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Local news
Sutton Poyntz Jubilee 
Coronation Exhibition
As part of the celebrations in Sutton 
Poyntz there will be a Coronation 
Exhibition in the Mission Hall Sut-
ton Poyntz on Friday June 3rd from 
12 noon to 4 pm and Saturday June 
4th from 10 am to 4pm. 
On display there will be a wide range 
of memorabilia together with informa-
tion and photographs from the Echo 
and Preston Parish magazine detail-
ing the events that took place. Entry is 
free and there will be teas, coffees and 
home made cakes.
This event is being supported by a 
Jubilee Grant Award from Weymouth 
Town Council.

Sutton Poyntz Village 
WI 
Sutton Poyntz Village WI met in the 
Mission Hall for our May meeting. 
The speaker was Alan Jenkins and 
the topic was ‘Counter Terrorism’. 
We had had this speaker recommend-
ed to us and it has to be said that we 
were really not sure of what to expect 
and after the talk a number of mem-
bers commented that they had really 
not expected the topic to really be very 
relevant to our lives in deepest Dorset! 
But as the talk progressed our interest 
was sparked and we were reluctant to 

stop Alan’s very engaging talk in time 
for us to complete our meeting and 
have a cup of tea. 
Alan talked about his experience as 
a police officer in his role where he 
was involved in preventing terror-
ism in this country and indeed in this 
county. He talked about the different 
terrorist groups currently active, and 
how the three ‘P’s’ Pursue, Protect, and 
Prepare underpin all of the work being 
undertaken to keep us as safe as pos-
sible from groups who, for their own 
radical end, try constantly to disrupt 
our safety. He talked about, and gave 
us figures about the numbers of po-
tential cases where, without Counter 

Terrorism Intelligence, the quality of 
our lives within even our own local 
communities could be interrupted 
and possibly lives lost. He talked about 
the dangers of particularly vulnerable 
young people being open to radi-
calisation. It was suggested that we 
should all be alert to these dangers 
in our families and neighbourhoods. 
We heard how we need to be aware 
that when poverty and peer pressure 
and poor self-esteem are at play, and 
when young people’s mental health 
is poor, that they are more likely to 
be wanting acceptance within a peer 
group and that this can cause them to 
be drawn to a sense of belonging that 
they might think they can gain from 
belonging to extremist groups. It was 
all very interesting and left us with lots 
to think about.
On a much lighter note. A group of 
members spent a lovely morning 
walking amongst the Bluebells in 
Thorncombe Wood. It was a real treat 
to see the bluebells in full bloom and 
to hear the bird song. We heard the 
cuckoo, an uncommon sound these 
days, we saw deer and some members 
walked round to Rushy Pond enjoy-
ing seeing the ponies freely roaming 
the area. Walking done we met up for 
coffee and cakes at the Visitors Centre 
Café. An excellent morning spent in 
the fresh air and managing to be on 
our way home before the rain started!

Preston Village Market 
To be held in St Andrew’s Church 
Rooms, Church Road, Preston on 
Saturday 4th June.
We will be selling our usual high qual-
ity goods including many Crafts and 
Cards. There will be many plants for 
sale as well as Free Range Eggs, Pro-
duce, Edibles and Preserves. Our Avon 
lady and local Author will be selling 
their wares. As well as our Traidcraft 
stall there will be lots more. Of course 
our delicious refreshments will be 
available.
This time we will be raising funds for 
Weymouth ‘Leg Club’. A non-profit 
making organisation. Morning ses-
sions held in Village/Church halls for 
treatment of leg ulcers in a friendly, 
relaxed atmosphere, also St Andrew’s 
Church Fund.
Free entrance but donations to our lo-
cal charities will be much appreciated.

Wyke Regis WI 
At our April members‘ meeting we 
were joined by Andy Price founder 
of the Veterans’ Hub and Bella, his 
charming assistance dog. 
Andy told us that Service Dogs UK 
match veterans who have PTSD (post-
traumatic stress disorder) with rescue 
dogs and he shared some of his ex-
periences of working in security in 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya. The Vet-
erans‘ Hub is a space for veterans who 
have suffered trauma and their fami-
lies to share their experiences and help 
each other. As well as providing a cafe 
(which is open to the public) they also 
have an allotment, gym, second-hand 
shop and offer a venue for drop-in clin-
ics and other advice services. The Vet-
erans’ Hub offers companionship and 
a sense of purpose in helping to run 
the centre.
We are sorry to report that, due to un-
foreseen circumstances, we have had 
to change the dates of our singers‘ 
concert. This will now be held on 14th 
and 15th of June. If you bought tick-
ets for the original May dates they are 
valid for the new dates. If you cannot 
make the new dates and want to claim 
a refund please contact us (see be-
low). There are still some tickets avail-
able from the secretary of the singers’ 
group or on the door on the night of 
the concerts. If you have any queries 
please contact us:
Phone: 07719312901
Email: secretary@wykeregiswi.org.uk
www.facebook.com/wykeregiswi
www.wykeregiswi.org.uk

Wyke Regis 
Horticultural Society
A wide range of flowers and vegeta-
ble seedlings are ready to plant out. 
Membership renewals were due on 
1st April, £5 as before. You can re-
new online. 
The Trading Post is open on Weds 2 - 
4pm and Sats 9.30 - 12.30. New mem-
bers welcome. There will be Coffee and 
cake on Saturday 4th June to celebrate 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. For 
more information, email: enquiries@
wrhs.org.uk or leave a message on 
01305 759668.

Weymouth And 
Portland Ladies’ 
Probus
The Weymouth and Portland Ladies’ 
PROBUS held their April Meeting in 
Weymouth Pavilion on 20th April. 
This was during the School Easter 
Holidays, when there was such a lot 
of activity in the Pavilion. 
It was wonderful to see what an impor-
tant role The Pavilion plays in our local 
community life. We moved from the 
piano bar on this occasion, to the Sun 
Deck, which is in a really lovely part 
of the pavilion, with lovely views and 
which has recently been refurbished 
to a high standard. Kerri Gough, the 
Events Coordinator did a great job of 
serving coffee for us, waitress style and 
our thanks to the Pavilion for provid-
ing such a lovely space in such a busy 
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week and to Kerri for the ‘Coffee Run’.
Our speaker was Dr Jeremy Barker 
who spoke a bout James Thornhill a 
local artist, whose work can be seen 
in St Paul’s Cathedral, Greenwich, The 
Royal Academy and locally in St Mary’s 
church in Weymouth. This was a really 
interesting talk, and Dr Barker really 
brought James Thornhill alive for us. 
At the end of the talk we felt that we 
knew Thornhill, the man quite well.
Following the talk the Committee in-
vited Dr Barker to lunch at Rockfish on 
the Esplanade.
We now have a full programme for 
2022. In May we have Charlie Wheeler 
from The Swannery coming to talk to 
us. In June we will be celebrating the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with a cream 
tea at the Wishing Well and on that day 
there will be no meeting in the Piano 
Bar.
Meanwhile we welcome new mem-
bers to come and join us. We normally 
meet on the third Wednesday of the 
month in the Piano Bar at The Pavilion, 
from 10am - 12 noon. 
For further information and encour-
agement to come along please con-
tact:
Yvonne Skinner, (Chairlady) 01305 
779815
Or Sarah Simpson at Sarah _simo-
son2@talktalk.net

Foundation Governor 
at St Andrews CE 
Primary School
Are you someone who can 
#makeadifference to the children in 
our school? St Andrews is a busy but 
friendly school, with lots going on. 
We believe that education really is 
the lighting of a fire and our aim is 
to equip our children with the aca-
demic, social and emotional skills to 
succeed in life. 
Our school is on an exciting journey, 
and the belief that every child de-
serves an excellent education every 
day is what motivates us in all we do. 
You can find more about our school on 
our website: https://www.standrews-
wey.dsat.org.uk/
We are writing to invite expressions 
of interest in the role of Foundation 
Governor at St Andrews CE Primary 
School. As a governor, you would be 
part of our Academy Ethos and Stand-
ards Committee. A governor’s role is 
to provide challenge and support to 

school leaders in relation to stand-
ards, pupil progress and outcomes, 
school improvement, ethos, commu-
nity engagement and safeguarding. 
Foundation governors also have spe-
cific responsibility for monitoring and 
developing the Christian Ethos of the 
school, and as such, normally need to 
be active Christians. 
You do not need a background in edu-
cation to be a school governor but 
an interest in making a difference to 
children’s academic and personal de-
velopment is essential. Our governors 
have an important strategic role and 
there are a range of skill sets, knowl-
edge and experience which you could 
bring to the role in supporting the 
school. 
The school community at St Andrew’s 
has experienced challenging times 
over the last few years with the pan-
demic and school closures. We would 
warmly welcome governors who are 
keen to #makeadifference by helping 
the staff and children to help us recov-
er and move forwards. 
Our governors meet formally six times 
per year but are encouraged and wel-
come to visit at other times to get to 
know the school, the staff and the pu-
pils.
If you feel you, or someone known to 
you, possess the skills, knowledge or 
experience to become an academy 
governor as a volunteer please con-
tact the ASEC clerk by email clerk@
standrews.dsat.org.uk to express your 
interest and/or ask any questions you 
may have. No previous experience is 
required as induction and ongoing 
training will be provided.

Rachel Soper
Clerk to ASEC, St Andrews CE Primary 
School
Email: clerk@standrews.dsat.org.uk

Family History Society
The South Dorset group of the Som-
erset & Dorset Family History Socie-
ty will be holding their May meeting 
on the 20th of the month and will 
feature a new speaker, Ed Perkins, 
with a talk entitled ‘Poole & the Se-
cret War’
Their June meeting will take place on 
Friday 17th when Ian Brooke will pre-
sent his talk ‘Disaster-What Disaster? - 
Britain’s Worst Maritime Disaster.’
As usual, the meeting will be held at 
the St, Aldhelm’s Church Centre, Spa 

Road, Radipole, at 3pm. The talk will be 
preceded by tea or coffee. Admission is 
£2. For more information contact John 
on 01305 776008.

Wyke Regis Christmas 
Street Fayre 
The next Wyke Regis Christmas 
Street Fayre  will take place on 
Sunday 6th December from 11.00 – 
4.30.  Put the date in your diary and 
be sure not to miss the Christmas 
event of the year.
After 12 years of organising the Street 
Fayre I am standing down. My thanks 
to Colin Huckle who has acted as treas-
urer for many years and is also retiring. 
I am confident that we are leaving the 
event in very capable hands. 
Members of Wyke Regis Social Club 
and All Saints Church gave huge sup-
port for Christmas 2021 and will be 

joining together in full charge for 2022. 
Jo Taylor has  contacted all stall hold-
ers, if you are interested in taking part 
but haven’t heard from her  you can 
also contact her at jotaylor13@sky.com 
or by phone on 07791 764599, she will 
be supported by Elaine Colebrook as 
the new treasurer and Charlayne Ap-
sey all from the Social Club. Jeff Thom-
as, Lynda Ferry and Maxine Foster will 
be leading for All Saints Church.  You 
will recall the spectacular Raffle Prizes 
for 2021, if you would like to donate 
again please contact church members.  
For entertainment please get in touch 
with the club members.       I hope that 
as the pandemic finally comes under 
control the popular Wyke Regis Soci-
ety display will return for 2022.  And 
Santa is already on alert. 
As you know there were problems 
with the lights for our Christmas Tree 
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Professional Will Writer
Fully Insured - Home Visits

www.wills.org.uk
sales@wills.org.uk

You need a Will!
Everybody knows this but 
many people are put off by the 
uncertainty of the costs involved 
and the process. 

I remove all those barriers and 
help you gain the peace of mind 
that comes when you have your 
Will written by an expert.

Price List
Single Will ......................... £139
Joint/Mirror Wills* ............. £159
Trust Wills* ........................ £339   
LPAs per person ............... £199
+ Registration fee

*Priced per pair, not each, 
full pricing on our website

The process is simple, I take 
your instructions, you then 
get drafts for approval before 
the originals are printed. Once 
the drafts are approved, I 
print the originals and post 
them to you fi rst class with full 
signing instructions, I can even 
supervise the signing if you want 
me to.

For your peace of mind all of 
the Wills that I write are covered 
by £2.5 million Professional 
Indemnity Insurance, I am a 
Member of The Society of Will 
Writers and keep up to date with 
regular courses so the advice I 
offer is the best and most up to 
date available.

Call us now on 01305 774786       

Also available:
Probate Service - Conveyancing - LPAs 

Alumina Pro
• Length 90cm/35"
• Width 50cm/20"
• Height 105cm/41"
• Total Weight 75lbs/34kg
• Range 30 miles/48km
• Speed 4mph/6kph
•  Battery 24ov 37.2ah lithium
• Free Demonstrations Available

The lightest travel Scooter with 30 mile Range
The Alumina range offers the innovation of both an Aluminium chassis 
and Lithium battery technology, making it the lightest car boot scooter 
with the longest range.

The heaviest part weighing just 10kg, generous leg room, soft 
grip tiller handlebar and a larger than standard seat with 
full suspension make for an amazingly comfortable ride.

MACPHERSON HOUSE IN PRESTON 

PROVIDES SUPPORTED ACCOMMODATION 

FOR OLDER PEOPLE
• All rooms en suite and on the ground fl oor

• Monthly fee includes, council tax, electricity, gas, water and repairs 
• All meals provided • Social activities provided from time to time.

There are shops, post offi ce, chemist, bus service and doctors surgery 
within easy reach • Short stay or trial room available

Please call 01305 833229

ABBEYFIELD (WEYMOUTH) SOCIETY

(Reg Charity No 246972)

Also care at
LEGH HOUSE REGISTERED CARE HOME

Day care available. 
Warm, comfortable home, activities and caring staff. 

A home for 18 residents
Rylands Lane, Wyke Regis. (01305) 773663

Making time for   older people
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Slava Borecki’s sculpture, ‘A Message of Peace’, 

in the Square for 2021.  In order to pre-
vent that from happening ever again 
I have been in touch with Weymouth 
Town Council (WTC) and Dorset Coun-
cil (DC) and arrangements are being 
made for a permanent electric supply 
to be installed. We will delay distribu-
tion of the funds that were raised so 
that 
we can cover that cost if we need to. . 
Wyke Christmas Street Fayre is a com-
munity event organised and run by 
and for local people. All money  raised 
is donated to causes within Wyke Re-
gis.  If you would like to be involved in 
next years event,  if you would like to 
run a stall or entertain contact those 
listed above or me at katywheller@
gmail.com  
I will be pleased to pass your inquiries 
to the new organisers 
I look forward to seeing you all again 
for Christmas 2022. 

Ukrainian Sand 
Sculptor Makes Plea 
For Peace in Weymouth
Weymouth’s SandWorld Sculpture 
Park welcomes award-winning 
Ukrainian Sand Sculptor Slava 
Borecki as he makes a plea for peace 
across the world. 
Moving from Ukraine to Poland 24 
years ago, Slava Borecki’s hometown, 
100km from Kyiv has been bombed, 
with the schools, airport, military bas-
es and roads destroyed. 
Slava has now opened the home he 
shares with his family in Poland to 19 
Ukrainian refugees, including 9 chil-
dren and says that his neighbours in 
Poland have all done the same. 
Whilst there are collection points 
across cities in Poland offering food, 
toys and clothes, the Borecki fam-
ily currently cover all other costs with 
their own money. 

This is Slava’s third visit to SandWorld 
in Weymouth, Dorset. However he 
comments that this year’s visit and 
sculpture, ‘A message of Peace’, is in-
credibly meaningful to him. 
He said: ‘This sculpture represents a 
situation where evil takes harvest and 
sows the seeds of hatred and is a plea 
for peace. I do not believe the war is 
between good and bad, both sides 
will lose no matter what – due to the 
deaths and devastation caused by this 
war and all others before it. This sculp-
ture is carved with ‘Thou Shall Not Kill’. 
I wish for the killing to stop and for 
peace for all.’
Slava has a deep understanding of 
what life can be like for soldiers post-
war, after his brother fought in Afghan-
istan taking over ten years to recover. 
He also knows of soldiers who have 
taken their own life due to PTSD. This is 
why he believes there are no winners 
in war. 
After returning from Afghanistan, Sla-
va’s brother told him to do all he could 
never to go to war himself and after 
seeing his artwork from university told 
him to chase his dream of being an art-
ist – this Slava did. 
Co-founder of SandWorld, Mark An-
derson, met Slava in 1998 during a 
Sand Sculpture Festival in Moscow – 
here, Slava’s sculpture was crowned 
the winner and the pair formed a great 
appreciation of each other’s work. 
Slava’s sculpture, ‘A Message of Peace’, 
will be raising funds for Ukrainian 
Charity ‘Above All’ with a scannable QR 
code.
The ‘Above All’ charity project was 
launched to provide a long-term re-
habilitation program for war victims 
in Ukraine. Their aim is to provide all 
Ukrainian children and adults who are 
affected by the war with the necessary 
medical and psychological assistance. 
Donations can also be made directly at 
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/

above-all-charity-project and www.
ponad-use.org/en/

Cub Scouts want you 
for a Life Changing 
Adventure
Weymouth South Scout Group is 
a thriving pack based at the Scout 
Hut in Ryland’s Lane. We are looking 
for a new Adult Volunteer (or Two 
or Three) to join our Tuesday group 
and support our Cub packs. We have 
2 Cub packs for children aged 8 to 
10½ - one meets on a Tuesday and 
the other group meets on a Thurs-
day from 6.00pm. to 7.30pm.
Scouting offers fun, challenge and eve-
ryday adventure to 400,000 children 
across the UK. But It is about fun and 
friendship for adults too and therefore 
there is no better time to get involved. 
Here is what you can expect:
Improve your CV & put your skills to ef-
fective use
Try new things & gain Qualifications
Become an active member of your 
community
Meet new people and have fun!
So, if you are interested, please do 
call our Cub Scout Leader Gerardine 
Stimpson on 07826 334438 or email 
her on weymouthsouthcubs@outlook.
com

Looking forward to the 
BAFTS Conference
At the end of May myself and our 
most regular volunteer will be head-
ing off to The Centre for Alternative 
Technology in mid Wales to attend 
a BAFTS Conference. BAFTS is a 
network of independent shops and 
suppliers dedicated to promoting 
Fair Trade retail in the UK. 
After 2 years of attending the confer-
ence online we are looking forward to 
meeting fellow shop owners in person. 
The conference is in a different part of 
the country each year but the venue 

chosen this year is particularly excit-
ing. 
The Centre for Alternative Technology 
(CAT) is a world-renowned eco centre 
that demonstrates practical solutions 
for a sustainable future. We will spend 
2 days in buildings which have been 
carefully designed with consideration 
to eco methods and materials. Energy 
consumption is carefully minimised 
and on-site renewable energy installa-
tions feed into the grid. The buildings 
are heated by biomass boilers, and wa-
ter is heated by solar-thermal cells on 
the roof. CAT is an educational charity 
dedicated to researching and commu-
nicating positive solutions for environ-
mental change. They speak to govern-
ment and campaigners about policies 
that would help create a zero carbon 
Britain as well as training students in 
all aspects of sustainability. It promises 
to be an interesting experience!
Another important thing the confer-
ence provides is a chance to meet 
some truly inspirational suppliers. 
Many of the smaller supply organisa-
tions are run by individuals who are 
providing a valuable link between 
small producers and small retailers 
like ourselves. It would be impossible 
for us to locate the producers and 
import directly in the quantities that 
we are able to sell but through these 
suppliers the producers have access 
to the UK market. One such supplier 
is Karakorum, aptly named after the 
ancient capital of the Mongol Empire, 
an important town on the trade route 
between Asia and the West. Karako-
rum is run by Natasha who set up the 
company after travelling to Asia and 
meeting many of the artisans she now 
supports. Her aim is to support tradi-
tional crafts, small businesses and fair 
trade practices. We buy our Swazi Can-
dles through her but as well as whole-
sale she also has an online shop selling 
many beautiful gifts.
Another of our favourite suppliers is 
FairtoTrade run by husband and wife 
team, Melanie and David. They work 
closely with their producers and have 
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visited many of them. Through Fair-
toTrade we buy our beautiful hand-
made cards from Bangladesh and the 
Philippines, the paper mache Easter 
boxes from Kashmir and olive wood 
crosses from Bethlehem.
In these difficult economic times it is 
more important then ever to support 
the small producers whose livelihoods 
depend on the sales they can make.
If you would prefer, or are not able to 
get to the shop, we can be contact-
ed through our Facebook page The 
Bridge Fair Trade Shop or by email at 
thebridgefairtrade@gmail.com to ar-
range collection or delivery.
The Bridge Fair Trade Shop, 24 Trin-
ity Road, Weymouth, DT4 8TJ 01305 
772842
Opening times are Tuesday – Saturday 
10.00am – 4.00pm.

Concert
One Voice Choir presents ‘Medita-
tions of my Heart’ at Weymouth Bay 
Methodist Church, on Saturday 11th 
of June at 7pm. 
Tickets £10 - no charge under 16s - 
including refreshments. Tickets avail-
able on the door or from John Ellis 
07779772264.

Understanding your 
food dates
In general food law requires pre 
packed food to have a date mark. 
Depending on the food type this is 
either a ‘use by’ date or a ‘best be-
fore’ date.
The use by date is about safety and is 
the most important date to remem-
ber! Food with a use by date goes off 
quickly even if it is stored correctly and 
looks and smells fine. You find it on 
food such as meat products or ready-
prepared salads. Food can be eaten up 
until the use by date but should not be 
eaten after the date has passed. Most 
food, including meat and milk, can be 
frozen up until the use by date too. The 
food can then be defrosted and eaten 
at a later date. In these circumstances 
the use by date will no longer apply, 
but the food will still be a type of food 
that goes off quickly so should be eat-
en quickly once defrosted. For the use 
by to be a valid guide you must care-
fully follow storage instructions. 
The best before date is about quality 
and not safety. The food will be safe 
to eat after this date but the food may 
no longer be at its best. Its flavour and 
texture for example might not be as 
good. The best before date appears on 
a wide range of frozen, dried, tinned 
and other foods. The best before date 
will only be accurate if the food is 
stored according to the instructions 
on the label.
Shops can sell food once the ‘best be-
fore’ date has passed, however selling 
food past its ‘use by’ date is a criminal 
offence and can lead to prosecution. 
Dorset Council Trading Standards 
would like to know if you find some-
one selling food past its use by date. 
To report something to Trading Stand-
ards or for advice about goods or ser-
vices you have bought then please 
contact the Citizens Advice consumer 

helpline on 08082231133.

Guide Dogs appeal 
for volunteers in 
Weymouth 
Sight loss charity Guide Dogs is ap-
pealing for volunteers in Weymouth 
who could help local people with 
sight loss get out and about and 
back into the community. 
Guide Dogs’ My Sighted Guide service 
supports individuals living with sight 
loss to get out and about in their local 
area by improving their confidence, 
mobility, and independence – all of 
which could not be achieved without 
the support and dedication of life-
changing My Sighted Guide volun-
teers.
Laura Robertson, of Guide Dogs, says, 
“Living with sight loss can result in 
many people feeling lonely, isolated 
and feeling as though they have lost 
their place within society. Unfortu-
nately, this is now truer than ever as we 
continue to emerge from the health 
pandemic. 
‘We’re looking for individuals who can 
give back to their local community and 
help someone feel more confident go-
ing out and about. 
Please do get in touch if you could 
help someone living with sight loss by 
becoming a My Sighted Guide volun-
teer, we would absolutely love to hear 
from you.’
Partnerships are matched based on 
common interests and volunteers can 
give as much or as little time as they 
like – just a few hours a week can make 
all the difference to someone.
Volunteers must be 18 or over and an 
Enhanced Disclosure check is required 
as part of the role. Full training and 
support is provided. To apply go to 
www.guidedogs.org.uk/volunteer or 
call the volunteering team on 0345 
143 0191.

PJ Harvey visits Dorset 
Museum 
The Dorset-born singer-songwriter, 
musician and poet, has visited Dor-
set Museum ahead of the publica-
tion of her Dorset dialect narrative 
poem Orlam. 
Accompanied by her mother Eva, Har-
vey spent an afternoon at the Muse-
um, starting in the Museum’s Library. 
Here she presented Interim Director 
Elizabeth Selby with a hand-correct-
ed proof of Orlam, and an exclusive 
signed photograph of the singer wear-
ing tradi-tional Dorset buttons. She 
also gifted a published copy of Orlam, 
which she signed and wrote into the 
frontispiece ‘I’m so proud to be a local!’
Harvey drew upon the work of 19th 
century Dorset dialect poet and co-
founder of Dorset Museum, William 
Barnes, to write Orlam. A number 
of items from the Museum’s William 
Barnes collection were shown to Har-
vey to her great delight and interest. 
These included manuscript poems, 
early editions of published works in-
cluding Barnes’ Dorset dialect glossary, 
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ABBOTT & REES FUNERAL DIRECTORS
247 Abbotsbury Road, Weymouth, Dorset, DT4 0LY    

Tel: 01305 766711   Email: info@abbottandrees.co.uk   www.abbottandrees.co.uk

At times of bereavement families fi nd themselves having to 
make unfamiliar decisions and arrangements.
Stephen Rees and the staff at Abbott & Rees Funeral 
Directors provide an effi cient, dignifi ed and 
sympathetic service to assist you through 
this diffi cult time. 
We are here to help you!

TRADITIONAL 
CREMATION
FROM £2,692

UNATTENDED 
CREMATION 
FROM £1,796

TREE SURGERYLTDLTD

Local, Friendly, Family Run Business
Main Dealer Service at the fraction of the price - Please ask for details

SALES & REPAIRS

MOT STATION NOW OPEN 

Tel/Fax 01305 820835
Unit 2, Tradecroft Industrial Estate, Portland, DT5 2LN

www.peterbowergarage.co.uk
Email: peterbowergarage@yahoo.co.uk

CAR SALES
We have a great stock of cars for sale to suit all budgets and lifestyles

Courtesy Car 

Available
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Continued on page 13

Local news Continued from page 7

Interested in the history of
Portland Families or Places?
Our volunteers can help you with your Portland research

We have copies of Portland Baptism, Marriage and
Burial Records and Census Returns, Family Trees and Photos

Open Monday and Thursday mornings 10.30 to 12.30 
and other times by appointment only

email:  portlandheritage@gmaiI.com

 

Portland Heritage Study Centre
St George’s Centre, Reforne, Portland, Dorset, DT5 2AN

Available for sale at the Centre: 

The Island and Royal Manor of Portland 
Historic Sources CD – Price £15

The CD contains  a comprehensive set of records 
for Portland and is a most valuable resource for 

anyone with Portland ancestors.

• Transcripts of census records for 1841 to 1911
• Transcripts and maps of graves 

• Parish registers for the Churches of Portland
• Reconstructed families

• Churchwardens accounts, Pew Rent Book, etc

and a replica of a humstrum, a tradi-
tional instrument described by Barnes 
in his poem The Humstrum. 
The singer was introduced to Grace 
Peters-Clarke, currently Writer-in-
Residence at the Museum as part of 
a black writer scheme developed and 
funded by the international liter-ary 
competition, the Bridport Prize, in col-
laboration with best-selling author, Kit 
de Waal. Harvey discussed her writing 
process and shared with Grace her 
experiences of drawing upon Dorset 
dialect and folklore in the writing of 
Orlam.
Harvey and her mother Eva were then 
given a tour of the Museum, where 
they were par-ticularly drawn to a 
pair of buckled shoes worn by William 
Barnes, a replica of the Dorset Ooser (a 
wooden head or mask used in the 19th 
century folklore of Melbury Osmund, 
and referenced by Harvey in Orlam), 
and Thomas Hardy’s writing pens.
Born in 1969 in Bridport, Polly Jean 
Harvey grew up in the Dorset village 
of Corscombe and released her first 
album Dry with her band PJ Harvey 
in 1992. She is the only musi-cian to 
have been awarded the Mercury Mu-
sic Prize twice, in 2001 and 2011. In 
2013, she was awarded an MBE for 
services to music. Her debut poetry 
collection, The Hollow of the Hand, 
was published in 2015 and created in 
collaboration with photographer Sea-
mus Murphy. Orlam, which has been 
described as ‘a beautiful and profound 
narrative poem set in a magic realist 
version of the West Country’ was pub-

lished on 28 April.
Dorset Museum hopes to display the 
items gifted by Harvey in the near fu-
ture.
Elizabeth Selby, Interim Director of 
Dorset Museum, said: ‘We are thrilled 
and honoured that PJ Harvey has cho-
sen to gift the Museum these wonder-
ful items ahead of the publica-tion of 
Orlam. Harvey’s award-winning career, 
which spans over 30 years, has been 
ex-traordinary and wide-ranging - her 
achievements and creative output are 
something of which Dorset can be 
proud. She follows in a long tradition 
of writers including William Barnes, 
Thomas Hardy and Sylvia Townsend 
Warner whose work is shaped by Dor-
set, and who are represented in the 
Museum’s collections. It is only fitting 
that these items should be deposited 
here.’

C’Siders Cancer 
Support Group
C’Siders Cancer Support Group’s 
new venue at The Moonfleet Bowls 
Club on Newstead Road is proving a 
hit with members, having:
• Disabled access,
• Bar,
• Tea and coffee making facilities,
• Screened-off section just for us and,
• Plenty of parking
We meet Face to Face on the third 
Monday of the month, at 7.00pm. Eve-
ryone is welcome, so please do come 
along whether you are an existing 

member or whether you are new and 
just curious about what our support 
the group has to offer.
Moonfleet Bowls Club, The Marsh 
Sports Ground, Knightsdale Road, 
Weymouth, DT4 0HU.
We are very grateful to the bowls club 
for looking after C’Siders so well.
We are also thrilled that C’SIDERS trips 
and visits have restarted and we have 
trips out on the MV Freedom planned 
for June and July- please come along 
to a meeting and put your name 
down. Places are limited, so please 
don’t delay!
Weekly Table Tennis sessions are now 
also in full swing; Mondays from 2pm 
till 4pm at the Wyke Regis Community 
Sports and Social Club, Ryemead Lane, 
Wyke Regis DT4 9NS. 
Come along for a friendly game and a 
cuppa afterwards- all for a suggested 
donation of just £2.
C’Fit, our cancer rehabilitation exercise 
program, continues on Wednesdays 
at 11am at the Osprey Leisure Centre. 
The scheme is available through a 
simple referral from a medical profes-
sional.
On the first Monday of each month, 
C’SIDERS meetings will continue re-
motely on Zoom. Please contact us for 
further details.
For more information, please email 
info@csiders.org, call on 07430 695462 
or find us on Facebook. www.face-
book.com/csiderswp

C’Siders Cancer Support Group

Radipole & Southill 
Horticultural Society
The society will be holding its next 
meeting at the Southill Community 
Centre on Tuesday 14th June start-
ing at 7.30pm. 
A representative from The Gardens 
Group (which includes Poundbury 
Garden Centre) will be talking about 
gardening in a time of climate change.  
What changes to our own gardens are 
likely in the coming years? - and what 
do we need to do to prepare?  
The event is open to members and 
non-members and further information 
can be obtained on 01305 788939.

Dorchester Roman 
Townhouse Tours 
Restarting for Summer
Tours for the Roman Townhouse in 
Dorchester are restarting for Sum-
mer 2022. 
Discovered in the 1930s, one of the 
best examples of a Roman Town House 
in England is situated in Dorchester.
Following the extensive refurbish-
ment of the covered Roman Town 
House structure and grounds, Dorset 
Museum is proud to have partnered 
with Dorset Council to offer the oppor-
tunity of guided tours of the covered 
structure and grounds.
The Museum’s trained guides will take 
you through a brief history of the site 
and the precious artefacts recovered 
and now on display at the Dorset Mu-
seum. Following this, you will be taken 
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Over the Hill Over the Hill 
With Chris Hubbard

5 St Davids Road, WEYMOUTH, DT4 9LR
Tel: (01305) 775307 or 07790 224308

TONY THORPETONY THORPETONY THORPE
Painter and Decorator

Interiors and Exteriors
Decorating

No Job too Small!

• Plastering, Tiling • Painting and Decorating • Walls
• Paving and Fencing • Block Paving 

• CRB Checked • Fully Insured and Reliable
• Free Quotes • No job too small

Call Trevor on 01305 871618 or 07796 458843

Home and 
Garden 

Maintenance
07724286473 / www.jenniejonesplumbing.co.uk

Four days before writing this my In-
house Adviser and I became Great 
Grandparents for the second time, 
when our Gorgeous Great Grand-
son Rafe came into the world to join 
Great Granddaughter Evie and par-
ents Grandson George and wife Nicky. 
‘Great’ is not usually a word applied to 
us, so it is very pleasant to have it used 
twice in relatively quick succession.
One fact about his arrival seems to be 
of big importance - no pun intended 
– which is that his weight was eight 
pounds two ounces. On a visit to the 
doctor a while ago she asked me if I 
had put on any weight. My reply of 
‘Yes, over 11 stones since birth’ was 
not considered amusing. This means 
one of two things. Doctors do not have 
a well-developed sense of humour or 
my jokes are not very funny. Judge for 
yourself. 
As Grandson George is over six feet 
tall, there are high hopes – again no 
pun intended - that Rafe, starting 
from a good poundage and when 
fully grown, will have the physique to 
become an excellent second row for-
ward in the Welsh rugby team. Though 
by then I might need just a little assis-
tance to climb the steps to my seat in 
the Cardiff Arms Park Stadium (yes, it’s 
called something different now but 
that’s the real name) to watch him run 
out onto the pitch for his first rugby 

international. 
My In-house Adviser would prefer him 
to become a concert pianist or a singer 
in the same class as Pavarotti, but then 
I wouldn’t get to see him at the Arms 
Park. Unless of course he was there to 
sing the Welsh national anthem ‘Hen 
wlad fy nhadau’ before the game. 
But I digress. As you are no doubt 
aware, the national flower of Wales is 
the Daffodil. And you would probably 
agree that it is a very beautiful flower, 
especially en masse in a wood as a car-
pet of brilliant yellow. However, a town 
council in Cornwall – no names for 
fear that it will become the target of 
Twitter trolls – has banned this lovely 
flower from its children’s play areas fol-
lowing advice from Health and Safety 
experts. Now you might well ask why. 
Is it because the green leaves may 
become slippery in wet weather? Or 
the intense yellow colour might dam-
age young eyesight? Or the densely 
growing flowers could make it difficult 
to see any rough ground underneath 
them which could lead to a fall? No, 
its none of these. The official reason is 
that as ‘all parts of the daffodil can be 
poisonous’ children could make them-
selves ill from eating them. Who eats 
daffodils? In an attempt to save the 
reputation of this lowly flower I con-
sulted my part time gardening expert 
and full time In-house Adviser. She 

immediately named twelve common 
plants that are dangerous to eat or in 
some cases, merely to touch. In the list 
were wisteria, lily of the valley, giant 
hogweed and even buttercups. Admit-
tedly the daffodil was also in her list, 
but why did Cornwall single out this 
flower for special treatment? I’m sure 
it can’t be because it is the national 
flower of another Celtic people which 
makes them just a little bit jealous. Af-
ter all, as an emblem a pasty is not in 
the same class as a daffodil. 
But I digress again. You will remember 
the report in last month’s Over the Hill 
about a small, white, earless cat called 
Stan who went missing in Chickerell? 
Or perhaps you don’t? Please yourself. 
Anyway, it is marvellous to learn that 
Stan has been found alive and well and 
is now back home with Tim, his con-
cerned owner/friend. It would be nice 
to think the publicity helped, and that 
all those Chickerell sheep named Stan 
also did their bit to assist. Sorry, that’s 
an in-joke about as funny as my earlier 
one. But I have digressed so much that 
I’ve forgotten what I meant to write 
about. 
So let’s keep going until my memory 
clicks into action. It is certain that you, 
like me and the rest of the country, 
are avid readers of the Highway Code, 
which is constantly being updated. 
Some of the latest proposals relate to 
the imminent – that’s imminent with 
the same sense of urgency as the 
Spanish word ‘manana’ meaning to-
morrow, sometime, maybe never – the 
imminent arrival of self-drive cars. But 
that’s just a Senior Citizen’s natural dis-
belief in any publicly stated timescale, 

which in this case is ‘later this year.’ 
Now you might think there are other 
pressing matters to get right about 
self-drive cars eg how safe they are, 
but not in the official mind there 
aren’t. A new section of the Highway 
Code will apparently make it clear that 
when a self-drive car is doing just that, 
driving itself, then the motorist behind 
the wheel is not responsible for how it 
drives and does not need to pay atten-
tion to the road. He, or she of course, 
will even be free to watch films on 
the car’s built-in screen. A frightening 
thought, but much more disturbing 
is the statement by Trudy Harrison, a 
transport minister, that the move to 
self-drive cars would ‘revolutionise 
the way we travel, making our future 
journeys greener, safer and more reli-
able.’ Yeah, right. You are probably as 
confident as I am about the accuracy 
of such statements. After all, experts 
assured everyone that that the Titanic 
was unsinkable and look what hap-
pened to that. But if my experience is 
anything to go by it could just work. 
Our car is already driven remotely 
from the front passenger seat by my 
In-house Adviser. But of course she is 
far more reliable than any computer 
system. 
So I fear that Great Grandson Rafe will 
be a Great Grandfather himself before 
we have reliable, trustworthy self-drive 
cars. Or he might even be writing Over 
the Hill by then, commenting on how 
unreliable public statements can be.
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It never ceases to amaze me how 
much rubbish is washed ashore on 
our beaches, the Great Dorset Beach 
Clean always goes a long way in 
making the shoreline clean at least 
for some of the summer months. 
One visitor to our shores that you 
come across quite often is the com-
mon trainer (Latin name:- Nike - god-
dess of victory)  this will often be seen 
washed up after storms after losing its 
footing along with its close relative the 
South African Rhebok (Reebok) and 
the almost extinct Plymsoll (named 
because the coloured horizontal band 
joining the upper to the sole resem-
bled the Plimsoll line on a ship’s hull). 
You normally only ever see the male 
Nike and it is always alone, never a pair. 
Its close relative is the flip-flop and in 
this case you normally only find the fe-
male, again it is usually a solitary find. 
Quite often they will have sustained 
damage, either before or after immer-
sion,  Nike often has damage to its sole 
or occasionally the tongue is missing 
and rarely do they retain the laces as 
these soon come loose unless well 
knotted. Flip-flop on the other hand 
is nearly always damaged around the 
big toe area, unless it is a ‘float-away`’ a 
common mishap with this species. Col-
ourings vary, Nike often sport stripes 
on the side and some even have 
phosphorescent type ‘lights’ although 
this is rarely apparent after stranding, 
Flip-flop on the other hand are very 
often brightly coloured, unusual for 
the female of the species, although the 
drab male does occasionally surface. 
These two must not be confused with 
the Black Flipper the scourge of divers 
around the coast, these again only 
seem to be spotted on their own, often 
wrapped around a piece of oiled rope 
or tangled in seaweed, like the others 
they do not survive well on the beach 

BeachcomberBeachcomber
and are normally soon thrown back in. 
It is not advised to collect single items, 
hoping to find the pair as the chances 
of a successful reunion, however good 
the condition, is very slim, so it is best 
to put it out of its misery by placing 
in the nearest bin, thus preserving its 
dignity.

Nike trainers washed ashore
This was the headline in an American 
newspaper in 2003, the report read 
“Three containers went overboard 
on 15th December 2002 forty miles 
off Cape Mendocino, California. The 
vessel was sailing from Los Angeles, 
California, to Tacoma, Washington, in 
a heavy, confused swell with a wave 
height of 8-9 metres and the wind 
approximately 30-40 knots on the 
port quarter. The vessel took two very 
heavy rolls, approximately 20 degrees 
to each side very fast, which caused 
ten containers to fall overboard and 
six others to capsize.   
Generally, 5,500 pairs [11,000 indi-
vidual shoes] fit in a standard 40-foot 
ocean container, so, the three over-
board containers held approximately 
33,000 shoes.
In the week after the newspaper ar-
ticle, seven beachcombers reported 
fourteen Nike trainers strewn along 
Washington, Vancouver Island and the 
Queen Charlotte Islands in the USA. As 
to Nike’s speed, within 72 days after 
the containers went overboard, the 
flotsam footwear dispersed 850 nau-
tical miles from northern California to 
Rose Spit at the northern end of the 
Queen Charlottes. That’s 360 miles per 
month!
There was only one problem Nike 
forgot to tie the shoelaces, so all the 
shoes were singles. One person found 
a pair matching within a half a size and 
said “The effort pays off ‘cause these 
Nikes have drifted only one to three 
months and are wearable. After a few 
weeks there was a network of ‘finders’ 
making contact with each other to 
swap trainers and make up pairs!
Every year, more than 10,000 contain-
ers fall overboard and spill their cargo 
into the ocean. Storms are often to 
blame. An 8-foot by 40-foot container, 
which can carry up to 58,000 pounds  
of cargo, might hold 10,000 shoes, 
17,000 hockey gloves, or a million 
pieces of Lego, yes Lego
The Lego pieces pose an especially 
intriguing loss. On Thursday 13th Feb-
ruary 1997, at 8.50 am a rogue wave 
rocked the Tokio Express 20 miles off 
Land’s End, Cornwall. The ship rolled 
60 degrees one way and 40 the other, 

flinging 62 containers overboard, 
including one containing 4,756,940 
Lego pieces. The parts, in 100 shapes, 
were on their way from Rotterdam to 
be placed into kits at the LEGO Manu-
facturing Plant in Enfield, Connecticut, 
USA.
Ironically, many were sea-related. 
Along with the rafts and fins are tiny 

25 years after washing overboard, black Lego octopus figures are still being washed 
ashore on Cornish beaches.

100 containers from the One Aquila in 
October and 750 containers from the 
Maersk Essen in January. Both ships en-
countered rough weather while deliv-
ering goods to the United States.
So when you come across a lone shoe 
or trainer on the beach, it may have 
travelled further than you think!

life jackets (26,000, yellow), scuba 
tanks (97,500, gray), diver’s legs 
(132,000, gray and yellow) and oc-
topuses (4,200, black). It was found 
that found 53 types floated and it was 
calculated that as many as 3,178,407 
pieces could be adrift. Some escaped 
the container because pieces were 
washed up in Cornwall, including 
dragons (33,941, black and green) and 
seagrass (54,400, green). By now they 
are expected to be on the opposite 
side of the Atlantic too.
Winter 2020 saw a rise in container 
losses in the Pacific Ocean this past 
winter. It included one of the worst 
shipping accidents on record, which 
occurred near midnight on 30th No-
vember as towering waves buffeted 
the One Apus, a 1,200-foot cargo ship 
delivering thousands of containers full 
of goods from China to Los Angeles. In 
remote waters 1,600 miles northwest 
of Hawai‘i, the container stack lashed 
to the ship’s deck collapsed, tossing 
more than 1,800 containers into the 
sea.
Some of those containers carried dan-
gerous goods, including batteries, fire-
works and liquid ethanol.
It was also only one of at least six spills 
that dumped more than 3,000 cargo 
containers into the Pacific Ocean along 
shipping routes between Asia and the 
United States. They include the loss of 

Past container spills include:
Some of these items are still afloat or 
are still washing ashore around the 
world

1990: 80,000 Nike tennis shoes in the 
mid-North Pacific Ocean.

1991: 414 drums of arsenic, used in 
insecticides, fell overboard near New 
York. There was enough arsenic to pro-
duce 170 million aspirin-size tablets. 
Divers recovered all the drums from 
the seafloor.

1992: 29,000 bathtub toys (turtles, 
ducks, beavers, frogs) lost mid-Pacific.
1994: 20,000 Boltio sandals.

1994: 34,000 hockey gloves, chest pro-
tectors, and shin guards.

1996: 100,000 rubber sea thongs.

1997: 500,000 cans of beer fell into the 
Pacific when a Chinese cargo ship cap-
sized.

1997: 5 million Lego plastic pieces fell 
into the Atlantic Ocean when the Tokio 
Express hit a storm.
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THE MONUMENTAL MASONS
ESTABLISHED 1876

Website:- www.stonesmasonry.co.uk

Established over 140 years
For new memorials request our colour brochure

Additional inscriptions and renovation work our speciality

Home visits by appointment

We take pride in providing a personal service offering 
the highest quality craftsmanship.

Newstead Road, Westham,
Weymouth, DT4 0DU

Tel: 01305 784556

Email us: Weymouth@stonesmasonry.co.uk

NICK GRAYNICK GRAY

• Gas Servicing
• Installations

• Repairs and Maintenance
• Power Flushing, De-scaling

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

142 WAKEHAM, 
PORTLAND DT5 1HP

Telephone: 01305 860842
Mobile: 07811 356181

NO CALL-OUT 
CHARGE

News continued on page 14

to the site of the Roman Town House 
and allowed to enter the covered 
building which hosts a number of re-
ally special features including some 
of the original wall paint and mosaics 
and a beautifully preserved example 
of an underfloor heating system.
Tours will run 10.30am-12.00 on the 
following dates:
11th June 2022
25th June 2022
9th July 2022
Further dates TBC

Recycling Bins for Crab 
Lines
Five recycling bins to allow holiday-
makers to safely dispose of their 
unwanted fishing lines have been 
installed on the harbourside.
This is a popular location for catching 
crabs and the Weymouth & Portland 
Marine Litter Project collects the lines, 
string, nets and handles and arranges 
for them to be recycled.
In the first month about 200 items 
have already been deposited in the 
bins.

DCH Charity appeals 
for support for Dorset 
County Hospital
Dorset County Hospital Charity is 
asking the public to support its 
Greatest Need Appeal which will 
help fund projects across the whole 
of the hospital, providing vital sup-
port for patients and staff at this dif-
ficult time.
The Greatest Need Appeal will direct 
funding towards areas where it is 
needed most – on wards and in key 
clinical units and for the enhancement 
of the hospital environment and treat-
ment facilities. 
Simon Pearson, Head of Charity and 
Social Value at Dorset County Hospital 
said,
“As DCH continues to operate under 
immense pressures from the ongoing 
Covid pandemic, our patients and staff 
urgently need that extra support that 
only the Charity can provide to make 
care and caring that little bit more spe-
cial for everyone.

‘Dorset County Hospital is doing eve-
rything it can to rebuild its services but 
there are many challenges ahead. Our 
staff are working hard to overcome the 
impact of the pandemic on our servic-
es and with your help our Charity will 
continue to be there to give Dorset 
County Hospital as much support as 
possible.’ 
Simon added, 
‘This appeal will target extra help 
wherever the need is greatest. This 
might be by providing state of the 
art equipment, funding wellbeing ini-
tiatives for our dedicated NHS staff or 
improving the hospital environment 
for the benefit of everyone who uses it.’ 
Nicky Lucey, Chief Nursing Officer at 
Dorset County Hospital said,
‘With the help of our amazing donors 
and the local community this appeal 
will help DCH Charity make a real dif-
ference to our patients. Thank you for 
being there for us when we need you 
– we will continue to be here for you 
and your loved ones.’ 
To make a donation to the Greatest 
Need Appeal visit www.justgiving.
com/campaign/DCHGreatestNeedAp-
peal. To find out more about the Great-
est Need Appeal or to make a donation 
via our website visit www.dchcharity.
org.uk. For fundraising support please 
contact Kitz Clifford on kitz.clifford@
dchft.nhs.uk

The Menzies Art Group
We meet in the Menzies Room at the 
rear of the Upwey and Broadway 
Memorial Hall, Victoria Ave, DT3 
5NG on a Thursday morning from 
9.30am -12.30pm.(starting from 6 
July).
We currently have a few spaces availa-
ble for enthusiastic painters! For more 
information please contact Carol on 
01305 787769

Open Studio Event
The Menzies Art Group is holding it’s 
first Open Studio event from 2nd June 
to 2nd July. It will be open Thursdays, 
Fridays, and Sundays from 10.00am to 
4.00pm (or by appointment on 01305 
787769) at 212 Portland Road, Wey-
mouth. DT4 9AF. 
This event will feature painting, prints, 
cards, woodwork, Dorset button jewel-

lery designs, Dorset feather stitch and 
other crafts. Weather permitting, there 
will be places in the garden to sit and 
relax. Do come along and see us and 
have a chat about the group and the 
goods displayed. We would love to 
meet you.

Abbeyfield 
(Weymouth) Society
Congratulations to Her Majesty 
from Abbeyfield (Weymouth) Soci-
ety
We have been busy here at MacPher-
son House. Our residents have been 
making pompom bunting and other 
decorations in preparation for our cel-
ebrations to be held over the Platinum 
Jubilee bank holiday. 

composed the poem of appreciation 
of her service to our country.
We are very much looking forward to 
celebrating our glorious Sovereign’s 
anniversary.

Your Majesty
A new Elizabethan age began in nine-
teen, fifty two,
After war and strife and privatations, our 
hopes were focused on you,
We watched on television as you were 
crowned on June the second,
We cheered and laughed and partied,
A bright new future beckoned,
You gave a solemn promise to serve God, 
to be our Queen, 
A pledge you kept, both then and now 
and all the years between,
The world has changed - made progress. 
The Empire’s passed away, 
But you’ve given us stability an anchor 
for today,
The Commonwealth flourishes, lifestyle
improves,
Knowledge advances. Blazing new trails. 
Yet you have kept traditions. The Monar-
chy prevails,
Your courage and tenacity, good hu-
mour, poise and care,
Have given us an envied Nation, in 
which your people proudly share, 
We have followed your life alongside 
ours -the joy the hopes and tears,
We honour you, this Jubilee, our Sover-
eign of seventy years.

They have also designed and made a 
card to send greetings to our Queen. 
Everyone has been involved and in 
particular Brenda and Michael who 
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From your Parish Church in 
Wyke Regis; All Saints and St 
Edmunds churches

All Saints Church on Portland Road, 
Wyke Regis is open for the following:-) 
Sundays 
8.00am Said Holy Communion
9.30am Sung Holy Communion fol-
lowed by coffee.
Wednesdays 10.30am Holy Commun-
ion followed by coffee, normally.
All Saints Church is open for visits and 
private prayer from 10.00am to 12 
noon on Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday. Please call in.
Coffee Mornings 10 – 12pm on 3rd 
Saturdays of the month with bookstall.

St Edmunds Church, Lane House 
Rocks Road. 
Sunday 11am Holy Communion Ser-
vice every fortnight alternating with 
Service of the Word led by Lay Minis-
ters.
Tuesdays 5pm – 6pm. A quiet evening 
service with reflections and prayers 
can be shared live, or watched later, 
using the links below.

Wednesdays 1pm - Mother and Tod-
dlers group is held weekly at St Ed-
mund’s Church in termtime, with Tod-
dlers Praise on the first Wednesday of 
the month. Please bring along your 
children and grandchildren and meet 
up with others. All welcome.

All Saints & St Edmunds Churches

Livestream
The main parish service continues to 
be livestreamed at 9.30am on Sunday 
Mornings which can access from your 
own home. An order of service is pub-
lished each week so you can join in 
with the hymns and prayers. You can 
connect to the live stream service on 
the following links:

YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/
user/WykeRegisChurch/live
Facebook – https://www.facebook.
com/groups/allsaintswyke/
Parish website - https://www.par-
ishofwykeregis.org.uk/live/

In addition to the livestream service 
the parish also runs a live local news 
programme at 6.00pm and a quiz at 
7.30pm on Saturdays, these can be ac-
cessed on the same links as above.
If you would like to make contact with 
your local church, we can be contacted 
on Tel: 01305 784649 or Email info@
parishofwykeregis.org.uk

Events at All Saints Church, Wyke 
Regis. Dates for your diaries.

Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee 
Celebrations at All Saint’s Church will 
take place on Thursday June 2nd
There will be activities throughout the 
afternoon from Noon and 
- A Service of thanksgiving for our 

Queen at 6.00pm in the church.
Tours of Bell Tower bookable in ad-
vance from 10.00 – 4.00pm.
Choral Workshop (4.00pm, bookable 
in advance) 
Floral Display
Refreshments
Tombola and Book stall
Children’s Treasure Hunt (from 
12.00pm)
Teddy Bear Zip Wire (from 2.00 pm)
Memories of 1952 and Coronation on 
a video; 
Evening B-B-Q and open air concert 
with the Coves from 7.00pm
Beacon Lighting at 9.45pm preceded 
by anthems and bells - part of a Na-
tional Network.

Churches Count on Nature 2022
Sat 4th June to Sun 12th June
All Saints churchyard
Churches Count on Nature (CCoN) is a 
joint initiative promoted by A Rocha 
UK and the Church of England. Dur-
ing the week in June above, it aims 
to bring people together to discover 
the wildlife in their local church yard 
and record the species they find. The 
results will be collated within the Na-
tional Biodiversity Network, a nation-
wide database of wildlife in the UK.
At All Saints last year, some of our pa-
rishioners took part in the very first 
CCoN and recorded the presence of 
an impressive variety of wildlife in the 
churchyard, including over 100 differ-
ent types of flowers, 15 different trees, 
7 species of birds and even 3 species 
of bats!   
This year we will be offering more op-

portunities to discover the wonderful 
diversity to be found in the churchyard 
during CCoN week. You definitely don’t 
have to be an expert either. There will 
be help on hand and taking part will 
be a fun morning or afternoon for all 
the family. Watch out for more details 
shortly of how to participate.   

Saturday 25th June. 
Concert for Ukraine at All Saints – 19.30
Dorset Wrecks and Island Voices, two 
local a capella choirs featuring sea 
themes. 

Saturday 2nd July. 3.00pm
Weymouth Concert Brass – Concert 
on the lawn at All Saints, followed by 
a picnic.

Saturday 9th July. Opening at 1pm.
Rose Queen Fete at St Edmund’s, Lane 
House Rocks Road
Something for all the family including 
various stalls, toys, books, bric-a- brac, 
jewellery, and refreshments. Please 
join us.

7th August at 6.00pm
Choral Evensong by Laudamus, a 
Bryanston based group At All Saint’s 
Church. Portland Road.
For more information, including de-
tails of how to book in advance for 
the ticketed events, pick up a leaflet in 
church, or visit www.parishofwykere-
gis.org.uk 

Continued on page  16

Giant deckchair 
unveiled on Weymouth 
seafront
A giant deckchair has been unveiled 
on Weymouth’s seafront, creating a 
fantastic new photo opportunity for 
visitors to Weymouth’s wonderful 
beach. 
The giant deckchair was installed on 
the promenade by Weymouth Town 
Council to help boost the local econ-
omy ahead of the new visitor season. 
As well as providing an exciting new 
feature along the town’s popular 
seafront, the deckchair features the 
hashtag #WeymouthBeach, and visi-
tors and residents are encouraged to 
share their snaps on social media! 

Cllr Ryan Hope, Chair of Services Com-
mittee said: “We wanted to do some-
thing fun but with high impact that 
local residents and visitors alike would 
enjoy at this popular seaside destina-
tion. 
“It’s a great addition to Weymouth, 
and we hope to see plenty of people 
sharing their own pictures across so-
cial media platforms of them sitting on 
the giant deckchair using the hashtag 
#WeymouthBeach. 
‘The deckchair is positioned in a very 
photogenic spot next to the council’s 
popular Prom Café with our beauti-
ful stretch of sandy beach behind. It’s 
something visual and fun which we 
hope will appeal to all ages.’ 
Weymouth Town Council awards fund-

ing to community groups
Two organisations were awarded 
grants totalling just under £5,000 at 
last night’s meeting of Finance and 
Governance Committee. 
Weymouth Rowing Club and the char-
ity Bus Shelter Dorset are the latest 
groups to benefit from funding from 
Weymouth Town Council. 
Committee Chair Cllr David Gray said: 
“Weymouth Town Council is delighted 
to be able to support local organisa-
tions with grants that help community 
groups and charitable organisations to 
prosper in the town. 
‘Weymouth Rowing Club received 
£3,000 towards creating a hard stand-
ing area near to where their gig boats 
are launched, and the charity The Bus 
Shelter Dorset was awarded £1,890 to 
help with training courses for rough 
sleepers.’ 
In the application from Weymouth 
Rowing Club, which hosts the an-
nual regatta in the town on May 28th, 
representatives said they ‘wished to 
convert two areas which are currently 
muddy / poor quality grass to hard 
standing. The application is for a one-
off improvement to the area immedi-
ately outside the boat house which is 
used during the launch and recovery 
of gigs and for outside storage of one 
of our gigs’. 
The grant for Bus Shelter Dorset will 
help to provide training to rough 
sleepers with a local connection to 
the area. The training courses would 
be run by Dorset Training Academy 
and once qualified, residents will have 

greater self-sufficiency and confidence 
for the future. The qualifications in 
food safety, fire safety and first aid are 
designed to help residents in gaining 
future employment. 
Councillors also agreed to update 
the grants policy and raise the total 
amount to £3,000 for future applica-
tions. 
Visit the grants section on our website 
https://www.weymouthtowncouncil.
gov.uk/grants-available-for-local-or-
ganisations/ to download an applica-
tion form and apply for funding.

Summer Fayre
Friends of St Andrew’s CE Primary 
School Weymouth 
This years Summer Fayre will be held 
on Saturday 18th June, 1pm -3pm at 
St Andrew’s CE Primary School, Wey-
mouth
If you or anyone you know would like 
to donate a raffle prize, or are able to 
help on the day please email us on 
pta@standrews.dsat.org.uk 
Thank you for your support.

Royal Manor Theatre
The sun may have its hat on, but we 
have all got our production pants on 
at the Royal Manor Theatre, with a 
bumper amount of productions and 
events over the next few weeks.
We start off with our ‘Shorts’ produc-
tion, featuring several locally written 
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Manning’s Electrical Services
Re-wires, partial re-wires, faultfi nding, Fuse board changes.

Internal and external lighting.

And all other aspects of Domestic Electrical Installations.
Test and Inspection.

No call out charge and no job too small
Call now for a free estimate call Tom:

Tel: 01305 820946   Mobile: 07977181463

PERRYFIELDS BODYWORKS
• Vehicle Body Repairs
• Spraying Service
• Accident Repair 
  Specialists

• Grit Blasting

• Hot Zinc Spraying

• Powder Coating

• Industrial Spraying

• Self Drive Diggers and Dumpers

PERRYFIELDS LTD

&&
Easton Lane, Portland 

01305 820447

www.perryfi eldsltd.com

GROUNDWORKS & LANDSCAPING
(ALL SIZES AVAILABLE)

• DIGGER & DUMPER HIRE WITH OPERATORS
• GARDEN CLEARANCES • TURFING • FENCING • PATIOS 

• DRAINAGE • CONCRETE BASES • FOOTINGS • DRIVEWAYS

FULLY
INSURED

Please phone or email for a FREE no obligation quote

ROSS - 07971 171420  - DEAN - 07486 350654 

email - cwplant@outlook.com

By Grahame Howard

A Walk in the Jungle
‘It’s this way,’ said the CO.
‘No, it’s not,’ I replied, ‘it’s to the right; 
you’ve led us up a wrong turn.’
‘Oh, I’m sure; Mr Compass must be 
right,’ she said.
We had been walking around for what 
seemed like hours. All had been well 
until the CO had insisted that we make 
a left turn. I knew it was wrong, years of 
fieldcraft practice had led me to be a 
natural hunter and scout. I told her this 
as well.
‘The only scout you have ever been, my 
little fat friend, is a boy scout; and you 
were thrown out of them shortly after 
joining.’
I was shocked at the sheer rudeness of 
her comments. I may be her friend but, 
I’ve been on a diet, so at least she could 
call me her, ‘little slim friend.’ And to say 
I was thrown out of the boy scouts, was 
scandalous, I left to better myself. I told 
her this too and she fell about laughing. 
She’s impossible in this mood.
Still, one has to obey her when she is 
in her, ‘SAS Trooper,’ mood. She knows 
best and try to change it at your own 
peril. The SAS motto is, ‘Who Dares 
Wins,’ the CO’s is,’Who Dares to Disagree 
Dies.’ Therefore, we made the left turn.
Charlie, our Cavalier King Charles Span-
iel and every inch a true veteran, was by 
now about 200 yards away. His attitude 
was, ‘Blow these pair, I know the way so 
let then get on with it.’
As it turned out, the CO was wrong, it 
was a dead end. ‘Yes, there is a God,’ 
I shouted sticking out my tongue in 
raspberry fashion to her. ‘Come on, my 
little map reading specialist,’ I told her, 
feeling good about myself, ‘Let Mr Com-
pass show you the way.’ She followed 
me back to where we had been and we 
duly made a right turn. ‘The right turn,’ I 
thought to myself as we trundled down 
this grassy path. As we got closer, my 

feelings of grandeur came to a hasty 
end - it was another dead end.
‘Oh Mr Compass,’ giggled the CO, ‘what 
is this; have you made a blunder? Have 
we got to stay here until we are rescued 
by helicopter and flown to the nearest 
safety point? She can be a pain some-
times, but I bit my lip and tried to focus.
‘My compass reading was accurate and 
aligning it with the map, this should 
have been open,’ I told her. ‘Probably, 
someone has planted fast growing 
shrubs to confuse us,’ the CO teased. I 
ignored her.
We sat down on the side of the path 
while I tried to make sense of what had 
gone wrong. I began to wonder if we 
would have to be rescued, after all, we 
had seen no one and had been here for 
a couple of hours now. 
‘This is like being on, ‘I’m a celebrity, get 
me out of here,’ the CO said.
‘We need to find our bearings, or we 
could be here for days,’ I told her.
‘Any one would think we are in the Am-
azon Rain Forest,’ the CO said, laughing, 
‘I mean, we’re only in a maze for crying 
out loud. Surely you don’t need a com-
pass and map for this.’
‘Well, you find the way out then,’ I chal-
lenged, ‘You got us into this in the first 
place; if we had turned right when I 
said, we would have been out now.’
With that, Charlie turned up and looked 
at us as if we had a problem. I could 
almost read his mind, ‘What are you 
doing with the map and compass, my 
little fat dad.’ He’s always been more 
dedicated to the CO than me, I think I 
might trade him in for a Labrador, now 
that is a dog, not like this little whipper-
snapper.’ He looked at me as if to say, 
‘Do you want me to get you out of here, 
or not. Less of the cheek mate,’
I took the hint and we followed Char-
lie along the hedged pathways to our 
destination, which was only about a 
hundred yards away. Mind you, Charlie 
took us through all the mud and what-
ever else, I think, to teach me a lesson 
for being so rude to him. Then finally, 
we were out of this ridiculous prison of 
never-ending hedges.
Was there any lessons to be learned? 
Yes, No 1, never, ever allow the CO to 
have a compass, she hasn’t a clue how 
to use it. No 2, learn to read it properly 
yourself. No 3 never go into a maze 
again, I mean, why do they have them. 
People go in there and probably they 
are never seen again, flipping things. 
No 4 either grow longer legs or have 
stilts so you can see over the top of the 

hedges.
My blood pressure must have been 
racing while I was in there. I’ve told 
the CO if she wants to go into a maze 
again, I would prefer to be put into a 
care home. Her head shot up and she 
was on her mobile straightaway, about 
to arrange it. 
‘It is one way to get rid of you,’ she said 
with a gleam in her eye, ‘but, I may give 
you a pardon on this, I mean, the pots 
need washing, so does the car, then the 
dog needs walking and when you’re 
back, don’t forget the hedges need a 

trim and the grass needs cutting. That 
should take up the morning. I’ll get a list 
ready for the afternoon.’
Did she mean it? Oh yes, she really did, 
once crossed, she can be very difficult 
to win over. I’ve been trying for over 
forty years now and still don’t have the 
hang of it. 
I wouldn’t change her though, no one 
else would have me!
See you next time.

Grahame

To advertise please call 

01305 833900
or email:

info@registermagazine.co.uk
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Head Head 
StyleStyle

Opening Times
• Monday Closed
• Tuesday 9.00 - 5.00                 
• Wednesday 9.00 - 5.00
• Thursday 9.00 - 6.00
• Friday 9.00 - 6.00      
• Saturday 8.30 - 1.30

�
�Celebrating 30 years in business

Chalbury Corner, 

Preston, Weymouth

Telephone 01305 834647

Local news Continued from page 14

and performed plays. These are adult 
only though, so come along if you 
want your mind stretched, tickled or 
bounced! Shorts is running June 9th, 
10th and 11th. Tickets are now on sale 
in the usual outlets as well as online 
and the box office. See the website 
for more details or email jodave49@
yahoo.com.
Further on in June we have a unique 
production from John Foster of Dop-
pelganger Productions, chronicling 
the events at the Fukushima Nuclear 
plant following the Tsunami of 2011. 
This fascinating production highlights 
how local environmental incidents can 
have major global impacts. See it at 
the theatre on June 27th at 7.30pm, 

tickets available from our box office, 
online and on the door.
Our co-productions with StoryWorlds, 
based on several Thomas Hardy short 
stories, are in full swing with one of 
the four productions ‘in the can’ (film 
term;) ). We are still accepting sub-
missions for help, be it acting, tech or 
running, so do get in touch using our 
email address, info@royalmanorthea-
tre.co.uk.
Coming up in July we have the re-
turn of the playmakers, and their self-
penned production of ‘Not Quite Alad-
din’. If you have come to the playmak-
ers performances before you’ll know 
what to expect, jokes, dancing and a 
heaped spoonful of fun! 

Aladdin is a poor, but kind, person who 
has a brief encounter with Princess 
Sapphire. After she disappears Alad-
din goes on a quest to find Princess 
Sapphire and prove he is the one for 
her, but he must compete for her af-
fections against the wicked evil Jaffa. 
Will Aladdin be successful in his quest? 
Stay tuned for the ticket release and 
more information.
We have partnered with several in-
dependent organisers to offer other 
nights of entertainment, from Quiz 
Nights, Bingo, Book Clubs and the 
Arts. We don’t directly promote these 
events on our site, but keep an eye out 
for other events at the Royal Manor 
Theatre! If you have an idea for an 
event or would like to host regular 
themed nights, do get in touch at the 
usual email address, or message us on 
Facebook.
And remember, if you want to get in-
volved, either in the Theatrical Arts, or 
helping maintain our beautiful space.. 
www.royalmanortheatre.co.uk
138a Fortuneswell, Portland, Dorset, 
DTS 1LT
Enquiries: 01305860792 Box Office: 
033 36 66 33 66
The Royal Manor Theatre Company is 
a registered charity in England: 28462

Your councillor update 
Weymouth Town 
Council (Wyke Regis) 
and Dorset Council 
(Rodwell and Wyke 
Regis):- 
There are lots of tasks I don’t like 
but given sufficient time I can cope 
with most things. We all have pet 
hates, mine is getting to bedtime 
and remembering I stripped the bed 
in the morning and haven’t remade 
it. Another is late on Sunday even-
ing remembering that we are on the 
deadline for this article. 
Both are upon me this evening. But 
there is a silver lining to every cloud 
and as I sit in my study I am looking out 
over four fox clubs playing in the front 
of the house. 
Following a request on Facebook for 
help with the planters in Wyke Square 
a number of people got in touch. 
Sadly, not many of them were able to 
meet us to discuss a future plan. I am 
sure we will sort something out. 
I am still hopeful of arranging a drive 
around with the lead highways coun-

cillors at Dorset Council but that is yet 
to be arranged. 
Ryemead Lane Community Centre 
is picking up nicely but it really does 
need new Trustees. Please get in touch 
with me if you think that could be you. 
I was very sad that shortly after I be-
came a councillor over 20 years ago 
I had to recommend to W&PBC man-
agement committee that the running 
track was removed from the Marsh. 
Whilst it was still very much wanted 
and needed the Borough could not 
longer afford to maintain it to a safe 
and reasonable level. Thankfully alter-
natives were found for the runners, 
not ideal but something. However, it 
was agreed that money would be put 
aside from future building projects 
for a skate park and parkour. I have 
been working on this ever since and 
am truly delighted that together with 
Westham councillors the park is now 
complete. It is a great facility I hope all 
our young people will treat it and the 
neighbours with respect and really en-
joy themselves. Thanks also to Moon-
fleet Bowls Club for all their support. 
Dorset Council held an Awards Even-
ing at the Pavilion Ocean Room a few 
weeks ago. This was to celebrate and 
thank all the wonderful people across 
the County who are our Foster Carers. 
It was inspirational to meet so many of 
them. Very, very special people who 
open their homes and their hearts to 
support children who’s own parents 
are unable ( for all sorts of reasons) 
to do so themselves. Many have been 
foster parents for many years and one 
for over 50 years. A testimony to the 
experience is that many children of 
foster parents have gone on to foster 
themselves. Our guest speaker was 
from the Central Government Ofsted 
Office and it was good to hear how 
highly they rate our service. Child-
rens’ Social Workers often receive a 
bad press, and I have no doubt this is 
sometimes deserved but I can honest-
ly say I am humbled by the dedication 
and commitment of the staff at Dorset 
Council. 
Weymouth Town Council held it’s first 
Expo at the Redlands Sports Centre; an 
opportunity for clubs, organisations 
and volunteers to showcase and net-
work. This was a success and will be 
repeated. 
The Links Road wildlife area hosted an-
other activity day and it was great to 
see so many children having so much 
fun, getting involved with identifying 
trees, leaves and flowers, and bugs and 
creepy crawlies. 
All these events can be followed up 
on the Council website and their Face-
book page so please look out for an-
nouncements. 
Please remember; the best way to 
contact me is by phone 07850 060947; 
01305 839747 ( you can leave a mes-
sage on either number – but remem-
ber to leave your name and phone 
number) or to email me at cllrkate.
wheller@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk. 
Please continue to stay safe – hands – 
face - space. 
God Bless.
 
Kate
Cllr Kate Wheller.

Our groups now open 
with image therapy

Karen
Karen - 07484 647558

Portland Methodist Church Hall
Monday 5.30 &  7.00pm. Tuesday 9.00 & 10.30am.

Wyke Working Men’s Club 
Tuesday 4.00, 5.30 & 7.00pm.

Debbie - 07986 709671
Preston - Monday 5.45pm. 

Littlemoor - Tuesday 5.45 & 7.15pm.

Teresa - 07854 402259
Upwey and Broadway - Tuesday 9.30 & 11.30am.

Su - 07810 232016
Lanehouse - Saturday 8.30 & 10.00am.

Call now for more information 
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How do you say that?How do you say that?
Two rather lovely (but similar) sounding words, evoke and invoke, 
have very different meanings. The ‘voke’ part come from the Latin for 
‘call’, and it’s in ‘vocation’ too, which means a calling.
Evoke means to call up a memory or a feeling. Smell is very effective at 
evoking a mood or a sensation. Everyone seems to have heard of the epi-
sode in In Search of Lost Time by Marcel Proust as he is transported back in 
time over tea... few seem to actually have read it!
An invocation is also a calling up, but a much more formal affair. Demons 
and angels are invoked; whether they turn up to the appointment is of 
course another matter. For this you need a name. Demon summoning has 
generally gone out of fashion, perhaps because they used to go by names 
that were either tongue-twisters (Mephistopheles) or just plain odd (Old 
Tom), and rather difficult to take seriously.

GS
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† Holy Trinity, Bincombe;  † St Nicholas, Broadwey;  † St Nicholas, 
Buckland Ripers; † St Francis, Littlemoor;  † St Osmund, Osmington;  

† St Andrew, Preston;  † St Laurence, Upwey.
Serving Bincombe, Broadwey, Buckland Ripers, Littlemoor, Nottington, Osmington, 

Overcombe, Preston, Poxwell, Ringstead, Sutton Poyntz, & Upwey

Worship and information is available at www.ridgeway.org.uk

Normal Sunday worship in church
8.00am St Osmund, Osmington (1st/3rd)
8.30am Holy Trinity, Bincombe
9.15am St Andrew, Preston 
  St Andrew’s Church Rooms (1st)
9.30am St Nicholas. Broadwey
10.15am St Francis, Littlemoor
10.30am St Osmond, Osmington (2nd/4th/5th)
11.00am St Laurence, Upwey
4.00pm St Nicholas, Buckland Ripers
7.30pm St Andrew, Preston (Worship by candlelight every Tuesday)

Who’s Who
Team Rector  
Rev’d James Menzies (normal rest day: Mon) The Vicarage, 2 Primula Close, Lit-
tlemoor, Weymouth, DT3 6SL (01305) 835921 revjamesmenzies@outlook.com
St Francis, Littlemoor: as above.

St Andrew, Preston or St Osmund, Osmington:  please contact the Admin-
istrator Shirley Mitchell, 4 Church Rd., Preston, Weymouth, DT3 6BU (01305) 
837147 or weymouth.ridgeway.team.office@gmail.com
 
Team Vicar for Holy Trinity, Bincombe; St Laurence, Upwey; St Nicholas, 
Broadwey; St Nicholas, Buckland Ripers  Rev’d Philip Elliott (normal rest day: 
Mon) The Vicarage, 526 Littlemoor Rd., Weymouth, DT3 5PA (01305) 459971 wey-
mouth.west.ridgeway.vicar@gmail.com

Retired Clergy  Rev’d Ada Whittock, 79 Clearmount Rd., Weymouth, DT4 9LE 
(01305) 788045

S¶ACES to grow in faith
Tue 10.00am Ridgeway Bible Study Group [fortnightly] Preston (01305)  

   834604
Wed 7.30pm Home group [fortnightly] co-ordinated by Jackie   

                       Meadows 07591 851075 

If you see something of concern, say something
Church noticeboards and www.ridgeway.org.uk give details of who to contact. 
Each Church has a Parish Safeguarding Officer, and publishes their policy.

Community Angels  (01305) 834866  standrewsangels@hotmail.co.uk

Hall booking secretaries
Frank Reynolds Community Centre, Broadwey: David Moth (01305) 812218

Mission Hall, Sutton Poyntz: Maureen Morris (01305) 835533

Osmington Village Hall: 07387 118300 osmingtonhallbookings@gmail.com

Preston Village Hall: Julie Witt (01305) 834232

Scutt Hall, Preston:  scutthallbookings@talktalk.net
St Andrew’s Church Rooms, Preston: (01305) 837147 sachurchrooms4@gmail.com

St Francis’ Community Room, Littlemoor: Anne Field, (01305) 832532 anne_
field@talk21.com

Upwey and Broadwey Memorial Hall: Jonathan Harwood (01305) 814940
Upwey Old School: Phil Cooke (01305) 812665.

The Ridgeway Churches

100590

Tel: 01305 783228
Mobile: 07786734531

R Phelps
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Services and Repairs
Landlord’s Gas Safety Certifi cates

Installation of Unvented Domestic Hot 
Water Systems

BPEC Trained for Solar Heating Installations
Energy Effi ciency Trained

Power Flushes
Plus all other aspects of plumbing

Swallows Rest NGS Open Garden 
Summer Party for Charity

Saturday 9th July from 1pm
Entry £6 going to National Garden Scheme beneficiaries.

Also supporting Weldmar and Ukraine.
41 South Road, Wyke Regis, DT4 9NR 

Tel: 01305 785244
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Wessex Musical Theatre
A journey from our early days as Weymouth Operatic Society 

to our new beginnings as Wessex Musical Theatre
In 2001, ‘Guys and Dolls’ became 
the 100th production by Weymouth 
Operatic Society, or WOS. This ever-
popular show about a Salvation 
Army sergeant falling in love with 
a gangster, was watched by an ex-
ceptional member of the audience; 
Mildred Caird. 
This remarkable lady had watched al-
most every WOS production since the 
society’s first show, ‘HMS Pinafore’ in 
1922, when she was just sixteen years 
old.
In 2007, ‘Singin’ in the Rain’ show cased 
the society’s remarkable dancing skills. 
The production team took the innova-
tive step in hiring a wet set using real 
water on stage to look and sound like 
rain. It was hired from Scotland and 
proved safe for all the tap dancing 
demanded by the show, as the water 
rolled into a gully to drain. The second 
production of the year was Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s ‘Ruddigore’. It was the first 
time that this comic opera was per-
formed anywhere in Weymouth.
September 2008’s production of ‘Fame 
Forever’ gave WOS the unique oppor-
tunity to produce and perform a show 
before its professional run. ‘Fame’ was 
conceived and developed first as a film 

and then as a TV series by David De 
Silva, known affectionately as ‘Father 
Fame’. The success of WOS productions 
attracted his attention. Geoff King, 
WOS president at the time, received a 
phone call from De Silva, calling from 
New York. He wanted to know if WOS 
was interested in doing a produc-
tion of his new sequel, ‘Fame Forever’. 
The society was one of only three in 
England and Scotland to be selected 
to take part. WOS watched the first 
performance, the world premiere, in 
Glasgow, in May 2007, and the second 
in Chichester where they also met De 
Silva. The purpose of these three ama-
teur productions was to fine tune the 
final score and script for the West End 
run.
‘Anything Goes’ performed in 2016, 
was a highly successful production di-
rected by Martine Burt and MD Alistair 
Dean. Both took the leading roles in 
the 1996 production by WOW and 
both left WOW to follow successful 
careers in the industry. They returned 
to Dorset to further their profession in 
their chosen fields; Martine as a direc-
tor/choreographer and Alistair found-
ing The Deans Academy, a singing 
school for young people. 

A Night at 
the Musicals
100 years that WOS WMT 

Wednesday 1st to  
Saturday 4th June 7.30pm
Saturday Matinee 2.30pm

Pavilion Theatre 
Weymouth

Director: Paulie Beecroft
Musical Director: Alistair Dean

Choreographer: Shakira Brading

Tickets £15 adults, £12 children

Box Office 01305 783225
www.weymouthpavilion.com

www.wessexmusicaltheatre.co.uk

The National Operatic and Dramatic 
Association gave much praise to the 
show; ‘Just to congratulate WOS on 
your wonderful production of Guys 
and Dolls, which we saw last night. It 
was the most enjoyable production 
of this show which I have seen, and I 
have seen a few.’ The female leading 
role of Reno Sweeney was played by 
Stella Brading. Stella’s daughter Sha-
kira then played this role with WOW in 
2009. Their pet dog China, also played 
a major role as Cheeky in the WOW 
production.
Casting a dog for any show is a rigor-
ous process. For the society’s produc-
tion of ‘Oliver!’ in 2010, auditions for 
Bullseye, the bull terrier, included the 
dogs’ reactions to loud music, both 
instrumental and vocal, and noisy 
children rushing around. The leading 
canine had to remain calm in all the 
lively aspects of the show. In the end, 
a job share was agreed between two 
dogs taking on the ‘lead’ for different 
performances with an understudy on 
stand-by.
The society was taking a new direction 
in its choice of shows and increasing 
appearances at community events. 
Moving away from operatic or classic 
shows, WOS adapted to stage more 
modern musicals such as ‘Jesus Christ 
Superstar’, ‘Evita’ and ‘Spamalot’. Com-
munity wise, WOS performed in many 
local charitable or awareness raising 
events. WOS even adopted a decom-

missioned BT telephone box on Port-
land in 2018 and converted it into a 
free library of donated books for the 
local community.
‘The Producers’, staged in 2019 was a 
huge turning point for the society. It 
was the first show, and a somewhat 
controversial choice, by Wessex Musi-
cal Theatre (WMT), the new name for a 
society embracing change. The public 
never fails to respond to appeals for 
help and in the case of this produc-
tion it was the loan of zimmer frames 
necessary for the twenty or so little old 
lady characters of the cast. 
Unfortunately, this proved to be the 
last Pavilion production before the 
Covid 19 lockdown. The Christmas 
show of 2019 went ahead and rehears-
als started in early 2020 for ‘Oliver!’ Au-
ditions took place so the cast was cho-
sen, rehearsals were scheduled, post-
ers were printed but then lockdown 
halted everything. The society kept 
going with Zoom singing rehearsals, 
ready for potential local events when 
conditions allowed and preparing it 
to stay strong when so many socie-
ties and theatres folded. The start of 
this post lockdown era is looking very 
promising for WMT as it looks forward 
to Pavilion shows and community 
events once again.

‘The Producers’ 2019, WMT’s first production

01305 826841 / 01305 820993 
Pebble Lane, Chiswell, Portland

PORTLAND JOINERY LTD 
Carpentry & JoineryCarpentry & Joinery

(R J & S Wilson)

www.portlandjoinery.co.uk          E-mail: portlandjoineryltd@hotmail.co.uk

Architectural Drawings prepared for:
Loft Conversions / Extensions / Alterations

Domestic / Commercial

Contact: Tel/Fax: 01305 821310 
Mobile 0781 8847665

59 Reforne, Portland, Dorset. DT5 2AW
Email: stevenjonesplandesign@btinternet.com

BA Honours in Architecture

New work - Repairs - Refurbishment - Carpentry - Tiling - Painting 
Decorating - Kitchen and Bathroom Fitting - Building Work

Laminate Floors etc
30 years experience - FREE quotations. Please call

Mark Stanton    01305 815609    07969 919837

JOHN BRODDLE
MONUMENTAL

MASON LTD

Free Colour Brochure
House Names, Bird Baths and Sun Dials

For Free Estimates Tel: 01305 820719

Memorials in Granite, Marble & Stone Complete Memorial Restoration
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Cherise Luke-Bennett Cordelia English

• Annual Gas Boiler Servicing

• All Central Heating 
Installation, Repairs and 

Maintenance

• General Plumbing

      www.mahoneyheating.com
Email: russell.mahoney@btconnect.com

14 Forehill Close, Preston, Weymouth, DT3 6DS

No: 20135

07836 266368 07836 266368 

Mahoney Plumbing Mahoney Plumbing 
& Heating& Heating

Have your boiler serviced and then 
refer a friend to get 

£10 Off£10 Off your next annual service
Refer up to 5 friends in a year and have a 

Free ServiceFree Service

Contact us or see our website for details

01305 83468501305 834685

Free

Service
£10 Off
Boiler 

Servicing

ABOUT SHOWROOM SHINE:
I am a Mobile Car Valet & Detailer
I use high quality Autoglym products
I am competitively priced
I cover Dorset
Please contact me for details of my service

AUTOGLYM TRAINED
I use 100% Ultra Plush sheepskin washmits with a two bucket, 
grit guard method for a Showroom Shine every time.
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Local news Continued from page 19

Weymouth’s New 
Skatepark
Weymouth Town Council’s new 
skatepark and parkour facility 
opened ahead of schedule on Fri-
day 29th April, providing a brand 
new place to skate and scoot. 
The £358,000 park was built by lo-
cal skatepark company Maverick. It 
includes a wide variety of features 
to provide opportunities for skaters, 
BMXers and scooter riders to practise 
their skills in a space that they have 

Weymouth Town Council’s new skatepark and parkour facility. Photos: Maverick

helped design. Alongside the skate-
park is a separate bespoke parkour 
area, for the local free running com-
munity. 
A special event to celebrate the open-
ing this new facility will take place on 
Saturday 2nd July and will be attended 
by the Mayor of Weymouth.
Council Leader Cllr David Harris said: 
“It feels like only yesterday we had the 
turf cutting ceremony, and now this 
fantastic outdoor facility is open!
‘The idea behind this was always to 
create a community space that pro-

KDL PLUMBING & HEATING KDL PLUMBING & HEATING 
• ALL PLUMBING AND HEATING WORK UNDERTAKEN

• FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE GIVEN
• NO CALL OUT CHARGES • NO VAT ADDED

MOBILE 0747-512-8249   HOME (01305) 898568MOBILE 0747-512-8249   HOME (01305) 898568

vides a welcoming and inclusive atmo-
sphere for people of all ages to have 
some fun. This new skatepark and 
parkour track is our way of showing 
the community, especially younger 
people, that we care about them and 
want to give them spaces where they 
can socialise and thrive. We look for-
ward to seeing people feeling inspired 
to get on their skateboards, bikes and 
scooters and enjoying being outdoors 
and active – and who knows, perhaps 
there could be a future Olympic cham-

pion in the making?’
Designs for the bespoke facility, pro-
duced by Maverick, were put out to 
consultation last summer with an 
event held at The Marsh. Feedback 
received from young people was then 
incorporated into the final plans. 
Planning permission for the scheme 
was approved last November and 
work was completed on site just 
ahead of schedule.

Qualifi ed

All aspects of tree and hedge work 
undertaken for domestic and commercial

Friendly and professional qualifi ed team

Contact & Hire Us!

Mobile: 07816584020 (preferred)
Tel:(01305)821897

Email: dorsettreeworx@live.co.uk
Web: www.dorsettreeworx.co.uk
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HDML Medusa

HDL Medusa was a common site 
at Ferrybridge and Littlesea 
during the sixties. I well re-
member seeing it between the 
bridges with its black hull and 
white upper-works. I remem-
ber thinking at the time that it 
looked like a navy vessel, it was 
not until much later that I found 
out its true identity and history, 
which follows.

Medusa was laid down as ML1387 
at R A Newman & Sons of Poole 
Dorset on 27 July 1943 and 
launched on 20 October 1943.  
Under the command of Lt Maurice 
Liddiard RNVR she was involved in 
convoy escort in the Western Ap-
proaches before joining the 149th 
HDML Flotilla at Portsmouth and 
taking part in Exercise Fabius 1, 
which was a practise assault car-

ried out by the Americans at Slap-
ton Sands in Devon.  
Medusa took part in D-Day, she 
left Portland Harbour at 5 am on 
June 5th 1944, to act as a naviga-
tional leader, guid- ing the as-
sault forces and 
conveys towards 
the beach arriv-
ing off Omaha 
Beach the night 
before and stay-
ing on station 
throughout as 
navigational 
marker for Ap-
proach Channel 
4.
In October 1944 
she transferred to 
the 185 Auxilliary 
Minesweeping Flotilla 
based in the Med-

way. Early in 1945 she went across 
to The Hague and from there to 
Ijmuiden where she accepted the 
surrender of the occupying Ger-
man forces.  From Ijmuiden she 
navigated the North Sea Canal to 
Amsterdam, the first allied ship 
to do so. Post war Medusa was re-
designated Fast Despatch Boat 76 
before being allocated to London 
Division RNVR as HMS Thames. 
Subsequently she was renamed 
Seaward Defence Launch (SDML) 
3516 and in 1953 became a sur-
vey vessel and was named HMS 
Medusa. 
In 1968 she was sold by the Roy-
al Navy thought to be fit only 
for scrap.  She was bought by 
Portland sailor Mike Boyce and 
a group of friends and spent 18 
years moored at Ferrybridge 
and Portland. Over the follow-
ing years her condition deteriorat-
ed and in 1972 Mike Boyce started 
a complete refit, a task that would 
take 14 years.
Since then, in private ownership, 
she has been maintained 

in her original configuration.  She 
is now owned by The Medusa 
Trust a Portsmouth-based com-
pany charged with overseeing 
her restoration and is operated 
by volunteers from the Medusa 
Support Group. with Mike Boyce 
still as skipper.  She is on the “Core 
Collection” of the National Historic 
Ships Committee and is berthed 
in Southampton. In 2005 The Me-
dusa Trust were awarded a £1 mil-
lion lottery investment to ensure 
the boat restoration is completed 
to extend its life for a further sixty 
years.
Medusa attends various events in 
the Solent area throughout the 
summer, starting in April and end-
ing with the Remembrance 

service at HMS 
Hornet in No-
vember.

The Normandy vet-
eran has appeared on 
TV many times includ-
ing ‘Private Schultz’ and 
‘Lovejoy’ and has fea-

tured in documenta-
ries on the 

D - D a y 

HDL Medusa paid a visit to Weymouth Harbour in early May 2022 
This is a reprint of an article originally published in the Wyke Register August 2006.
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Medusa means “sovereign female 
wisdom,” in Sanskrit it’s Medha, 
Greek Metis, Egyptian Met or Maat.
Medusa was actually imported into 
Greece from Libya where she was 
worshipped by the Libyan Ama-
zons as their Serpent-Goddess. 
Medusa (Metis) was the destroyer 
aspect of the Great Triple Goddess 
also called Neith, Anath, Athene 
or Ath-enna in North Africa and 
Athana in 1400 c BC Minoan Crete.
Medusa was originally an aspect 
of the goddess Athene from Libya 
where she was the Serpent-God-
dess of the Libyan Amazons. In 
her images, her hair sometimes re-
sembles dread locks, showing her 
origins in Africa. There she had a 
hidden, dangerous face. It was in-
scribed that no one could possibly 
lift her veil, and that to look upon 
her face was to glimpse ones own 
death as she saw your future.

landings
She is now moored at No 25 Berth, 
Empress Dock, Southampton, 
which is within the commercial 
docks area, but visits to the vessel 
are by appointment only.  If you 
would like to visit please contact 
alan@trinitystar.co.uk 

HDML Class
The HDML class were originally 
built to a specification prepared 
in 1939 by the Directorate of Na-
val Construction for protecting 
harbours and estuaries against 
submarine attack. As WW2 pro-
gressed their strength and sea-
worthiness led them to be used 
for a wide range of roles all over 
the world.
The construction is round bilge, 
the hull being double diagonal 
mahogany planking on stringers 
with oak frames.  The decks were 
double diagonal larch (mahogany 
in earlier vessels) and the super-
structure ply.
Medusa is diesel powered by 
two Gardner 8L3 engines giving 
speeds of around 12 knots.  Total 
fuel capacity was 1650 gallons 
giving a range of 2000 miles 
at 10 knots. An auxiliary en-
gine, a Gardner 1L2, provides 
f i r e / b i l g e 
pumps as 
well as 
24V and 
110V DC 
d y n a -

mos.
Armament was determined by 
what was available, initially Medu-
sa had a 2 pounder and a 20 mm 
Oelikon, later she had two 20mm 
Oerlikons, twin Vickers K machine 
guns and six depth charges.
For a small craft Medusa carried 
an extensive range of electronics, 
which was supplemented for D-

Day to include Type 291 ra-
dar, Type 134 ASDIC, Type 

154 IFF, Gee Navigator, 
QM Navigator (QM 
was one of the 30 
prototypes of the 

Decca naviga-

tor built for D Day), Type 78T radar 
transponder, Chernikeeff speed 
log and short wave transmitter/
receiver equipment.
Crew was two officers, two petty 
officers and eight ratings.  For the 
time the accommodation was to a 
high standard and the wardroom 
particularly spacious for two.
The length of 72’ was to allow 
shipment as deck cargo but this 
was later discontinued and the 
vessels made their own passage. 
300 HDMLs were built in the UK, 
56 overseas and 74 as lease lend.

HDML Specification
Length   72ft
Beam  16ft
Draft  4ft 9ins
Displacement  54 tons

Thanks go to Mike Boyce and The 
Medusa Trust for supplying edito-
rial details and photographs. 
www.hmsmedusa.org.uk



www.registermagazine.co.uk24 

Register Maggazine is published monthly by Iain Ross Design, 55 Overcombe Drive, Preston, Weymouth, Dorset, DT3 6QF
Telephone: 01305 833900  E-mail: info@registermagazine.co.uk   www.registermagazine.co.uk • Printed by Henry Ling Ltd, Dorchester

• Domestic/ Commercial / Industrial
• Plumbing / Heating
• Boiler services
• Landlord certifi cates
• Power fl ushing and descaling
• Rewires
• Periodic test and inspection
• Fire Alarms & Emergency Lighting
• Bathrooms / Kitchens
• General building maintenance

01305 772774

www.nothe.co.uk

01305 774370  Email: info@phoenixdentalcare.uk  www.phoenixdentalcare.uk

Phoenix Dental Care, 86 Portland Road, Weymouth, DT4 9AB

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS (PRIVATE AND PLAN)


