to welcome as guests the President 
and one of the members from our 
sister WI group of Overcome WI. 
We were entertained by a very mini-
malist version of a Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs pantomime. A dozen 
members were involved in the pro-
duction, the pantomime having been 
written for a smaller cast meant that 
the addition of an appropriate num-
ber of dwarfs lead to a good deal of 

boarding a coach (all wearing masks!) 
for a day out at Exeter Christmas Mar-
ket.
The January meeting will be held in 
the Church Rooms and will be a Beetle 
drive. From February onwards, all be-
ing well, we will be returning to Mis-
sion Hall.
We hate having to turn potential mem-
bers away but we are at full capacity. 
We have learned though of a new WI 
group starting up in the Chickerell area 
and anyone wanting to join a WI group 
can learn of all groups in the area by 
contacting the Dorset Federation of WI 
groups on 01305 266366. 
Happy New Year!

Sue Davis
President 
Sutton Poyntz Village WI

Preston Area 
Councillor Update
I hope you all had a safe happy 
Christmas and new year.
Your councillor team remain very busy 
dealing with a number of concerns and 
issues. In November/December we de-
livered our latest Newsletter to update 
you all and to encourage you to get 
in touch about any concerns. Two big 
changes took place in 2020 in Preston 
and Sutton Poyntz, Rev Timothy West 
left us to retire and we all wish him the 
best in the New Year and I know that 
Rev Menzies is settling in well into our 
community and has gotten himself 
stuck into many projects. Another big 
change is the retirement of Barbra Cle-
ments from the Preston Road Spa who 
has looked after residents for over 30 
years. I wish her well and thank her for 
all she has done in particular over the 
lockdown period and also wish the 
new operators all the best.
Here are some of things we’ve done 
and are working on
New Sutton Road sign as the fork in 
the road after residents requested it to 
me has now been installed
Had a meeting with First busses new 

manager about the Seven Acres road 
issue and hopefully have solved the 
communication between First and 
Dorset council and we are now look-
ing at yellow lines and other possible 
solutions to this issue so we can finally 
solve this issue. We will of course con-
sult with residents on these possible 
solutions.
-We are also having another meeting 
with First about the general bus ser-
vice in Preston and Sutton Poyntz in 
particular the 4a, Sunday service and 
late night service. 
Potholes along Sutton Road marked 
up for filling and repair
Held discussions with the police about 
a possible drop in session for residents 
to attend
Ran and paid for the ‘Best decorated 
house’ in Preston award giving out 
prizes to three best houses in Preston 
and Sutton Poyntz
Attended the Brunel Drive carol ser-
vice
I would also like to say a big thank you 
to all those groups in our community 
who do so much great work in our area 
for those in need and to bring us all to-
gether.

Cllr Louie O’Leary on behalf of your local 
Councillor team.

From your Parish 
Church in Wyke Regis; 
All Saints and St 
Edmunds churches
All Saints Church on Portland Road, 
Wyke Regis is open for the follow-
ing:- (participants are recommend-
ed to wear facemasks when moving 
around and use hand sanitiser) 
Sundays 9.30 am: Sung Holy Commun-
ion followed by coffee.
Wednesdays 10.30 am Holy Commun-
ion followed by coffee, normally.
All Saints Church is now open for visits 
and private prayer from 10.am to 12 
Noon on Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday. Please call in.
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St Edmunds Church, Lane House Rocks 
Road. 
Sunday 11am Holy Communion Ser-
vice every fortnight alternating with 
Service of the Word led by Lay Minis-
ters.
Tuesdays 5pm – 6pm. A quiet evening 
service with reflections and prayers 
can be shared live, or watched later, 
using the links below.
Wednesdays 1pm - Mother and Tod-
dlers group is held at St Edmund’s 
Church in termtime, with Toddlers 
Praise on the first Wednesday of the 
month.

Livestream
The main parish service continues to 
be livestreamed at 9.30am on Sunday 
Mornings which can access from your 
own home. An order of service is pub-
lished each week so you can join in 
with the hymns and prayers. You can 
connect to the live stream service on 
the following links:

YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/
user/WykeRegisChurch/live
Facebook – https://www.facebook.
com/groups/allsaintswyke/
Parish website - https://www.par-
ishofwykeregis.org.uk/live/

In addition to the livestream service 
the parish also runs a live local news 
programme at 6pm and a quiz at 
7.30pm on Saturdays, these can be ac-
cessed on the same links as above.

If you would like to make contact with 
your local church, we can be contacted 
on 01305 784649.
Email info@parishofwykeregis.org.uk

Family History Meeting
The first meeting of 2022 for the 
South Dorset branch of the Somer-
set & Dorset Family History Society 
will be on Friday 21st January.
Speaking will be popular local histo-
rian Stuart Morris with a talk entitled 
‘The History of Portland Lighthouses’
As usual, the meeting will be at St  
Aldhelm’s Church Centre, Spa Road, 
Radipole, starting with tea or coffee at 
2.55pm followed by the talk.
Admission is £2.

Christmas Treecycle
Weldmar Hospicecare is delighted 
to announce the return of their 
Christmas Treecycle this winter
Weldmar Hospicecare is pleased to an-
nounce that they will once again be 
collecting and recycling real Christmas 
trees from across Dorset in early Janu-
ary 2022. In return for a minimum sug-
gested donation of just £10, trees can 
be collected from home and business 
addresses, between Saturday 8th and 
Monday 10th January.
The initiative is being supported by 
Trinity St. Christmas Trees, whose team 
will be making the collections in Wey-
mouth, Portland, Dorchester, Bland-
ford, Bridport, Sherborne, Shaftesbury 
and Gillingham. 
Weldmar volunteers, including a team 
from Magna Housing, will help with 
collections in Beaminster. 
Fiona Hansford co-ordinates the pro-

ject for Weldmar and says, ‘We’re so 
looking forward to helping the peo-
ple of Dorset with their Christmas tree 
clear up again this year. Every tree 
collected means money raised for the 
end of life care we provide. It’s been a 
challenging time for fundraising over 
the last 18 months so this scheme is 
needed now more than ever.’
Tamzin Hyde from Trinity Street Christ-
mas Trees says, “As a Dorset-based 
family business, we’re proud to be a 
part of the local community. We’ve 
always been pleased to partner with 
Weldmar Hospicecare whenever we 
can, and it’s wonderful to be doing so 
again with Treecycle. 
‘Weldmar do such vital work and the 
Treecycle initiative helps raise thou-
sands of pounds to help them contin-
ue to provide excellent end of life care 
to people in the local area, as well as 
support for their families, so it is some-
thing we are delighted be involved 
with.’
Bookings can be made for a January 
collection of your real Christmas tree 
at weld-hospice.org.uk, or by calling 
the Weldmar Hospicecare fundraising 
team on 01305 261800.
Anyone making a booking should visit 
the Weldmar Hospicecare website for 
more details including the areas cov-
ered by the project.

Twenty Years of 
Fairtrade Communities
Twenty years ago, Garstang in Lan-
cashire was the first town to be 
awarded Fairtrade Town status. 
Since then, Fairtrade Communi-
ties have been leading the fight for 
trade justice. 

Fiona Hansford from Weldmar Hospicecare and Tamzin Hyde from Trinity St. Christ-
mas Trees, launching the Treecycle initiative that will take place in January.

getting local council support and rais-
ing the awareness of Fairtrade in their 
local communities to lobbying MPs 
and the creation of an All-Party Parlia-
mentary Group for Fairtrade.
The idea of Fairtrade communities has 
spread across the world, and they con-
tinue to have impact far beyond the 
borders of the UK. More than 2,000 Fair 
Trade Towns now exist in 30 different 
countries.
In 2004 a small but dedicated group 
of volunteers came together to form 
The Weymouth and Portland Fair-
trade Forum. Their aim was to see Fair-
trade products more widely bought 
and sold, used and recognised in the 
shops, schools, cafes, hotels, churches 
and community groups of Weymouth 
and Portland. Their efforts were re-
warded in March 2006 when Wey-
mouth and Portland received Fair-
trade Zone status. Since then some of 
the businesses have disappeared and 
some of the groups may have forgot-
ten their commitment to use fairtrade 
products but it is good to see many 
businesses in Weymouth and Portland 
proudly displaying the logo to show 
that they are supporting Fairtrade. 
Cafes include Greggs, Stanley’s Coffee 
Shop, the Stone Pier Café and Fish ‘n’ 
Fritz in Weymouth and Quiddles and 
White Stones Art Café on Portland. For 
clothes and gifts there are Bija, Baan 57 
and La Luna that I know of as well as 
us, The Bridge Fair Trade Shop where 
you can also stop for a tea or coffee. 
It would be good to create a directory 
of all businesses or community groups 
supporting Fairtrade so please get in 
touch if you know of any which should 
be included. If you belong to a group 
or workplace where refreshments are 
served, check to see whether fairtrade 
tea and coffee is being used. Most su-
permarkets sell fairtrade tea and cof-
fee so it is an easy switch to make and 
makes a huge impact on the lives of 
the farmers. Individually we can make 
a big difference with very small chang-
es so look for the fairtrade logo when 
you’re shopping or out for coffee.
If you would prefer, or are not able to 
get to the shop, we can be contact-
ed through our Facebook page The 
Bridge Fair Trade Shop or by email at 
thebridgefairtrade@gmail.com to ar-
range collection or delivery.
The Bridge Fair Trade Shop, 24 Trin-
ity Road, Weymouth, DT4 8TJ 01305 

Their campaigning has achieved 
much over the past twenty years, from 

772842.
Opening times are Tuesday – Saturday 
10.00am – 4.00pm.

Trading Standards 
news – Wood fuel
Harmful levels of air pollution can 
damage people’s health and reduce 
their quality of life. We can all be af-
fected by this, but some, especially 
children, older people, and those 
with respiratory problems, can be 
affected most. 
While only 8% of homes use log burn-
ers, they are now the biggest cause of 
a particular type of particulate matter 
smaller than 2.5 microns across. These 
are tiny, generally the human eye can 
see debris and dust that are only ap-
proximately 25 microns in size. It’s 
these tiny particles that can enter the 
bloodstream which can potentially 
cause serious health issues for those 
most susceptible to them. As the 
popularity of log burners has grown 
the amount of this type of particulate 
has increased, it’s more than doubled 
since 2003.
Therefore, in the first changes to what 
consumers can burn in their home for 
70 years the UK government has in-
troduced the Air Quality Regulations 
2020.  This new law restricts the sale of 
wet wood which when burnt produces 
more tiny particles than seasoned 
or dry wood. Banning the sale of wet 
wood should help improve air quality 
for all. 
Wood fuel can now only be sold in vol-
umes of less than 2 cubic metres if it 
is certified as ‘Ready to Burn’. This con-
firms it has a moisture content of 20% 
or less. It applies to both firewood and 
wood briquettes sold in single retail 
bags or supplied as a bulk delivery in 
loose volumes of less than 2 cubic me-
tres.  Traders are also required to store 
the wood in such a way that it is not 
sold to customers damaged or wet.
For more information about the new 
regulations, or to report a trader who 
is selling wet or un-certified wood, 
you can contact Dorset Council Trad-
ing Standards by calling the Citizens 
Advice Consumer Service on 0808 223 
1133.

Royal Manor Theatre
Hello, Merry Christmas, and a Happy 
New Year from us all at the Royal 
Manor Theatre!
We’re getting back into the swing of 
things now following our Pippos per-
formances and our cinema weekend 
of Space Jam and Rocky Horror. We’re 
so glad everyone had a chance to let 
their hair down at the Rocky Horror 
Picture show. So much so that it re-
sulted in the engagement of Alison 
and Adam! Here’s to many happy years 
together! Stay tuned to the theatre to 
find out about more cinema and party 
nights.
Playmakers is now back! We have a few 
spaces free for children 8-18 to learn 
stagecraft, be part of the playmakers 
performances and meet other chil-
dren from around Portland. We meet 
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Professional Will Writer
Fully Insured - Home Visits

www.wills.org.uk
sales@wills.org.uk

You need a Will!
Everybody knows this but 
many people are put off by the 
uncertainty of the costs involved 
and the process. 

I remove all those barriers and 
help you gain the peace of mind 
that comes when you have your 
Will written by an expert.

Price List
Single Will ......................... £139
Joint/Mirror Wills* ............. £159
Trust Wills* ........................ £339   
LPAs per person ............... £199
+ Registration fee

*Priced per pair, not each, 
full pricing on our website

The process is simple, I take 
your instructions, you then 
get drafts for approval before 
the originals are printed. Once 
the drafts are approved, I 
print the originals and post 
them to you fi rst class with full 
signing instructions, I can even 
supervise the signing if you want 
me to.

For your peace of mind all of 
the Wills that I write are covered 
by £2.5 million Professional 
Indemnity Insurance, I am a 
Member of The Society of Will 
Writers and keep up to date with 
regular courses so the advice I 
offer is the best and most up to 
date available.

Call us now on 01305 774786       

Also available:
Probate Service - Conveyancing - LPAs 

MACPHERSON HOUSE IN PRESTON 

PROVIDES SUPPORTED ACCOMMODATION 

FOR OLDER PEOPLE
• All rooms en suite and on the ground fl oor

• Monthly fee includes, council tax, electricity, gas, water and repairs 
• All meals provided • Social activities provided from time to time.

There are shops, post offi ce, chemist, bus service and doctors surgery 
within easy reach • Short stay or trial room available

Please call 01305 833229

ABBEYFIELD (WEYMOUTH) SOCIETY

(Reg Charity No 246972)

Also care at
LEGH HOUSE REGISTERED CARE HOME

Day care available. 
Warm, comfortable home, activities and caring staff. 

A home for 18 residents
Rylands Lane, Wyke Regis. (01305) 773663

Making time for   older people
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every Wednesday at 6pm until 7.30pm. 
Email Dave at davidmackay53@gmail.
com for more details.
Our Play readings have returned also, 
hosted by the glorious Elfrida Strom. 
On the first Wednesday of every 
month, at 7pm, we read a whole play, 
swapping roles and having a great 
time. An excellent introduction to 
theatre and a great night with friends. 
Call Elfrida on 01305 520697 for more 
information.
Preparations for the pantomime 
are now underway, with first read 
throughs now complete and the re-
hearsals are starting for our 2022 pro-
duction of (drum roll please) ‘Alice in 
Portland’! Running from Friday 4th to 
Sunday 6th February inclusive.
We can’t wait to show you all what Jo 
Mackay has dreamt up this year, and 
what Sandra Fretwell and her troupe 
of costumers have created. It’s going 
to be fantastic! Stay tuned for some 
sneak peeks on Facebook and in the 
local news. And if you want to get in-
volved, send an email to info@royal-
manortheatre.co.uk.
Sadly, last year we lost several of our 
dear friends and members. One of 
these fine people was long-standing 
stalwart; Beryl Clafton. Beryl had an 
endless passion for the company and 
worked tirelessly both on and off 
stage. Having directed an endless list 
of plays and performed in equally just 
as many, Beryl will be sadly missed. Her 
legacy lives on however, in our Play-
makers’ award, which is given to Play-
makers for their outstanding efforts in 
shows and associated events.
Next year we have a bumper set of 
performances lined up from the afore-
mentioned pantomime, to our regular 
Arts Reach performances and some 
performances of our own.
Finally a reminder that our Theatre is 
available for everyone! Whether it’s a 
birthday party, or your very own pro-
duction, you can book the lower hall, 
or the main auditorium and cinema. 
We can also supply bar facilities if re-
quired. Send an email to info@royal-
manortheatre.co.uk.
If you want to get actively involved 
with the Theatre, our doors are always 
open to anyone willing to help out, 
even if you don’t want to be in a play 
or performance, you can lend a hand 
in many more aspects of running a 
healthy community theatre! Drop us 
an email, or message us on Facebook. 
There’s a part for you in the Theatre!

Award Winning 
Portrait Loan Extended
Dorset County Hospital is proud to 
be displaying the Award-winning 
portrait ‘Windrush’ by emergent art-
ist Chloe Cox. 
Chloe’s oil on canvas piece of her 
Grandfather won her the 2020 SAA 
Best Young Portrait of Figure Award. 
Initially installed to celebrate Black 
History Month, the loan of Chloe’s 
picture has now been extended until 
Christmas, allowing a bit more time for 
staff and patients to admire this strik-

ing image.
Chloe Cox said,
“My paintings often portray individu-
als from BAME backgrounds with fas-
cinating stories, talents or traits that 
have been undervalued in some way. 
I draw from candid photographs and 
emphasise the features and textures to 
create a sense of permanence through 
paint. 
“This painting of my Granddad draws 
out the rich colours and textures of his 
face, which immediately fascinated me 
upon our last meeting. Having been 
physically distant for so many years, I 
remember actively committing him to 
memory; the intonation of his Carib-
bean accent, the bark-like skin around 
his hands, the hint of sternness behind 
his eyes, an echo of the intelligent, mil-
itary man he once was. And in that mo-
ment, on the docks of the Dorset coast, 
clicking away with my camera, I felt I 
had suddenly captured the essence of 
him; his brilliance, age and unfamiliar-
ity - not just to me but to the environ-
ment; all bundled up against the cold. 
“The hours spent painting this piece 
created a new connection to him, and 
I think of the marks like the roots of my 
family tree, which have become more 
prominent to me since then.”
Dorset County Hospital CEO Patricia 
Miller said 
“I feel very privileged to have this 
wonderful piece of art here at DCH, 
especially during Black History Month. 
Being able to display Chloe’s artwork 
signifying these underrepresented 
and empowering individuals from eth-
nic minorities in British art is inspira-
tional. As a black woman I am proud of 
the positive contribution black people 
have made to British history, this piece 
captures it beautifully.”
Find out more here: Chloe Cox www.
imartcee.com
If you have any queries regarding 
the DCH Arts in Hospital programme 
please contact suzy.rushbrook@dchft.
nhs.uk  or visit https://dchartsinhospi-
tal.org.uk/ @artsinhospital

Windrush’ by emergent artist Chloe Cox. 

Friends of 106 News
Weymouth College’s Adult Educa-
tion Centre
Dedicated to over 18s, for education 
& work
Contact us at: job_club@weymouth.
ac.uk

How to change your life in 4 days …. 
Visit us!
Tuesday: Claire was referred by a part-
ner organisation to update her IT skills. 
While here, she chatted with an advi-
sor about the type of job she wanted. 
They were then able to locate a suit-
able opportunity at Goulds Garden 
Centre. The advisor printed out CVs for 
her and she dropped one in.
Wednesday: Claire had an interview! It 
was a long time since Claire had had 
a formal interview so our advisor gave 
her a practice one and some hints and 
tips.
Thursday: Claire was offered the job!
Friday: Claire enrolled for the IT course!
We wish her every success with her 
new life!

The Circular Shop, Lennox Street
A great way to be green! We predict 
we’ll be hearing a lot more about the 
‘circular economy’ in 2022. Weyshare 
has a library of things you can borrow. 
Love their slogan
Don’t buy it, borrow it!
More info on site below.
https://sites.google.com/weyforward.
net/weyshare/home

Back on the Rack
In a similar vein, our very own Wey-
mouth College have ‘Back on the Rack’ 
a shop where you sell your unwanted 
good quality clothes and hopefully 
pick up a bargain for yourself or friends 
too. More info Trish_Lea@weymouth.
ac.uk
Reduce, reuse, recycle and revive the 
planet!

Upcoming Courses
English Level 1 starts 3 February
English Level 2 starts 2 February
Maths Level 1 starts 6 January 22
Maths Level 2 starts 8 February 22

ICT Level 1 starts 15 February 22
Don’t see the course you want here? 
Ring the centre to find out about flexi-
ble and other study opportunities. Not 
sure about a course? Why not attend 
a drop in session and find out more 
about what we could offer you? Ring 
centre to book.

Need to be inspired for new year?
Then look no further than our stu-
dents! Many are inspirational, but a 
special mention must go to Sylvia and 
Fred. Both in their 80s, they’ve success-
fully passed a beginners computers 
course and are now going on to the 
next level! Proving our adage
You’re never too old to be a student!
If you are seeking inspiration why not 
take advantage of a free career’s inter-
view? Ring 01305 759683 to book.

Let’s stamp out 
single use plastic in 
Weymouth 
Weymouth Town Council is helping 
to tackle the climate crisis by step-
ping up efforts to eliminate the use 
of Single Use Plastic (SUP). 
At a meeting of the council’s Services 
Committee on Wednesday 1st Decem-
ber, members approved a new policy 
that would remove or replace SUP 
across Weymouth Town Council’s daily 
operations and services. 
Examples of single use plastic used 
in the day-to-day operations include 
items such as food packaging, cable 
ties, aprons, and waste bags. 
Cllr Ryan Hope, Chair of Services Com-
mittee, said: “Weymouth Town Council 
is making a stand to help phase out or 
replace single use plastic, wherever 
we can. But we can’t do this alone, we 
need everyone in Weymouth to play a 
part too and help stamp out single use 
plastic in our beautiful town. 
‘This policy announcement is the lat-
est in a series of measures to help 
make Weymouth a cleaner and green-
er place to live, work, and visit.’
The town council declared a climate 
and ecological emergency in 2019 and 
these measures are being introduced 
to help mitigate some of the effects of 
a global crisis. 
The council has already stopped us-
ing plastic cups at water dispensers 
in the Commercial Road offices, and 
water jugs and glasses are used at 
events and meetings. Where possible, 
SUP has been removed from council-
operated cafes. 
What else is planned? 
The council will assess the extent of 
single use plastic across its services 
and at external events, so that action 
can be taken to minimise or eliminate 
their use. 
Awareness raising with staff and coun-
cillors to mitigate use of SUP. 
Encourage the use of recycled plastics 
where SUP is unavoidable. For exam-
ple, waste sacks made from 100 per 
cent recycled polythene. 
Support community beach cleans and 
litter-pick initiatives to help keep our 
parks, beaches, and open spaces free 
from plastic litter. Groups can already 
hire equipment for litter picks by visit-
ing the website. 
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Next steps 
Following approval at Services Com-
mittee, the policy and the action plan 
will now go to Full Council for consid-
eration.

Lions Spread Festive 
Cheer
Weymouth & Portland lions club 
headed to Weymouth Town centre 
on Saturday 4th December for their 
annual Christmas collection in order 
to raise funds to support worthy 
causes this Christmas.

The club kickstarted its Christmas ac-
tives with the return of its Christmas 
show which was re branded as the 
Lions Variety shown on Tuesday 30th 
November at Weymouth Pavilion and 
is also preparing for the return of its 
Christmas Harbour swim that will take 
place on the 25th of December.
Lion President Kevin Brookes said 
“The club introduced a Christmas 
Street collection last year after the 
pandemic stopped much of its fund-
raising through the year in an aim to 
raise much needed funds to support 
local causes whist there was an ease in 
covid restrictions, it was so successful 
that it was decided to make it an an-
nual event “
Lion Trevor Stratton the clubs Welfare 
Chair said ‘The club has already sup-
ported some very worthy causes this 
Christmas such as providing presents 
to the children of Westfield school and 
given a donation of £200 to the Dor-
set echo Toy appeal and continue to 
aid the Mayor of Weymouth with his 
Christmas Charity Fundraising’
Lion Ryan Hope the club’s activity 
Chairman Added ‘The money raised 
from the collection will be spent sup-
porting other local causes this Christ-
mas in Weymouth & Portland but we 
are also here to spread some much 
need Christmas cheer’

Pro-Am Bowls 
Tournament
Wellworthy Sports and Social Club 
Indoor Bowls Section, situated in 
Dumbarton Road DT4 9BY, over-
looking Portland Harbour, is run-
ning a Pro-Am Bowls tournament 
over the weekend of 29th & 30th 
January. 
Anyone living in or around the Wey-
mouth area with an interest in Bowls, 
but who is not already a member of 
a Bowls Club, is welcome to enter. We 
will pair you with an existing Wellwor-
thy Indoor Bowls member and you 
will have a chance of winning a set of 
bowls and a cash prize of up to £100. 
All enquiries should be made to: Dave 
Clark, Wellworthy Indoor Bowls Secre-
tary, tel. 01305 774348.

The Burns Night 
Dinner 
Friday 22nd January 2021 At the Os-
mington Village Hall
Presented by the Osmington Society 
in aid of the Interpretation boards for 
the Village Pump and Thatched Bus 
Shelter Memorial.
7pm start, dining commences at 
7.30pm. The evening will include:
Toasting and Splitting of the Hag-
gis, Poems, Singing and Scottish reels 
(dance leaders will help all to have 
fun!) and conclude with Toasts and 
Auld Lang Syne at 10.30pm.
Tickets at £15 per person includes can-
apés, 2 course meal (vegetarian haggis 
available), whisky toast and entertain-
ments. Bar available
Tickets (purchase before event please) 
contact 07954988339 or mail to kate-
hallett@btinternet.com
Payment by BACs please to The Os-
mington Society Sort: 30-92-69 Acc No 
00817942.
In view of recent events with regard to 
Covid-19 rates, we request that attend-
ees take a Lateral Flow test the day be-
fore. If you test positive, your money 
will be refunded.

Twinning Society
The Weymouth Holzwickede Twin-
ning Society AGM and Annual Din-
ner is on the 11th January 2022 at 
6pm at the Weymouth Golf Club.
This will be our AGM and will include 
a special meeting to update our con-
stitution.
The AGM will be followed at 7.00pm by 
our Annual dinner.
Non-members are welcome to join us 
and further details can be obtained 
from Fred Flack on 01305 832007.

Weymouth receives 
Purple Flag Award 
Weymouth receives Purple Flag 
Award for fourth year running  
Weymouth is officially celebrating 
after receiving the prestigious Pur-
ple Flag Award for its evening and 
night-time economy. 
The town has been accredited for the 
fourth year running, recognising its 
continued collaboration with partners 

to provide a safer night-time economy. 
Like the Blue Flag scheme for beaches, 
Purple Flag areas are singled out for 
providing a vibrant and diverse mix of 
dining, entertainment and culture for 
visitors and residents to enjoy. 
This year’s award is especially encour-
aging given how everyone has had to 
adjust to new ways of working and so-
cialising with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Purple Flag highlights include various 
exciting and ongoing projects and the 
creation of a BID improvement sub-
committee dealing with history, cul-
ture, and arts, promoting a key tourism 
driver for Weymouth. 
Cllr Colin Huckle, Mayor of Weymouth, 
said: ‘We are honoured to be awarded 

the Purple Flag for a fourth year. By fly-
ing the flag, this highlights the work 
Weymouth Town Council and a range 
of partners – including police, busi-
nesses and street pastors – do to en-
sure this is a place where people can 
enjoy a safe night out.’ 
Laura Blake is an Advocacy and Ac-
creditation Assistant at the Associa-
tion of Town & City Management, the 
organisation which runs the Purple 
Flag scheme. 
Laura added: ‘Weymouth has shown 
that during a time of uncertainty, they 
have used the Purple Flag process to 
support businesses and act as a driver 

Continued on page 9
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TREE SURGERYLTDLTD

KDL PLUMBING & HEATING KDL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Immersion heaters, cylinders, cold water tanks, ball valves, 
radiator replacement, taps, showers, bathroom installation, 
washing machine and dishwasher installation, burst pipes, 

heating valves and pumps. 
FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE 

MOBILE 0747-512-8249   HOME (01305) 898568 MOBILE 0747-512-8249   HOME (01305) 898568 

ABBOTT & REES FUNERAL DIRECTORS
247 Abbotsbury Road, Weymouth, Dorset, DT4 0LY    

Tel: 01305 766711   Email: info@abbottandrees.co.uk   www.abbottandrees.co.uk

At times of bereavement families fi nd themselves having to 
make unfamiliar decisions and arrangements.
Stephen Rees and the staff at Abbott & Rees Funeral 
Directors provide an effi cient, dignifi ed and 
sympathetic service to assist you through 
this diffi cult time. 
We are here to help you!

TRADITIONAL 
CREMATION
FROM £2,692

UNATTENDED 
CREMATION 
FROM £1,796

07435 803505
best-pest-control.co.uk

KENNY BEST
Technician

Fully qualifi ed & insured
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Continued on page 11

Local news
for improvement. The numerous excit-
ing and engaging projects in progress, 
and the focus on recovery and bolster-
ing the unique draw of history and 
culture that Weymouth has illustrates 
their success in being awarded their 
Purple Flag.’

Preston Village Market
Thank you to all who came along to 
our Christmas Market. We are de-
lighted to say that we raised £174 
for our chosen charities.
Our next Market will be on Saturday 
5th February in St Andrew’s Church 
Rooms, Preston.

Library News

The Mini Winter Challenge 
is here

This year, The Reading Agency 
teamed up with WWF UK for the 
Wild World Heroes Summer Reading 
Challenge - exploring nature and 
action for the environment through 
reading. 
Now the Heroes are back to help with 
the Winter Mini Challenge! Join the 
Wild World Heroes as they embark on 
an Arctic adventure to find out about 
the creatures that live there. Find out 
about the environmental issues facing 
this precious, remote place and even 
spot a narwhal or two.
Taking part in the Winter Mini Chal-
lenge is simple. Read at least three 
books between 1 December and 16 
January and add them to your online 
profile at wintermini.org.uk to earn 
fun digital rewards! You’ll find loads of 
other great stuff on the website too, 
including games, book reviews, read-
ing activities and content from the 
best children’s authors and illustrators 
around.
For parents we have a Home Zone and 
Library Zone on the website with more 
information on reading, the challeng-
es and lots more. 

Continued from page 7

I seem to have been watching wall-to-wall home improvement shows 
on TV (sorry for the pun!) If you ever have the subtitles on, you will see 
that we are urged to use “batons’ to make things in the garden. 
This may have confused you, as a baton belongs to a music conductor, or a 
police officer, or a marching band. What they mean is ‘batten’, which is the 
sort of thin plank much used in older houses, or on pirate ships to batten 
down the hatches.
Other homonyms (posh word for means different and can be spelt differ-
ently but sounds the same) are horde and hoard. A hoard of Iron Age coins 
was recently found by a metal detectorist; it might have been buried by a 
horde of villagers fleeing Vikings. 
On an archaeological note, the Cerne Abbas Giant has been dated to the 
same time as the beheaded Vikings on the Weymouth bypass... I found this 
on the Cerne Abbas website, which could perhaps have solved his identity 
a long time ago - ‘In Coker’s ‘Survey of Dorsetshire’ that was first written in 
the 1620s by Thomas Gerard but first published under the name of John 
Coker in 1732 he describes Cerne Abbas thus: ‘Memorable in former Ages 
for a faire and rich Abbie of Black Monks* which stood there, first built by 
St. Augustine, after Archbishop of Canterbury, when in that Place he had 
broken down the Altars of the Saxons God, Heile, whom they honoured as 
Conserver of their health… (*The Benedictine monks were often called the 
Black Monks due to the colour of their religious habits.)’
So Heile is still standing guard over a thousand years later, despite the ef-
forts of St Augustine.

GS

How do you say that?How do you say that?

100590

Tel: 01305 783228
Mobile: 07786734531

R Phelps
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Services and Repairs
Landlord’s Gas Safety Certifi cates

Installation of Unvented Domestic Hot 
Water Systems

BPEC Trained for Solar Heating Installations
Energy Effi ciency Trained

Power Flushes
Plus all other aspects of plumbing

Our year long Libraries as Cultural 
Hubs project comes to a close in 
March next year, but we have more ex-
citing events taking place early 2022. 
Working with our partner, The Arts 
Development Company, the focus is 
on celebrating diversity with a range 
of artists to shape a more diverse and 
inclusive cultural offer. If you’ve missed 
picking up a copy of our brochure list-
ing all of our events, take a look at the 
online copy.
We are halfway through phase one of 
our #LetsTalkLibraries consultation, 
where we are seeking the views of resi-
dents (library and non-library users) to 
help shape the future of the service.  
Please complete the survey before Fri-
day 7th January as your views matter.
Our library service provides many ser-
vices for our younger residents, such 
as Rhyme time, arts and crafts, Lego 
and dungeons and dragons – to name 
a few. They are also a safe space to 
study, to develop digital skills, and ac-
cess support.
Our dedicated children’s survey can be 
completed online or by visiting your 
local library and can be completed on 
behalf of children who you care for.  
As part of the consultation, we are 
looking for ways we can join up and 
complement delivery of the council’s 
priorities across services and sectors, 
utilising libraries to maximise our 
reach and impact in communities. We 
are inviting you to share your views 
and to tell us how you think librar-
ies can make more of a difference for 
Dorset’s businesses. Online employee, 
partner and business survey.
If you know of anyone who does not 
use our library service, we also want 
to hear from them! We want to know 
what we could do, or do differently, 
that would encourage them to us the 
service. Please share the survey with 
friends, family and colleagues and get 
as many people as possible to join the 
#LetsTalkLibraries conversation. 
Our libraries offer a range of activities 
for adults to join in with, and what’s 
great is they are all free to attend. From 

knit and natter, reminiscence, to read-
ing groups, or writing groups, there 
are lots on offer for you to try. If you 
want to boost your wellbeing, help 
beat loneliness with Shared Reading, 
and feel part of your community, take 
a look at what is available. Places are 
limited at present, and if you need 
help booking your place, do ask library 
staff to help.
Dorset Library Facebook groups run 
by library staff are a useful and fun way 
to connect with your local library, find 
out what’s going on and join in the dis-
cussion. You can post your own local 
news and reviews and help make the 
library the heart of the community.
Look out for other Facebook groups 
run by Friends groups and there are 
groups for community managed li-
braries too.  

DCH Chemotherapy 
Appeal Target Reached
Dorset County Hospital Char-
ity is very proud to announce that 
the hospital’s Chemotherapy Ap-
peal target has been successfully 
reached. 
The Appeal target of £850,000 has 
been achieved thanks to the generosi-
ty of hundreds of donors and fundrais-
ers and some significant donations. 
The Chemotherapy Appeal was of-
ficially launched at the beginning of 
2019 following the completion of the 
hospital’s Cancer Appeal which raised 
£1.75 million to fund a cancer out-
patient department in the hospital’s 
new Robert White Centre. Despite the 
impact of the Covid pandemic the 
Chemotherapy Appeal continued to 
receive support from the community.
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Continued on page 16

Local news Continued from page 9

Working in partnership with the For-
tuneswell Cancer Trust, the Appeal is 
funding the complete redesign and re-
furbishment of the hospital’s existing 
Chemotherapy unit. 
Abi Orchard, Lead Cancer Nurse, and 
her team have played a key role from 
the very beginning. Abi said,
‘This project has been a long time 
in the making. Our vision for a re-
designed Chemotherapy Unit, built 
around the needs of patients, is now 
very close and we are so excited to 
see the work planned for next year. 
We treat over 500 individual patients 
every year and the new layout will be 
designed to provide flexible space and 
the best possible environment for pa-
tient care where everyone can receive 
their treatment in the way that suits 
them best.’
Mark Addison, Chair of Dorset County 
Hospital Foundation Trust said,
“The redevelopment of our Chemo-
therapy Unit is one of our highest pri-
orities and we are very much looking 
forward to seeing the final plans take 
shape. This is an important part of our 
post- pandemic recovery and a key el-

ement in the planned improvement of 
services for all cancer patients at Dor-
set County Hospital. 
For further information about ways 
you can support Dorset County Hospi-
tal please visit www.dchcharity.org.uk 
or email charity@dchft.nhs.uk

Open house a success 
for Puddletown artist
Puddletown artist L Paul Matthews 
sold four paintings and quite a few 
cards and prints at the open house 
he held recently. ‘Probably one of 
my best weekends,’ he says.
After painting and drawing since child-
hood, in August 2011 Paul chose a ca-
reer as a professional artist painting 
wildlife and portraiture from his home 
in rural Dorset. Paul paints contempo-
rary wildlife paintings where the sub-
ject takes centre stage and the mood 
is set by light and shade. References 
are collected from life by sketching 
and photographing in the field both at 
home and abroad. Recently Paul trav-
elled to the Okavango Delta in North 

DCHFT Chair Mark Addison and CEO Patricia Miller (centre) with members of DCH 
Chemotherapy Unit staff

Botswana and has previously visited 
Kenya and Tanzania. The wildlife of 
Dorset has moved to the fore in recent 
years, especially due to travel restric-
tions but also being freed up for view-
ing more wildlife locally. In the sum-
mer of 2012 Paul’s work attracted wide 
acclaim when he was a finalist in the 
David Shepherd Foundation’s compe-
tition for Wildlife Artist of the Year. His 
picture The Passenger, selected ahead 
of thousands of entries from all over 
the world received the Public’s choice 
award at The Mall Galleries, London. 
Almost simultaneously Paul was in 
the final of the BBC Wildlife Artist of 
the Year competition, receiving run-
ner up in the Frozen Planet section 
with his polar bear portrait. This was 
the fourth year Paul was shortlisted for 
the final of the BBC competition since 
its inception in 2008. You can see Paul’s 
work online, at various galleries across 
Dorset and beyond. He also runs work-
shops and gives public demonstra-
tions to art clubs. 
https://lpaulmatthews.webador.co.uk

Have fun by Zooming 
your own Mini Panto 
Join hundreds of groups and fami-
lies across the uk and enjoy the fun 
of your own mini panto.
No rehearsals, no line learning, no ex-
pensive costumes,15-20 minutes long, 
5-7 participants, 8 to choose from.
Well known pantos which can be done 
on zoom or live with your group or 
family.
They are very funny and easy to order. 
£20 each.
“Brilliant and hilarious” -- BUPA Care
www.minipantos.com
E: iaincampbellgo@yahoo.co.uk
01305 768446.

Overcombe WI

December 2021
Overcombe WI held their Christmas 
Meeting with a low key party as re-
quested by members. We all brought 
a plate of food for ourselves, and 
mince pies and chocolate rolls were 
provided on each table. 
After a short official meeting we all 
enjoyed our food ably helped down 
by glasses of prosecco or sparkling 
elderflower. This was followed by a 
Christmas music quiz from Margaret 
which was fun. Our table, known as 

‘The Presidents Women’ scored 18.5 
/20 but were beaten by the next table 
who managed the full 20. Christmas 
greetings were exchanged and each 
member left with a gift to put under 
their tree.
Several of our members went on a 
coach to Wimborne to the WI carol 
concert at the Minster. This was a 
lovely afternoon and certainly set the 
scene for the coming weeks.
We held at very successful Christmas 
coffee morning earlier in December 
which raised a considerable amount 
for our funds. Members, and visitors 
were welcomed and enjoyed a browse 
around the various stalls and sat for 
a coffee, cake and a natter. The sack 
of gifts collected from members for 
Westhaven hospital were delivered 
both for the patients and the nurses. 
This is accepted gratefully by them as 
some residents will not have visitors or 
gifts this year. 
Our various groups are still meeting 
and the craft group had a stall at the 
coffee morning with various home-
made items for sale. 
We do hope to be able to meet more 
next year but as I write this, at the mo-
ment, that seems doubtful. Who ever 
thought 20 odd months ago we would 
still have restrictions even if we are not 
actually in lock down.
We wish everyone a happy healthy 
and freer New Year and sincerely hope 
2022 will be easier than the previous 
two.

Jackie Greet
Overcombe W

Your councillor update 

Weymouth Town Council 
(Wyke Regis) and Dorset 
Council (Rodwell and Wyke 
Regis)
As I sit at my desk to write this re-
port I have a sense of déjà vu. This 
time last year I wrote - It has been 
difficult, not seeing friends, children 
and grandchildren but the light re-
ally is at the end of the tunnel. (how 
wrong I was) The news on the co-
rona virus remains sobering and we 
still have many challenges ahead. 
We were aware the virus could mutate 
and we understood the importance of 
two vaccinations and a booster and 
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NICK GRAYNICK GRAY

• Gas Servicing
• Installations

• Repairs and Maintenance
• Power Flushing, De-scaling

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

142 WAKEHAM, 
PORTLAND DT5 1HP

Telephone: 01305 860842
Mobile: 07811 356181

NO CALL-OUT 
CHARGE

Osmington History
Osmington History started interviewing local residents back in 2018 and 
have used the oral history to enrich our understanding of how village life 
used to be; It’s been a fascinating way to learn about the people who lived 
in the village. We have been very fortunate to interview some wonderful 
people and share their family stories and photos of times gone by.

Childhood Memories of 
Osmington

We moved to Osmington village in 
the winter of 1948, I attended Os-
mington school in September 1949.
We lived in the last house in the village 
beside the lane that led to the drove 
and White Horse hill.
The Parker family lived next door, they 
had six children, the youngest was Mi-
chael who was 14 and I was 6 at the 
time. He was my hero; he rode his bike 
with no hands and whistled a lot, he 
taught me how to whistle, make a bow 
and arrow and make and fire a cata-
pult. I progressed to whistling with 
two fingers!

ory of which stays with me to this day.
I spent a lot of time on the nearby farm 
with the farmer Harold Miller, a very 
patient man who taught me to herd 
cows and I often got them in by myself 
aged five. All the cows had names such 
as Bluebell, Daisy, Buttercup, Snowy.
  

I was allowed to give hay to the bull, 
a huge animal with a ring in his nose 
and feed the pigs; Piglets squeal 
very loudly, especially when they 
are excited. He also taught me to 
drive a tractor, the gears were very 
simple in those days, he had a David 
Brown followed by a Massey Fergu-
son. 

1 & 2 Albion Cottages (straight ahead) now one house, Wessex Cottage

East farm circa 1940 home to the Osbornes

I tried to follow him wherever he went 
- usually rabbiting, he would have 
none of it, however we did seem to 
eat an awful lot of rabbit pie and stew 
in those days. My aunt Lucy who was 
a country lady would take us foraging 
according to the seasons. Snowdrops 
in February, later cowslips, celandines, 
buttercups. Iris’s from the wetlands of 
Kenny’s fields, bullrushes for arrange-
ments and later sloes, blackberries and 
mushrooms, which were very plenti-
ful in the top fields near to the White 
horse.
The lane leading to the White Horse 
was an assault on the senses, cowpats, 
honeysuckle and sweet briar resulting 
in a very sensual fragrance; the mem-

His son Ken who still lives in the village 
is a wealth of knowledge regarding 
Osmington village and Mills. His uncle 
Percy Miller had the Picnic Inn, which 
is now the Smugglers, he collected 
the lobster pots early in the morning, 
cooked the lobsters round the back 
of the pub and served them in amaz-
ing sandwiches for lobster teas in the 
afternoon, the highlight of many hol-
iday-makers holiday.  
Walking to Osmington school in the 
winter months meant wearing wellies, 
which I loved, carrying one’s day shoes 
or plimsols in a gym bag. This was due 
to the state of Church Lane, which was 
running with cows muck; there was 
very little traffic up or down the vil-
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Bert, David Osborne and Ralph Scriven from who farmed East Farm
 

Jack Tizzard  with his wife by his workshop outside Albion cottage

nately was totally blind. I believe 
through an accident that took place 
when he was about 14 years old, 
climbing over a style with a loaded 
rifle that went off, blinding him. 
When I knew him, he was in his 60’s, he 
had a building attached to his cottage 
where he sat on a coconut mat weav-
ing the most excellent baskets, which 
he said would last for a very long time. 
He was a very cheerful man and I of-
ten sat on his mat with him and chat-
ted. He would call out to me using my 
name as I walked past his workshop 
on the way to the newsagents, which 
was next door and sold newspapers, 
cigarettes, tobacco, sweets etc. I was 
amazed that he knew it was me, I 
asked him about this and he said he 
could tell by the sound of my steps. 
Dearest man.

Pauline Armstrong

Mrs Tizzard recalled how her hus-
band earned five shillings a week at 
bird scaring when he was 14 years of 
age prior to his accident. 
After weeks in hospital, he was sent to 
the Blind Asylum in Bristol, where he 
was educated, taught Braille and the 
craft of basket-making. Getting his liv-
ing at this, his baskets went to London 
and Scotland and a specially made cra-
dle was sent to Malta. He was second 
International Champion basket maker. 
For years he was also the bell ringer at 
the church.
In his day, Jack played a leading part 
in forming and running a band, in 
great request for dances and socials 
in the village and nearby festivities. He 
took down music in Braille, memoris-
ing each part and conducting from 
memory.
 
Mrs J I James

Jack Tizzard always used to use withers 
(as we called them) he used to cut his 
own. He made a different type of bas-
ket to Bob Shave who used to make 
them out of cane. 

Ken Miller

Researcher Lucy  Wyman www.osming-
ton-history.org.uk  

lage at this time, mostly lorries collect-
ing milk churns from the farms, which 
were placed on wooden platforms.
There were numerous working farms 
in the village then, in approximately 
four-square miles, which included Os-
mington Mills, Ringstead and Poxwell. 
 
• West Farm
• Netherton Farm
• East Farm
• Halls Farm
• Hitts Farm
• White Horse Farm
• Upton Farm
• Charity Farm
• White Horse Farm
• Lower Dairy Farm
• Ringstead Farm
• Poxwell Manor Farm

Pauline Armstrong
 

I’ve lived in Osmington Village since 
1930. We moved from the Picnic 
Inn at Osmington Mills because my 
father Harold Miller used to work 
at there for his father, but when 
he married my Mother Hilda, we 
moved to the farmhouse across the 
road in Osmington village.
My grandfather William Shergold 
owned Netherton farm. When he first 
came to the village from Redlynch near 
Salisbury, he came to Halls farm, but 
he bought Netherton when it came up 
for sale and we moved in there.
My uncle Percy Miller was a fisherman 
and used to take me out fishing when 
I was three, I love the sea. I used to 
do a lot of fishing. When I was a child 
Percy would carry me on his back, sit-
ting on top of a basket full of lobsters 
he carried up the beach at Osmington 
Mills. He would go out fishing all along 
the coast at White Nothe, Redcliffe 
point, Osmington mills ledges and 
round Durdle door, that was the limit 
he went to. He’d catch lobsters, crabs 
and at certain time of year prawns. 
Those were good old days. If I hadn’t 
been a farmer, I’d would have been a 
fisherman.  

Ken Miller

Next door to us at Albion Cottage 
lived a family called Tizzard. The 
elder of the family, Jack, unfortu-

The Picnic Inn, Osmington Mills

Jack Tizzard as a young man
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† Holy Trinity, Bincombe;  † St Nicholas, Broadwey;  † St Nicholas, 
Buckland Ripers; † St Francis, Littlemoor;  † St Osmund, Osmington;  

† St Andrew, Preston;  † St Laurence, Upwey.
Serving Bincombe, Broadwey, Buckland Ripers, Littlemoor, Nottington, Osmington, 

Overcombe, Preston, Poxwell, Ringstead, Sutton Poyntz, & Upwey

Worship and information is available at www.ridgeway.org.uk

Normal Sunday worship in church buildings [masks must be worn, 
and QR scanned by compatible mobiles]

8.00am St Osmund, Osmington (1st/3rd)
8.30am Holy Trinity, Bincombe
9.15am St Andrew, Preston 
  St Andrew’s Church Rooms (1st)
9.30am St Nicholas. Broadwey
10.15am St Francis, Littlemoor
10.30am St Osmond, Osmington (2nd/4th/5th)
11.00am St Laurence, Upwey
4.00pm St Nicholas, Buckland Ripers
7.30pm St Andrew, Preston (Worship by candlelight every Wednesday)

Who’s Who
Team Rector  
Rev’d James Menzies (normal rest day: Mon) The Vicarage, 2 Primula Close, Lit-
tlemoor, Weymouth, DT3 6SL (01305) 835921 revjamesmenzies@outlook.com
St Francis, Littlemoor: as above.

St Andrew, Preston or St Osmund, Osmington:  please contact the Admin-
istrator Shirley Mitchell, 4 Church Rd., Preston, Weymouth, DT3 6BU (01305) 
837147 or weymouth.ridgeway.team.office@gmail.com
 
Team Vicar for Holy Trinity, Bincombe; St Laurence, Upwey; St Nicholas, 
Broadwey; St Nicholas, Buckland Ripers  Rev’d Philip Elliott (normal rest day: 
Mon) The Vicarage, 526 Littlemoor Rd., Weymouth, DT3 5PA (01305) 459971 wey-
mouth.west.ridgeway.vicar@gmail.com

Retired Clergy  Rev’d Ada Whittock, 79 Clearmount Rd., Weymouth, DT4 9LE 
(01305) 788045

S¶ACES to grow in faith
Tue 10.00am Ridgeway Bible Study Group [fortnightly] Preston (01305)  

   834604
Wed 7.30pm Home group [fortnightly] co-ordinated by Jackie   

                       Meadows 07591 851075 

If you see something of concern, say something
Church noticeboards and www.ridgeway.org.uk give details of who to contact. 
Each Church has a Parish Safeguarding Officer, and publishes their policy.

Community Angels  (01305) 834866  standrewsangels@hotmail.co.uk

Hall booking secretaries
Frank Reynolds Community Centre, Broadwey: David Moth (01305) 812218

Mission Hall, Sutton Poyntz: Maureen Morris (01305) 835533

Osmington Village Hall: 07387 118300 osmingtonhallbookings@gmail.com

Preston Village Hall: Julie Witt (01305) 834232

Scutt Hall, Preston:  scutthallbookings@talktalk.net
St Andrew’s Church Rooms, Preston: (01305) 837147 sachurchrooms4@gmail.com

St Francis’ Community Room, Littlemoor: Anne Field, (01305) 832532 anne_
field@talk21.com

Upwey and Broadwey Memorial Hall: Jonathan Harwood (01305) 814940
Upwey Old School: Phil Cooke (01305) 812665.

The Ridgeway Churches

Dear Editor,

It has been decided to close our one 
and only recreational sports hub, 
Redlands Community Sports Cen-
tre. The closure date is set for end of 
July 2022.
I think this is an outrageous decision, 
they are taking away our only sports 
facility which hosts many sports and 
non-sporting activities. This is a letter 
I have written to our local councillors 
in the hope they will give their support 
and help our cause:-
I am an employee of Redlands Com-
munity Sports Hub and also a very 
angry resident writing to express my 
concerns about the forthcoming clo-
sure of Redlands Community Sports 
Hub, Dorchester Road, Weymouth. I 
cannot understand how or why the 
Council feel it is a good thing to close 
our one and only Recreational Centre. 
I have been using the Redlands sports 
facility for over 40 years for various 
activities but mainly for playing bad-
minton. I am an avid badminton player 
and Redlands has been my ‘home’ ven-
ue for playing socially and at league/
County level. Redlands boasts 10 bad-
minton courts which are all in good 
order and functional and these have 
been used for many league matches 
and adult/junior tournaments. Wey-
mouth Network and Weysports are 
two of the teams within the West Dor-

Letters
set Badminton League and they use 
Redlands as their ‘home’ venue host-
ing competitive matches and tourna-
ments. This local league covers a 30 
mile radius of which there are at least 
20 teams actively playing and all these 
teams have played at Redlands. Aside 
from competitive play there are many 
other regular clubs and social users of 
the halls of all ages and most evenings 
all courts are booked.
I am also a badminton coach coaching 
adults and children. I host children’s 
classes on a Friday afternoon and run 
a youth club on a Tuesday evening. 
There is also a Taekwondo coach and 
a Gymnastics coach in the same posi-
tion as myself and both fearing the 
same outcome.
Children need to socialise and exer-
cise. The Government are always tell-
ing us to ‘get your children into sport’ 
to avoid laziness and obesity. The chil-
dren can’t go to any of our many gyms 
as they are too young so they need 
halls like Redlands to learn indoor 
sports and receive daily exercise. 
Weymouth College, who have now 
declared that they can no longer sus-
tain Redlands, have stated that all the 
activities which are carried out at Red-
lands will be re-located to Weymouth 
College Sports Centre. The College’s 
Sports Centre has, in my view, very 
limited space and may not be able 
to accommodate all the activities so I 

do fear for the people who will be left 
with nowhere to go.
My family, friends and relatives use the 
sports centre on a regular basis for var-
ious physical and social activities and 
we regard this as a social and well-be-
ing gathering. Closing the sports cen-
tre would certainly affect the physical 
and mental well-being of my family 
and also families like my own. 
Admittedly Covid had an affect on 
Redlands and this facility was closed 
for a fair while but now the Covid reg-
ulations has lifted, people are coming 
back to exercise and socialise again. I 
witnessed this one evening and it was 
great to see all courts in play in Sports 
Hall 1, Club-fit working out in Sports 
Hall 2, Squash on both courts and 
Spinning in the fitness suites. Redlands 
was ‘alive and kicking’!
Weymouth is a forever growing town, 
houses are popping up everywhere 
which, in turn, you would think neces-
sitates the need for a recreational area 
such as Redlands.

Redlands has been the heart of Wey-
mouth for many, many years. Everyone 
knows Redlands and what it stands for 
so please can you bring my concerns 
to the WTC and ask them to reconsider 
their decision and think about the im-
portance of this facility to the people 
of Weymouth and surrounding areas.
I fear that if Redlands closes we will 
lose many indoor sports, competition 
and social gatherings will just fade 
away.
This campaign means a lot to me and 
the more support we can get behind 
it, the better chance we have of suc-
ceeding. You can read more and sign 
the petition here: 
www.you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/
save-redlands-community-sports-hub

Elize Osborne
UKCC Level 2 Badminton Coach
Racket Rescue Restringing Service
07970508790
lizo@gmx.com

Views and opinions expressed by contributors are not 
necessarily those of the publishers. We reserve the right to 

edit submissions if appropriate.
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Manning’s Electrical Services
Re-wires, partial re-wires, faultfi nding, Fuse board changes.

Internal and external lighting.

And all other aspects of Domestic Electrical Installations.
Test and Inspection.

No call out charge and no job too small
Call now for a free estimate call Tom:

Tel: 01305 820946   Mobile: 07977181463

PERRYFIELDS BODYWORKS
• Vehicle Body Repairs
• Spraying Service
• Accident Repair 
  Specialists

• Grit Blasting

• Hot Zinc Spraying

• Powder Coating

• Industrial Spraying

• Self Drive Diggers and Dumpers

PERRYFIELDS LTD

&&
Easton Lane, Portland 

01305 820447

www.perryfi eldsltd.com

GROUNDWORKS & LANDSCAPING
(ALL SIZES AVAILABLE)

• DIGGER & DUMPER HIRE WITH OPERATORS
• GARDEN CLEARANCES • TURFING • FENCING • PATIOS 

• DRAINAGE • CONCRETE BASES • FOOTINGS • DRIVEWAYS

FULLY
INSURED

Please phone or email for a FREE no obligation quote

ROSS - 07971 171420  - DEAN - 07486 350654 

email - cwplant@outlook.com

es at the breadth of your knowledge. 
Not that it works for me, but you may 
have better luck. 
But it is strange the importance placed 
on the advent of a New Year. As if all 
things will be different and better on 
the first day of January compared with 
the last day of December the year 
before. But there is one thing that is 
a genuine improvement nowadays, 
arising from the power of modern 
technology. Before credit cards were 
in general use we paid for major items 
or services with cheques. (If you find a 
younger reader puzzled by this word, 
feel free to explain it to them). At year 
end we had to get used to writing the 
new year number on these cheques. 
Many’s the time that one was returned 
to me because apparently it was a year 
out of date. Which, come to think of it, 

seems to suggest that my present for-
getfulness is not a new phenomenon 
after all, but has been around for a 
while. 
So while I can still remember it I would 
like to leave you with one last thought. 
The renowned Danish philosopher 
Soren Kierkegaard famously said ‘Life 
can only be understood backwards, 
but it must be lived forwards’. Which is 
of course very true. But if you can look 
far enough back as a Senior Citizen you 
will recall things to help stop you mak-
ing the same mistakes again. For me 
that is Broadstone on New Year’s Day - 
enjoy your own recollections and may 
the New Year bring peace, happiness 
and good health to you and yours.

Over the Hill Over the Hill 
With Chris Hubbard

Among many other talents Senior 
Citizens have the ability to draw 
on considerable experience gained 
from years past. Which is why, at the 
moment this is being written, I am 
watching out for subtle clues from 
my In-House Adviser as to what she 
would like for Christmas. 
But remembering to carefully observe 
is not the same as actually recognising 
the signs when – if – they appear. And 
even if I do see the signs there is no 
certainty that I will interpret them cor-
rectly and will therefore end up get-
ting her something which is just about 
the last thing she wants and certainly 
doesn’t need. 
In fact, and here comes a confession, 
some of my most successful years 
have been when all clues have passed 
me by and with no time left I have not 
managed to buy her anything at all. A 
promise to accompany her to the New 
Year sales usually restored her spirits, 
but these sales are not what they used 
to be. Some shops seem to have them 
running all the time. 
Thankfully worries about a suitable 
present disappear as we hurtle into 
the euphoria which precedes the start 
of a new year. All those expectations 
of new beginnings, things are going 
to get better, the worst is behind us. 
Equally predictably these good feel-
ings disappeared when we try to open 
our eyes later in the day on 1st January 
with a hangover plus fuzziness caused 
by the lack of sleep. 
Back when I was a lithe, athletic fifty 
something year old, New Year morn-
ing always meant taking part in the 
Broadstone Quarter Marathon race, 
just north of Poole. On arrival we were 
directed to the basement gym of a 
rather swish leisure centre to change 
into our running kit. But one particu-
lar occasion stands out. I had imbibed 
well but not wisely earlier in the day, ie 
around midnight and I felt, not to put 
too fine point on it, like death warmed 
up. I lay on the floor of the changing 
room while others applied liniment – 
what an awful smell – and discussed 
their tactics for the race. I just lay there 

and wondered if I would even be able 
to stand up. It was a popular race so 
when the hooter went for the start 
the large crowd of runners surged 
forward. All except, that is, a lady in a 
large plastic bag worn to keep out the 
cold and last, very last, me. 
The stagger - because personally it 
was not a race, not even a run, but a 
fight for survival - seemed to last about 
48 hours. Amazingly there were others 
behind me by the finish, so some over-
taking must have taken place, but it is 
all a blur. 
While being driven home my recovery 
was such that I was able to pretend 
that it had all been very enjoyable. But 
it did teach me a valuable lesson. Now 
just thinking back to that New Year’s 
morning at Broadstone makes me 
strive to become teetotal, and hang-
overs are now things of the distant 
past. Well almost. Nowadays we usu-
ally celebrate the New Year reclining 
in bed watching Big Ben strike twelve 
on the television and falling asleep 
immediately afterwards so even the 
fuzziness later in the day is missing. 
And if it were not, you can always catch 
up on your snooze time with a nap in 
your armchair as you watch the 102nd 
repeat of a James Bond movie. 
But as the New Year is nearly here I 
have decided to break my long held 
rule and actually make a New Year 
resolution. Just the one, and nothing 
too ambitious, which is that I will con-
tinue to share those vitally important 
nuggets of news that you might have 
missed and which are, of course, vitally 
important to a Senior Citizen. Such as 
the fact that the Long-Toed Stint has 
been spotted in Yorkshire. Not the 
Short-Toed Stint or even the Medium-
Length-Toed Stint but the very rare 
Long-Toed Stint. This bird normally 
breeds in Siberia, migrates south in the 
winter and has only ever been seen 
four times in the British Isles, the last in 
1996. Literally thousands of twitchers 
travelled to Leeds to watch it. So now 
you can casually drop this fact into a 
conversation and earn the undying re-
spect of your friends and acquaintanc-
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Local news
many of us now have this protection 
with many more receiving vaccina-
tions every day. Please encourage 
anyone you know not yet protected 
to have the vaccinations when they 
are offered. This remains the best way 
to fight the pandemic. We still do not 
know whether further restrictions will 
be necessary but like you I hope that 
Christmas 2020 will be spent with 
friends and family. But in any event, do 
stay save, continue to wear your mask, 
wash your hands and keep your dis-
tance where necessary. 
I continue to receive messages of 
thanks from various groups across 
Weymouth for the help and support 
they have received from Dorset Coun-
cil in their businesses and organisa-
tions. We are extremely blessed in the 
wonderful people who provide sup-
port for vulnerable and less able in the 
community, they have told me that 
council staff have really helped them 
and together they have been able to 
continue with activities and guidance 
throughout the past 22 months. 
Life for our food banks are still busy 
but has settled into a more manage-
able routine. With people visiting su-
permarkets again the donations have 
resumed as well. Thank you all very 
much. 
I know many people who are still ap-
prehensive of venturing out too much, 
please do keep an eye on your neigh-
bours and not just the elderly. Loneli-
ness’ and isolation is a problem across 
all age groups. 
Weymouth Town Council tentatively 
resumed face to face committee meet-
ings in November with Full Council 
meetings continuing virtually. This 
position will be revisited in the com-
ing week. Dorset Council are still hold-
ing almost all meetings including Full 
Council via Microsoft Teams. These 
meetings are available to the public 
to watch live and it is possible to sub-
mit in advance any questions you may 
have. None of these arrangements are 
ideal but if it helps to reduce the risk 
of infection rates increasing it has my 
support. 
Since I became the Chairman of the 
Corporate Parenting Board last year I 
have not attended a single face to face 
meeting. Although some of the offi-
cers I deal with are well known to me 
many remain known only as a small 

Continued on page 23

Continued from page 11

picture on my screen. This particular 
Board works closely with partners, 
NHS, Safeguarding, teachers and the 
Police, when life returns to ‘normal’ 
I have a huge number of people to 
meet. And to thank. These partners 
are currently working on a wonder-
ful project based in our new facility in 
Dorchester Road but offering support 
to young people and families across 
the County. This is a project I am ex-
tremely proud of; bringing together 
every discipline across so many differ-
ent fields. It is working in this way that 
will finally counter the horrendous 
results of cruelty to children that we 
hear of. With the recent reports of the 
death of Arthur Labinjo-Hughes there 
were many criticisms levelled at our 
social workers and Children’s Servic-
es, I would never want us to become 
complacent or to make excuses but I 
would ask you to remember that for 
every Arthur, Victoria or baby P there 
are dozens of children who are pro-
tected, nurtured and kept safe by truly 
dedicated staff. Remember, it takes a 
community to bring up a child. If you 
have concerns about any child known 
to you make those concerns known 
and persist if you are not listened to. 
I am aware that not all the ward re-
ceives the Register but it is also avail-
able on-line so please tell anyone who 
asks. Please remember; the best way to 
contact me is by phone 07850 060947 
(you can leave a message) or to email 
me at cllrkate.wheller@dorsetcouncil.
gov.uk. I rarely check Facebook or pick 
up from Messenger. 
Please stay safe – hands – face - space. 
God Bless. Kate.

Cllr Kate Wheller.

Wyke Regis Christmas 
Street Fayre 
After the worst 22 months many 
have ever experienced it was won-
derful to welcome everyone to 
Wyke Regis Christmas Street Fayre 
with a peal from the bells of All 
Saints Church. 
And yet again the weather didn’t dis-
appoint. Crisp and dry and the wind 
that had threatened early in the day 
subsided. One or two of our old fa-
vourite stalls were unable to attend 

• Plastering, Tiling • Painting and Decorating • Walls
• Paving and Fencing • Block Paving 

• CRB Checked • Fully Insured and Reliable
• Free Quotes • No job too small

Call Trevor on 01305 871618 or 07796 458843

Home and 
Garden 

Maintenance

but there were many new ones, and 
all have promised to come back next 
Christmas. Our old favourite Nigel 
from Shelleys bakery is no longer in 
business, we certainly miss his won-
derful bread but we were delighted 
he joined us with Coastal Coffee which 
was very welcome. John with his Slim-
ming World sausages sold out as usual 
and Mike Nairn’s range of cheese was 
popular. I understand some people 
wished they has bought more, you can 
find Mike at Swanage Market. Hen-
nies Hungarian Goulash was a warm-
ing treat and yes she has supplied the 
Wheller household Christmas cake 
again this year. Chesil Sailability had 
a dingy on display this year and whilst 
visitors enjoyed their hot soup they 
could learn about the wonderful op-
portunities for those living with a dis-
ability who would still like to sail. Wyke 
Regis Christmas Street Fayre is a great 
fund raising event for local charities. 
Weldmar always have record takings. 
Ladies in Wey- ting’s fantastic tom-
bola is can be found in the same spot 
in the Square every year and close by 
were the scouts. Our Wyke Scouts have 
some very exciting projects coming up 
over the next 12 months so they will 
be working hard on their fund raising. 
The RSPB and Dorset Wildlife always 
join us and this year the Brownies and 
Guides were located in the Wyke Social 
Club. Thank you all for your generosity 
to our local charities. There is a huge 
demand for places in Scout Troops 
and Guide Companies so don’t forget, 
these organisations are always looking 
for helpers. 
Sadly, our local schools were un-
able to join us this year but we were 
entertained wonderfully by Island 

Voices with Harmonics, Ed Hintze and 
his singers and by a wonderful new 
troupe of Majorettes. 
We always provide a prize for one 
lucky family who live in or around the 
Square to compensate for the disrup-
tion to their Sunday and thank them 
for kindly moving their cars. 2021 was 
no exception a young family won the 
chocolates this year. I deliver over a 
100 tickets and am surprised by how 
few return them for the draw. Thanks 
again to the residents, it makes such a 
difference that you all move your cars 
early and join in the fun. Yet again one 
car was left in Chamberlaine Road. I 
had spoken to the owner in the week 
and he had told me he was aware of 
the Fayre and he didn’t require a re-
minder. 
If you live in the effected areas do 
please tell your visitors or anyone who 
looks new to the area of the need to 
move cars on the first Sunday of De-
cember. It is just one day of the year 
and it is a wonderful community event. 
2022 will mark twelve years since 
Wyke Christmas Street Fayre started. I 
was delighted to be helped by mem-
bers form Wyke Social Club and All 
Saints Church. They made a terrific 
contribution and I am confident I can 
now hand over to them next year and 
this tradition can continue. In 1248 
King Henry the third granted author-
ity for a market and fair to be held in 
Weymouth; in the Manor of Wyke. The 
market took place every Thursday and 
the fair was held annually on the Feast 
of St Nicholas’ 6th December. (By a 
happy coincidence the present Wyke 
Street Fayre takes place every year on 
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Local, Friendly, Family Run Business
Main Dealer Service at the fraction of the price - Please ask for details

SALES & REPAIRS

MOT STATION NOW OPEN 

Tel/Fax 01305 820835
Unit 2, Tradecroft Industrial Estate, Portland, DT5 2LN

www.peterbowergarage.co.uk
Email: peterbowergarage@yahoo.co.uk

CAR SALES
We have a great stock of cars for sale to suit all budgets and lifestyles

Courtesy Car 

Available

Christmas Lights are back at Brunel Drive, 
Preston, with donations for the Salvation Army
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Beachview Community Centre, 
Beachview Close, Wyke Regis, DT4 9JA.
Bingo, every Saturday, 7pm
Coffee Morning, every Monday, 10am
Home-cooked hot lunches Thursday 
and Sunday at 12 noon. 
Call 01305 750541 to reserve your 
place. All very welcome. 

Blind & Partially Sighted  
Wednesdays 1.30pm - 4.00pm 
Weymouth Community Safety Centre, 
Radipole Lane. Bingo/Excursions - Jen-
ny Clift . 01305 787065.

Breathe Well Weymouth 
A support group for people with lung 
problems. Meet 2nd Wednesday of the 
month. 2.30pm - 4.30pm at The New Fire 
and Community Centre, Radipole Lane,  
Weymouth. Details chairman Mike on 
07792846463 or 01305 814600.

Christian Spiritualist Church  
St John Ambulance Hall, Westway 
Road, Weymouth. Sunday Services 
6pm for 6.15. Spiritual Healing every 
Friday 2 - 3.30pm. Parking available
www.spiritualistchurchweymouth.com

The Cygnet Group
Third Saturday in the month, St 
Paul’s Church Hall, Abbotsbury Road, 
10.00am-12 noon. For more details Eve 
Hanney 01305 787220 or Joan Savage 
01305 820668.

C’Siders - Cancer Support Group
Meetings on the first and third Mon-
days of the month at the Wyke Smug-
glers, 76 Portland Road, DT4 9AB from 
7.30pm - 9.00pm.
Visit our website at csiders.org, Fa-
cebook at www.facebook.com/csid-
erswp, e-mail info@csiders.org, or 
contact 07430 695462 for more infor-
mation.

Dorchester and Weymouth Branch 
of Epilepsy Action
Coffee and Chat Meetings, Jacksons’ 
Gallery in Fortunswell, Portland every 
second Thursday 10.30 - 11.30am. 
Suttons’ Coffee Shop, St Albans St, 
Weymouth. On the 4th Thursday each 
month

Dorset Kidney Fund
Support for Renal Patients throughout 
Dorset and South Somerset. For help 
and information please call Diana Crow-
der on 01305 834954 or Sue Bithell on 
01305 269293.

Friends Of Weymouth Library
FOWL supports and promotes our 
valuable library service. We hold regu-
lary coffee mornings in the library on 
the first Tuesday of the month, all very 
welcome 11 -12.30. Our programme of 
events such as talks, trips, quizzes and 
socials raises money for library projects 
and equipment. More details from the 
library or 01305 832613.

Friends of Wyke Regis Library
Share views on the books you have read 
recently, join the book club or just catch 
up with Friends in the Library anytime 

between 10.30 – 12.30 on the last Mon-
day of each month.

Hardy Quilters 
Patchwork and sewing group. Fourth 
Monday of month 10am -1pm. Os-
mington Village Hall, Shortlake Lane, 
Osmington DT3 6EY. Contact Chantal 
on 01305 835757

Lip Reading and Communication 
Skills Weymouth Class
We meet on Mondays in school term 
time, 12.30 - 2.30pm at The Frank 
Reynolds Community Centre on the 
Dorchester Road, Weymouth, DT3 
5BY  (Broadwey). Email: elizabeth.ian.
messer@gma 

Littlemoor Library
Tues 9.30am - 1.00pm; 
2.00pm - 5.00pm. 
Wednesday 2.00pm-5.00pm.
Thursday 2.00pm - 6.30pm. 
Fri 2.00pm - 5.00pm. 
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm

Littlemoor Library
The library holds the following:
Writing Group every Monday at 
10.00am.
Library Gets Lively Every Tuesday 11.15 
- 12.00 noon.
Reading Group on the second Wednes-
day in the month 10.30am - 11.30am.

Mulberry Bush Pre-school,
Littlemoor Road. Children from 2 years 
9 months, a fun and safe environment 
in which to learn through play. Mon-
day to Friday 8.45am - 2.45pm. Contact 
Nicki Saunders 
Email: mbpreschool@standrews.dsat.
org.uk for more detail. Or just pop in!

Osmington Archery Club
We meet one afternoon a week in 
the Village Hall throughout the year. 
Sometimes in better weather in the 
summer we shoot on private ground 
at Milborne St Andrew. Please phone 
01305 833460 for further details.

Osmington Leisure 
Short-Mat Bowls Wednesday evenings 
(7pm - 9pm), with the exception of the 
third Wednesday of the month when 
there is a Whist Drive in the Hall, and 
Table Tennis is held on Thursday eve-
nings (7.30pm - 9.30pm). 

Osmington Lunch Club 
The club is now meeting on the third 
Friday of the month. A two course meal 
is available with a glass of wine for only 
£7. Guests arrive at Osmington Village 
Hall at 12.15 for lunch to be served at 
12.30. No washing up just company 
and chat. Look forward to seeing you 
there! To book a place phone Fran on 
832430 or 07817825527.

Osmington Recorded Music Society
Meets usually 1st and 3rd Monday 
afternoons, October to April, at Os-
mington Village Hall, Shortlake Lane, 
from 2.15pm. Plenty of car parking 
available. Further details from 01305 
262121, or email: heather.foster1@

btinternet.com

Osmington Village Hall  
07387 118300 osmingtonhallbook-
ings@gmail.com. www.osmingtonvil-
lagehall.co.uk.  

Parish of Wyke Regis, All Saints with 
St Edmunds
Every Friday
Holy Communion 10.30am
Every Sunday
Holy Communion (said) 8.00am
Holy Communion (sung)* 9.30am
*Family service 1st Sun of the month, 
Baptisms 2nd Sunday of the month.
Toddler Praise, 1st Wed month 2pm. 
Sunday School, 2nd/3rd Sunday.
Rector: Rev Brother Alasdair Kay.  
Tel 01305 784649
Email enquiries: info@parishofwykere-
gis.org.uk
www.parishofwykeregis.org.uk

Preston Pre-school 
Where learning is fun, in a free flowing 
environment indoors and outdoors. 
Children from 2 years. Funded places 
available.
Monday – Friday 8.45am to 2.45pm 
For more information, phone 
07826515321, e-mail prestonpre-
school@hotmail.co.uk or simply come 
and visit us during our opening times.

Preston Table Tennis Club 
Wednesdays 7.00pm and 9.00pm, 
Westfield School, Littlemoor Road. 
Contact Dave Clegg on 835108.

Preston Reading Group 
Is a small, friendly group meeting the 
first Thursday of every month from 
6.30 - 7.30pm at Preston Village Hall.  
Books provided for discussion follow-
ing month.  Preston Reading Group
Ring Marian Martin 01305 833337.

Preston Pantomime Group
Meets every Wednesday, 7.30pm at 
Preston Village Hall
New members welcome from age 14 
upwards
Contact Julie on 832620.

Portland Gig Rowing Club
Meet Osprey Quay for various rowing 
sessions during the week and week-
ends and are open to all from 11yrs 
and over. For more information, www.
portlandgigrowingclub.co.uk

Scottish Country Dancing
Thursday 7.30pm - 9.45pm September 
- May. New dancers welcome anytime. 
Southill Community Centre, Radipole 
Lane, Weymouth. DT4 9SF. Details from 
Judy on 833660 .

Somerset & Dorset Railway Trust – 
Dorchester Area Group
Meets usually last Friday of the month 
(except August and December) at the 
Dorset Room, Colliton Club, County 
Hall, Dorchester, 7.30pm. Further de-
tails from 01305 262121, or email: 
heather. foster1@btinternet.com

South Dorset Caledonian Society 
Ceilidh Dance Practice on Monday eve-
nings, 7.45pm - 9.30pm at Willowbed 
Hall, Chickerell. £2.50 per session, inc 
tea/coffee. www.southdorsetcaledo-

nians.org, e-mail: sdcssec@gmail.com
South Dorset Group of the Somerset 
and Dorset Family History Society
St Aldhelms Church Centre Spa Road 
on the 3rd Friday of the month tea or 
coffee at 2pm and the talk at 2.30pm. 
Contact no is John on 01305 776008. 

South Dorset Woodcarving Club BWA
Tuesdays,Upwey Old School Village 
Hall 7- 9 pm
Dave Whiddett  07948502857 or 01305 
812064 email: 
david.whiddett@homecall.co.uk

SSAFA 
Pilgrim House, 1 Hope Street, Wey-
mouth, DT4 8TU. (By appointment only)
Urgent enquiries:  01202 742934. Office 
Number - answerphone:  077 26127 
532.

St John Ambulance Westwey Road. 
Adults - Wed 7.30 - 9.30pm. Cadets (10 
- 18 years) Mondays  7.00 - 9.00pm. 
Badgers (6 - 10 years) Wed 6.00 - 
7.00pm. Tel 01305 784493.

Weymouth Stroke Support Group
Meets at 10.30am for coffee etc on 
alternate Tuesdays at Weymouth Bay 
Methodist Church, Melcombe Avenue.
Further details from Gerry Barr 
07580664210

Weldmar Hospicecare Trust Shops
Wyke Regis:- 82 Portland Road, Tel 
788369. Open Mon - Sat 9am - 5pm.
Weymouth :-71 St Thomas Street. Tel: 
783523.Open Mon - Sat 9am - 5pm. Sun 
10am-4pm.
59, Great George Street.Open Mon - Sat 
9am - 5pm. Tel 787825.
10 Hardwick Street. Tel: 777774.
Mon - Sat 9.00am - 5.00pm
Weymouth Outlet
Unit 11/12 Oxford Court, Granby Ind Es-
tate, Weymouth DT4 9GH. Tel: 770760. 
Mon - Sat 9.00am - 5.00pm.

Weymouth & Portland Holzwickede 
Twinning Association
Weymouth & Portland Holzwickede 
Twinning Society hold various social 
activities in and around the area. All en-
quiries 832694.

Weymouth Areas Seniors Forum
An independent over 50s forum for 
residents of Weymouth, Wyke Regis, 
Portland and Chickerell. Meetings 4th 
Tuesday of the month, 2pm - 4pm, 
Weymouth Angling Society Commer-
cial Road, Weymouth.

Weymouth Classical Recorded Mu-
sic Society
Meets at The Acorns, Grosvenor Rd, 
Weymouth on usually 2nd and 4th 
Monday evenings, September to June, 
from 7.30pm. Car parking available. 
Further details from Mrs J Marlborough, 
on 779787, or email heather. foster1@
btinternet.com

Weymouth & Portland Branch, Fleet 
Air Arm Association
Meet 1st Friday of each month at the 
Wyke Smugglers, Portland Road, DT4 
9AB. Full Membership open to serving 
or veteran members of the Fleet Air 
Arm. Associate membership to those 
with an association with the Fleet Air 

Organisations
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Continued from page 11
Arm.
Please contact Jeff Cook, Branch Chair-
man, on 07733333274, or email jeff.
cook@faaa.org.uk

Weymouth and Portland Quakers
Meet first and Third Sunday of each 
month 10.30am at the Fire Station, Rad-
ipole Lane, Weymouth. Tea and Coffee 
after. Doors are locked after 10.45am. 
Tel: 01305 788452.

Weymouth and Portland Sub-Aqua 
Club (BSAC)
Weymouth Angling Club, Commercial 
Road, Weymouth, Thursday evnings 
8pm. Contact Ian Joseph  07802658848 
or chairman. wpsac@gmail.com

Weymouth Ind Evangelical Church

from 9am to 11.30am.
Monday C’Siders-Cancer Support 
Group Table Tennis from 1pm to 2pm.
Monday Table Tennis from 7.30 to 
9pm.
Tuesday Ladies Club 1.45pm to 
3.15pm.
Tuesday Prize Bingo is ‘Eyes Down’ be-
tween 7.30pm and 9 p.m.
Wednesday Sing, Sign and Play 10am 
to 11.30am
Wednesday Holistic Yoga 7.30pm to 
8.30pm
Thursday U3A Table Tennis from 2pm 
onwards.
Thursday League Table Tennis
Friday NHS Leg Club 9am to 12noon.
Friday Judokai Weymouth Judo Club 
from 7.30pm to 9pm Juniors from 8 
years and seniors both beginners and 
improvements.
Sunday’s Wargames-all ages-11am - 5pm.

Wyke Regis Library
Mon - 10am - 1pm; 2pm - 6.30pm
Wed - 10am - 1pm; 2pm -5.30pm
Friday - 10.am-1pm
Saturday - 10am - 1pm

Wyke Regis Pre-School 
Shrubbery Lane, Wyke Regis. Tel 
789222. Monday - Friday 9.00am - 
3.00pm. Term time only. 2 years 9 
months until school age. 

Wyke Regis Medical Practice
Portland Road, Wyke Regis – 782226
Surgery hours – Monday - Friday – 
8.30am - 1pm and 2pm - 6.30pm.

Wyke Regis Nursery
Shrubbery Lane.  A safe, secure, relaxed 
and friendly environment, offering 
high quality provision (led by qualified 
teachers).  We are a maintained Nurs-
ery housed within Wyke Regis Infant 
School and forming part of the Wyke 
Regis Primary Federation.  Monday – 
Friday 8.45am – 3.15pm.  Term time 
only.  From 3 years. For more informa-
tion tel: 01305 782470 or email us at 
infoffice@wykeregisfed.dorset.sch.uk

Wyke Regis Society
www.thewykeregissociety
Meetings second Tuesday two-month-
ly, 7pm at Working Men’s Club, Port-
land Road. Contact 01305 761993 or 
wykeregissociety@gmail.com

Wyke Regis Women’s Institute
General meetings are at 7pm on the 
second Thursday of the month at the 
WI Hall, Gallwey Road, DT4 9AJ. The 
various groups meet at regular times 
during the month with details on our 
website.
For more information:
contact us on 07719 312901 or at sec-
retary@wykeregiswi.org.uk; 
or check our website www.wykeregis-
wi.org.uk 
or Facebook page www.facebook.
com/wykeregiswi/

Yoga
Sutton Poyntz. Monday to Friday 
mornings. Small groups in our home 
studio. See www.yogasadhana.co.uk 
or contact 07970 772963.

WI Hall, Gallwey Road, Wyke Regis, 
Services 11.00am and 6.30pm. All are 
welcome.

Weymouth Carers Group
Meetings 11am to 1pm on the third 
Tuesday of the month, Weymouth & 
Melcombe Regis Working Mens Club, 
1 Mitchell St,  For more information 
07766 529297 and leave a message 
with your contact details.

Weymouth Dolls House Club. 
Meet every 4th Tuesday, 10am - 
4.00pm, Scutt Hall, Sutton Poyntz. 
Please bring your lunch. Details from 
Gayl Salt 832918.

Weymouth East Scout & Guide 
Groups

Beavers - Friday 5.30 - 6.30
Cubs - Wednesday 6.30 - 8.00
Scouts - Friday 7.00 - 9.00
Explorers - Thursday 7.00 - 9.00
Brownies - Thursday 5.00 - 6.15
weymoutheastscouts@gmail.com

Weymouth South Scout Group
Scout Hut – Ryland’s Lane
Monday
Scouts aged 10½ to 14½, 7.00 - 9.00pm.
Tuesday
Cubs aged 8 to 10½, 6.00 - 7.30pm.
Explorers aged 14½ to 17, 7.45 - 9.30pm.
Wednesday
Scouts aged 10½ to 14½, 7.00 - 9.00pm.
Thursday
Cubs aged 8 to 10½, 6.00 - 7.30pm.
Friday
Beavers aged 6 to 8, 600 - 7.15pm.
For general inquiries: weymouthsouth-
group@gmail.com
To join our waiting list: weymouth-
southwaitinglist@outlook.com

Weymouth and District Model Engi-
neering Society
Tuesday evenings from 7pm and Sat-
urday from 10am at Budmouth Col-
lege, Chickerell Road. Talks on Tuesday 
during Winter months.www.wey-
mouth-dmes.co.uk. Andy, Secretary 
01305 459677 or andy@hsme.co.uk

Weymouth Floral Design Group
New Venue  Now Meeting  at the Holy 
Trinity School, Cross Road, Weymouth.  
Doors open 7.15pm for 7.30pm start. 
Meetings held usually  3rd  Thursday of 
the month (except August no meeting 
& Dec meeting on the 2nd Thursday)

Weymouth Movie Makers (formally 
Weymouth Cine & video Club)
Meet from September to May on al-
ternate Wednesdays at 7.30pm at the 
Centenary Club 21 Jubilee Close, Wey-
mouth www.weymouthmoviemakers.
weebly.com E: weymouthmoviemak-
ers@gmail.com Chairman Anne Vin-
cent Tel: 01305 780140.

Whist & Military Whist Drive
Moonfleet Bowls Club, Knightsdale 
Road. Tuesday, start 6.30pm
Details  on 784056.

Whist Drive
Mission Hall, Sutton Poyntz. Every 
Monday at 7.30pm

Wyke Regis Horticultural Society
Trading Post Openings. Sat 9.30am to 
12.30pm; Wed 2.00pm to 4.00pm
Annual Membership £5 may be taken 
out at our shop during opening times. 
www.wrhs.org.uk

Wyke Regis Community Association
Email: wrca@btconnect.com
www.WykeRegisCommunityAssocia-
tion.co.uk or follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/WykeRegisCom-
munityAssociation/

Wyke Regis Community and Sports 
Association
Wyke Weenies - a group for Toddlers 
and their Parents/Carers meets on 
Monday mornings(term time only) 

*NB: Not all organisations may be meeting at present.

Your local officers are:

Contact Us
Dorset Police: 101
Please only use the number 
above for non-emergency calls.  
If a crime is in progress or life is in dan-
ger, please dial 999.

Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111

Follow Us
Twitter: @WeyPortPolice
Facebook:  
Weymouth & Portland Police

Community Messaging Service
Dorset Police would like to encourage 
as many people as possible to sign 
up to our new community messaging 
system, Dorset Alert. You can print the 
forms directly from the Dorset Alert 
website, or ring us for an application 
form.

PS 2162
Sam Goom

(Weymouth)

PC 2456
Jane Bayliss
(Chickerell &  
Wyke Regis)

PCSO 6875
Kelly Heath

(Wyke Regis)

PCSO 6488
Matt Barton
(Melcombe 

Regis, Nothe & 
Chapelhay)

Dorset Police Neighbourhood Policing Team

PCSO 6083
Alice Butler
(Littlemoor)

PCSO 6084
Kirsty Gatehouse

(Radipole. Preston 
& Sutton Poyntz)

PC 2529
Kerry Farwell
(Littlemoor, 

Radipole, Preston & 
Sutton Poyntz

Dorset
Police

To advertise in the 

Register Magazine 
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01305 833900
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info@registermagazine.co.uk
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Cherise Luke-Bennett Cordelia English

• Annual Gas Boiler Servicing

• All Central Heating 
Installation, Repairs and 

Maintenance

• General Plumbing

      www.mahoneyheating.com
Email: russell.mahoney@btconnect.com

14 Forehill Close, Preston, Weymouth, DT3 6DS

No: 20135

07836 266368 07836 266368 

Mahoney Plumbing Mahoney Plumbing 
& Heating& Heating

Have your boiler serviced and then 
refer a friend to get 

£10 Off£10 Off your next annual service
Refer up to 5 friends in a year and have a 

Free ServiceFree Service

Contact us or see our website for details

01305 83468501305 834685

Free

Service
£10 Off
Boiler 

Servicing

ABOUT SHOWROOM SHINE:
I am a Mobile Car Valet & Detailer
I use high quality Autoglym products
I am competitively priced
I cover Dorset
Please contact me for details of my service

AUTOGLYM TRAINED
I use 100% Ultra Plush sheepskin washmits with a two bucket, 
grit guard method for a Showroom Shine every time.
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C’Siders - Cancer Support 
Group
Weymouth’s Jubilee Clock sported a 
blue and white face over the 1st week-
end of December to celebrate the work 
of C’Siders. 
Chair of the group Peter Meacham and 
Treasurer Glen Castelino were keen to 
thank Weymouth Town Council for recog-
nising the work of the charity and for help-
ing to emphasise that C’Siders is still very 
much there for any cancer patient, their 
carers, friends and family. With the uncer-
tainty new strains of coronavirus bring to 
us all, the group is still providing support 
through its regular online Zoom meetings. 
C’Fit, a cancer exercise program, continues 
on Wednesdays at 11am at the Osprey Lei-
sure Centre and is available through a sim-
ple referral from a medical professional.
For more information, please email info@
csiders.org, call on 07430 695462 or find 
them on Facebook. www.facebook.com/
csiderswp

The Ministry of Steampunk held its first Steampunk inspired event in Wey-
mouth during early December. The Steampunk event  included a Pirates 
and Rum evening at the Nothe Fort with a Steampunk Market, as well as 
workshops to make Steampunk inspired Christmas decorations. There was 
also a Steampunk Ball at The Royal Hotel and the following day saw the 
Steampunk promenade from the Jubilee Clock along the Esplanade to Al-
exandra Gardens. 

The term “Steampunk” was first 
coined by K W Jeter in a letter to Locus 
Magazine in 1987. It was a joke, it re-
ferred to himself and two of his friends 
and colleagues who had made a move 
from Cyberpunk to “Gonzo-historical” 
fiction.    Whilst “Steampunk” had fig-
ured as a theme and style prior 
to this and indeed enjoyed some 
popularity in the late eighties 
the name was virtually redun-
dant.     In the early years 
of this century however 
things changed. “Steam-
punk” as a name came 
to be attached to 3D 
art, costuming, gadg-
ets and events rather 
than just to literature 
and a social scene and 
movement began to 
grow and develop.
Many of the 
visualisations of 
Steampunk have their 
origins with, among 
others, Walt Disney’s film 
20,000 Leagues Under the 
Sea (1954), including the 
design of the submarine 
the Nautilus, its interiors 
and the crew’s underwater 
gear; and George Pal’s film 
The Time Machine (1960), 
especially the design of the 
time machine itself. A major catalyst 
in this was the online forum “Brass 
Goggles”, a number of the Ministry 
of Steampunk first met via this forum 
and when it became evident that 
there was a demand for an event 
in the UK for Steampunks to come 
together and share ideas and interests 
the Victorian Steampunk Society 
was created to facilitate this.     The 
word Victorian was included simply 
because the general public had no 
idea what Steampunk was about or 

represented.  In Great Britain however 
Victoriana is never far away. As 
Steampunk has grown and developed 
however we no longer need to include 
the “Victorian” as a clue and thus the 
Ministry of Steampunk has emerged.
Steampunk has a growing following 
in the UK and Europe. The largest 
European event is “Weekend at the 
Asylum”, held at The Lawn, Lincoln, 
every September since 2009. 
Organised as a not-for-profit event 
by the Ministry of Steampunk, the 
Asylum is a dedicated Steampunk 
event which takes over much of the 
historical quarter of Lincoln, England, 
along with Lincoln Castle. In 2011, 
there were over 1000 Steampunks in 
attendance. The event features the 
Empire Ball, Majors Review, Bazaar 
Eclectica, and the international Tea 
Duelling final.
Steampunk fashion takes inspiration 
from the best of the past and cov-
ers Georgian, Victorian and Edward-
ian eras plus adding in science fiction 
and fantasy with an imaginative twist.  
Steampunk-influenced outfits are 
usually accented with several techno-

logical and “period” accessories: 
timepieces, parasols, flying/
driving goggles and ray guns. 

Modern accessories like mobile 
phones or music players can 

be found in Steampunk out-
fits, after being modified 

to give them the appear-
ance of Victorian-era ob-
jects. Post-apocalyptic 
elements, such as gas 
masks, ragged clothing, 

and tribal motifs, can also 
be included.
Steampunk became a com-

mon descriptor for home-
made objects sold on the 
craft network Etsy between 
2009 and 2011, though 
many of the objects and 

fashions bear little resem-
blance to earlier established 

descriptions of Steampunk.
This year Hornby have embraced 
the art form with a range of 

model railway sets based on 
the Steampunk theme, with 
inspired designs of steam lo-

comotives, carriages and wagons, aim-
ing to bring the Steampunk genre to a 
younger audience.

AT WEYMOUTH
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By Grahame Howard

The start of another New 
Year

Well, here we are again, another 
new year - 2022. They seem to 
come around so fast that it’s hard 
to keep up with them. I’m mentally 
still in the 60s and 70s. They were 
good decades and had great music 
in them too. 
I mean we had the Beatles, Gerry and 
the Pacemakers, Billy Fury, Cliff, Elvis 
and Joe Brown, just to mention a few. 
We also had the start of Radio One 
with Tony Blackburn, I used to live 
round the corner from him when he 
lived in Poole. They were great times.
Then of course, there were the 
clothes, flower power shirts, wide 

ties, wide lapels on the jackets, flared 
trousers, high stacks and don’t for-
get, long hair. I was still in the army at 
the time and had just returned from 
a posting in West Berlin in 1973, so 
long hair was a no-go but I made up 
for it with the highest stacks I could 
find and very wide flares, not while 
I was on parade though. The flares 
were tight around the thigh but so 
wide at the ankle that the CO could 
have fitted in the bottom as well. 
That is, of course if I had known her 
then, which I didn’t. She missed out 
on that delight.
Music is still great today though, I 
love it. I am a dedicated Mike Old-
field fan, however, there was some-
thing amazing about the 60s and 
70s. It’s strange really the way fash-
ions change. Back in the 60s, most 
men wore drainpipe trousers, so 
tight that you spent an hour trying 
to take them off. Then the trend went 
to flares, whether in trouser form or 
in Levi jeans. In the 70s, we used to 
iron our jeans, putting a crease in the 
front and back. I used spray starch 
for mine and if you got in the way of 
them, they would chop your hands 
off. It was the same with the sleeves 
on a shirt. I think this was army train-
ing but probably you did the same if 
you were my age.

Waverley Supplies Ltd
Agricultural and Workplace supplies incl PPE

Vapormatic Agricultural parts and Total Oils available
Hand Gels and Sanitisers, Face Masks, Nitrile Gloves, Paper Towels

Other products available on request, Free Local Delivery
07599 674355 or sales@waverleysupplies.co.uk

Visit www.waverleysupplies.co.uk

I finished my time with the army 
around the mid 70s but remained on 
the reserve until the early 90s. It was 
great to grow my hair after so long. 
It took ages though but eventually I 
resembled most men. This was when 
the CO had a lucky break and met 
me. She’s been a kept woman ever 
since. I could say that we have never 
had a row at all, but, I would be lying. 
In the early days it could be war at 
times in our household with neither 
of us wanting to back down or admit 
they were in the wrong. Things have 
settled down now after over forty 
years together. She knocked me 
into shape, not physically of course, 
although I’m sure she wanted to at 
times. She’s a changed woman too, 
but she is still in charge. (Or she 
thinks she is ha ha).
Talking of the stacks that I used to 
wear; they must have been about 6 
inches high and the first time I wore 
them, I banged my head on the door 
frame, stumbled and fell onto the 
dog’s bed and had to take them off 
because I couldn’t stand back up 
because of the height of the heels. 
It was good to be 6 inches taller 
though but, really difficult to drive. I 
had an old mini at the time but found 
it difficult to fit in the car without 
great effort and then, the heels got 
in the way of the foot pedals. How-
ever, I persevered and got the hang 
of things after a short while.
The first time I met the CO, she was 
only small, I towered over her. At 
first she didn’t notice the stacks and 
thought this was my normal height. 
When she saw me without them on, 
I was only about an inch taller than 
her and this is when she started to 

call me, her little fat bloke.
I had sung and played guitar in a 
band in the 60s and my love of music 
has carried on all of my life. Now, my 
daughter is a professional singer and 
my 16 year old grandson is at music 
college and has his own band. I never 
play a guitar in front of him now be-
cause he leaves me standing. He is 
a most astounding lead guitarist. In 
fact, he can play most instruments, 
guitar, piano, keyboard, drums and 
is now learning the violin - stand-
ard and electric. His choice of music 
is rather different to mine though. 
We are talking Green Day, Metallica, 
Black Sabbath and others. 
When I think, this all started from the 
swinging sixties. It’s a privilege to 
have a very talented musical family. 
However, the CO can’t sing for tof-
fee; she tried and no one would give 
her any. She does try though and the 
sound is between Hilda Ogden, of 
Coronation Street fame singing and 
Henry our cat when he wants feed-
ing. In fact, Henry sounds more tal-
ented. Even a local vicar told her that 
she sounded rather like Paul Robe-
son, the old spiritual singer.
The thing is, I would never swap the 
CO, no one else would have me and 
she does come in useful at times. 
She’s great at cutting the front lawn 
and her omelettes are fantastic, plus 
she is a good friend. Let’s face it, we 
have been married for over 40 years 
now, not even the train robbers got 
that long.

See you in February

Dorset Treeworx

Tel: (01305) 821897  Mob: 07816 584020
Web: www.dorsettreeworx.co.uk      Email: dorsettreeworx@live.co.uk

TREEWORX

DORSET

All aspects of tree and 
hedge work undertaken

• Fully Insured • Free no obligation quotes and estimates

New work - Repairs - Refurbishment - Carpentry - Tiling - Painting 
Decorating - Kitchen and Bathroom Fitting - Building Work

Laminate Floors etc
30 years experience - FREE quotations. Please call

Mark Stanton    01305 815609    07969 919837

01305 826841 / 01305 820993 
Pebble Lane, Chiswell, Portland

PORTLAND JOINERY LTD 
Carpentry & JoineryCarpentry & Joinery

(R J & S Wilson)

www.portlandjoinery.co.uk          E-mail: portlandjoineryltd@hotmail.co.uk

Architectural Drawings prepared for:
Loft Conversions / Extensions / Alterations

Domestic / Commercial

Contact: Tel/Fax: 01305 821310 
Mobile 0781 8847665

59 Reforne, Portland, Dorset. DT5 2AW
Email: stevenjonesplandesign@btinternet.com

BA Honours in Architecture

One call we do it all 
Painting interior and exterior, papering, 

plastering, boarding, rendering and tiling.

Call Tom 07789791075

Plastering and Decorating 

5 St Davids Road, WEYMOUTH, DT4 9LR
Tel: (01305) 775307 or 07790 224308

TONY THORPETONY THORPETONY THORPE
Painter and Decorator

Interiors and Exteriors
Decorating

No Job too Small!

THE MONUMENTAL MASONS
ESTABLISHED 1876

Website:- www.stonesmasonry.co.uk

Established over 140 years
For new memorials request our colour brochure

Additional inscriptions and renovation work our speciality

Home visits by appointment

We take pride in providing a personal service offering 
the highest quality craftsmanship.

Newstead Road, Westham,
Weymouth, DT4 0DU

Tel: 01305 784556

Email us: Weymouth@stonesmasonry.co.uk
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Health & Beauty
Feeling 
Better 

Abbigail  Langstone - Wring  
BSc, FETC, MAR.

www.dorsetclinicalreflexology.co.uk 

Abbigail Langstone-Wring BSc 
DHom   FETC   MAR    MFHT    MCThA

Award Winning Complementary Practitioner
Clinical Refl exology  Homoeopathy  Counselling

Elimination Diets & Nutrition
PCR Langstone-Wring Method ™
www.dorsetclinicalrefl exology.co.uk

01305 784986   abigailwring@btinternet.com

Head Head 
StyleStyle

Opening Times
• Monday Closed
• Tuesday 9.00 - 5.00                 
• Wednesday 9.00 - 5.00
• Thursday 9.00 - 6.00
• Friday 9.00 - 6.00      
• Saturday 8.30 - 1.30

�
�Celebrating 30 years in business

Chalbury Corner, 

Preston, Weymouth

Telephone 01305 834647

NEW CONSULTANT 
Su - 07810 232016

Lanehouse - Saturday 8.30 & 10.00am.

Karen - 07484 647558
Portland Methodist Church Hall

Monday 5.30 &  7.00pm. Tuesday 9.00 & 10.30am.
Wyke Working Men’s Club 

Tuesday 4.00, 5.30 & 7.00pm.

Debbie - 07986 709671
Preston - Monday 5.45pm. 

Littlemoor - Tuesday 5.45 & 7.15pm.

Teresa - 07854 492259
Upwey and Broadway - Tuesday 9.30 & 11.30am.

Call now for more information 

Our groups now open with 
image therapy

Su

I am fully vaccinated and my practice 
covid secure to offer treatments includ-
ing Vega/Homoeopathic follow- up ap-
pointments for existing patients and to 
accept referrals. Specialising in Clinical 
Reflexology for cancer patients.

A New Year Reflective 
Exercise

I thought that at the start of a New 
Year it would be a great opportunity 
to reflect over my past year working 
as a complementary practitioner 
during covid. 
It is best practice to review how my 
overall practice runs focusing on my 

private practice, provision of clinical 
reflexology to the NHS and the deliv-
ery of my face-to -face training cours-
es. Adopting a reflective format will 
highlight where operational changes 
have been made and their impact 
from the patient perspective.
Assessing how my private practice 
has functioned during covid has been 
a difficult task. Mainly because it was 
necessary to bring in innovative and 
un-tested methods to enable me to 
continue to see patients. The chal-
lenges being to follow evolving Gov-
ernment Health & Safety and profes-
sional guidelines whilst providing 
a holistic service. I set about this by 
implementing changes to my contact 
and appointment options by adding 
and up-dating covid information to 
my website/email. Adjusting appoint-
ment schedules to make allowances 
for surgery cleaning between patients 

and my donning & doffing PPE. The 
most important change has come 
about through covid vaccination. In 
my opinion informing patients of my 
vaccine status has re-assured them 
of my professionalism and how seri-
ously I take my duty of care for them. 
The success of my actions was illus-
trated by feedback from a Weymouth 
lady with acute sciatica. ‘ Thank you 
so much for seeing me at this difficult 
time Abbigail, and helping with my 
pain. Knowing you were vaccinated 
I felt very safe in your hands and left 
after reflexology feeling relaxed and 
the pain significantly lessened. I have 
carried out your suggested stretches 
and pleased to say I am now pain free’. 
Assessing my provision of Clinical Re-
flexology service to the local NHS Hos-
pital cancer services was an easier task 
as I routinely carry out ‘snap-shot’ pa-
tient survey’s which supply data on the 
performance of the service and effec-
tiveness of the therapy in this case clin-
ical reflexology. Consent/Evaluation 
forms are filled out by every patient 
receiving clinical reflexology at the 
Fortuneswell Ward, Chemotherapy or 
Radiotherapy clinics at DCHFT. These 
forms inform annual audit and fund-
ing applications. A patient comment ‘I 
am so grateful for this service ( reflex-
ology) I didn’t know what reflexology 
was but look forward to coming for my 
chemotherapy sessions now after ex-
periencing how reflexology relaxes me 
and helps me cope with chemo and it’s 
side effects. ’. 
Assessing the effectiveness of my face-
to-face training relied on participant 
feedback questionnaires. Participants 

score the main learning points of the 
course, identifying areas that need 
more input. My course is evidence 
based and it’s content constantly up-
dated with research findings. Partici-
pant comment ‘ Brilliant course I learnt 
so much. Highly professional standard 
of course content and attention to 
detail. I felt safe throughout the day 
knowing all course attendees were 
vaccinated and Abbigail’s strict covid 
protocols were observed at all times. 
Will recommend’. 
I conclude this exercise sharing an 
email response to my last article. 
‘thank you Abbigail for bringing lone-
liness to the fore, living alone I never 
considered myself lonely until the re-
strictions brought about by covid. Liv-
ing through this experience as taught 
me the value of contact with my family 
that live away and the simple pleas-
ures of friendship. I feel calm and in a 
strange way more resilient and opti-
mistic for the future after having my 
vaccine. I hope others feel the same. 
Do keep writing your articles as I al-
ways feel informed and uplifted after 
reading them’ .
Contact Tel 01305 784986. abigail-
wring@btinternet.com www.dorset-
clinicalreflexology.co.uk Abbigail is ful-
ly qualified, insured and DBS checked 
with 30 years professional experience 
specialising in Clinical Reflexology, 
Nutrition, Homoeopathy and Coun-
selling. Author of ‘Holistic Health Tips’ 
available from Buena Vista Gypsy Lane 
Weymouth Dorset DT4 0BZ. £9.00.inc 
p&p
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the Sunday closet to that date.) 
Wyke Regis Social Club again provided 
Santa’s Grotto and did a roaring trade 
in mulled wine and cider and mince 
pies. This is another stall that sells out, I 
keep saying do more baking next year! 
With stalls in the large and smaller Me-
morial Halls and at the Social Club we 
were able to offer more indoor space 
but maintain reasonable social dis-
tancing. This will be continued next 
year. The church organised the Grand 
Christmas draw amassing an array of 
spectacular prizes and raising a much 
needed £2600 for church funds. 
Our thanks to Jane Thomas, Paice 
Blinds, O’Three, Bridge Fair Trade, The 
Fat Badger and The Smugglers, Port-
land Sailing Academy, Weymouth Os-
teopathy, the D-Day Centre, Domino’s 
Pizzas, Heather Hicks, Janet Hall, Kevin 
Thomas and Diane Philliart, Bob Hen-

derson, Dowset Motors and B&Q and 
many more for so generously donating 
such wonderful prizes. 
Sadly, Weymouth Community Volun-
teers who have helped us each year 
did not survive the pandemic lock 
down. They have been a huge support 
to almost every event not just in Wyke 
but across Weymouth for many, many 
years; we wish them all good luck for 
the future.
Wyke Christmas Street Fayre is a com-
munity event organised and run by 
local people. All money raised is do-
nated to causes within Wyke Regis. If 
you would like to be involved in next 
years event, if you would like to run a 
stall or entertain me at katywheller@
gmail.com I will be pleased to pass 
your inquiries to the new organisers.
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• Domestic/ Commercial / Industrial
• Plumbing / Heating
• Boiler services
• Landlord certifi cates
• Power fl ushing and descaling
• Rewires
• Periodic test and inspection
• Fire Alarms & Emergency Lighting
• Bathrooms / Kitchens
• General building maintenance

01305 772774

www.nothe.co.uk

01305 774370  Email: info@phoenixdentalcare.uk  www.phoenixdentalcare.uk

Phoenix Dental Care, 86 Portland Road, Weymouth, DT4 9AB

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS (PRIVATE AND PLAN)


