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Preston and Sutton Poyntz 
Councillor Update
I write this article as Summer 
comes to an end for all those 
going back to school so in typi-
cal British fashion the sun has 
decided to come out. August is 
very quiet on the council front 
in terms of council meetings 
but incredibly busy for commu-
nity events including two family 
fun days in Littlemoor, and sev-
eral BBQs, coffee mornings, and 
jumble sales. 
We have been very busy as a team 
working on issues in the and 
around the ward including meet-
ing with Dorset council officers in 
the area of land between Little-
moor and Preston containing the 
flood pond which is not Dorset 
council land, but we are trying to 
get maintained properly. A dedi-
cated team of local residents from 
Littlemoor have taken it upon 
themselves to cut the paths and 
make the area tidier and we are 
grateful to them. 
We have also been dealing with is-
sues relating to planning enforce-
ment at the building works on 
Overcombe Drive and Kingsbere 
Close where development is caus-

ing issues for those living nearby. 
We are particularly keen to ensure 
the post box on Overcombe Drive 
remains in use. 
We are awaiting the details relat-
ing to the re-surfacing works due 
to take place on the estate be-
tween Coombe Valley and Seven 
Acres road which we have been 
relentless in pushing for since 
being elected. Once we know 
the specifics we will be updating 
residents. We now have enough 
volunteers to form a speed watch 
group for the area but would still 
like some more to increase viabil-
ity if you are interested please get 
in touch as we are looking at ar-
ranging the training. 
We have been working on a pro-
posal to put to local bus providers 
for a new route for areas of Preston 
that aren’t covered currently by a 
bus and also Sutton Poyntz. This 
route will likely replace the old 4a 
but run via Littlemoor Road as op-
posed to Preston Beach Road. We 
would like to see this tied in with 
park and ride in order to cover the 
route more widely.
We attended the drop in session 
run by Weymouth town council 
for the neighbourhood plan at 

Preston Village Hall at which only 
around 5-10 residents came along. 
In our opinion this is due to the 
fact the sessions were poorly ad-
vertised, last minute and held in 
the busiest month of the year for 
peoples social and family life. We 
do not regard these sessions as 
being valid consultation. We will 
keep residents updated on the 
neighbourhood plan process and 
will be keeping a close eye. Please 
get in touch with any issues. 

Cllr Louie O’Leary on behalf of the 
Preston and Sutton Poyntz Council-
lor team
07809905412 cllrlouie.oleary@dor-
setcouncil.gov.uk

Sutton Poyntz Village 
WI

Our speaker this month was 
John Allen and his wife Julia, 
who came to the meeting also. 
For many of our members they 
were not strangers as John and 
Julia had lived in the village for 
years. 
Not only did he speak about the 
history of Sutton Poyntz, but also 
about his involvement in, and the 
history of, our beloved Mission 
Hall. Owned by the church, it is 
the heart and soul of the village 
and when it was leased to the vil-
lagers a trust was formed. Today it 
is now managed and maintained 
by the Mission Hall Trust. It was a 
very informative talk that took us 
through the years to present day 
which took many members down 
memory lane.
We are all looking forward to our 
visit to Monkey World on 13th 
September and also to our Au-
tumn Lunch at the Black Dog, 
Broadmayne in October.

Cllr Tony Ferrari at Brackendown Avenue

The speaker for our 4th October 
meeting will be florist Fiona Penny 
talking about an Autumn flower 
arrangement.

Susie Marner
Secretary
Sutton Poyntz Village WI

Overcombe WI 
September 2023
Our first meeting after the sum-
mer was in September when we 
very much enjoyed a talk by Ken 
Francis from Weymouth Life-
boat Station. Ken spoke enthusi-
astically about the RNLI having 
been a serving crew member for 
thirty years until compulsory re-
tirement, the press officer for a 
further ten years and now gives 
talks to various organisations 
and schools to raise awareness 
of their work. 
Ken told us how the organising 
of the RNLI was structured, about 
the training of the crew and their 
liaison with the Coastguards and 
other emergency units. The head 
office of the RNLI is in Poole and 
is more than just their main office. 
The facilities which include meet-
ing rooms, overnight accommo-
dation, a restaurant etc are used 
by members of the public and is 
open to all. It was decided that the 
facilities would be to a high stand-
ard to encourage firms to use it 
rather than it being a basic stand-
ard just for the RNLI. 
It opened in 2004 and it was ex-
pected it to take ten years to 
recoup the total cost. Due to its 
popularity, it was paid for in five 
years. It has hosted conferences, 
weddings, functions, film crews 
and holidaying RNLI supporters to 
name just a few. The RNLI started 
in 1824 so next year will be a big 
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celebration of 200 years of the ser-
vice. Unlike the other emergency 
services the workers in the RNLI 
are volunteers who give up their 
time to assist anyone in any dan-
ger on water. Ken spoke without 
notes, answered questions, and 
gave us much information. 
We now approach our Autumn 
programme which includes the 
Dorset Federation General Meet-
ing in Poole and our pre-Christmas 
coffee morning on 21st Novem-
ber to which everyone is invited 
and made very welcome. Put the 
date in your diary, 10.30am – 12 
noon. Plenty of stalls, home made 
cake, coffee and tea at The Church 
Rooms, Preston, just opposite St 
Andrew’s Church. Easy parking. 

Jackie Greet
WI President

Wyke Regis WI
Wyke Regis members were sad 
to hear, at the end of July, that 
member Valerie Burt had died.
Valerie joined our WI in 1960 and 
joined the choir early on in her 
membership. A talented musician, 
Valerie conducted the choir from 
the 1970’s until the week before 
she died. During this time the 
choir took part in Music Festivals, 
National Singing competitions as 
well as producing three shows a 
year in our WI Hall. 
Valerie organised a memorable 
fête in the 1970’s and participated 
in many of our Interest Groups. 
At Valerie’s funeral in All Saints 
Church, the choir, conducted by 
Hilary Giles and accompanied 
by Jo Simpson, sang a beautiful 
rendition of a favourite piece of 
Valerie’s, ‘Say it with a Song’. She 
will be greatly missed.
Although there was no monthly 
meeting in August, members 
gathered, on a beautiful day, at 
the Nothe Gardens for their an-
nual picnic and were pleased to 
be joined by members from Wey-
bay WI.
With monthly meetings and all 
interest groups resuming, we look 
forward to a happy and busy few 
months.

Wyke Regis 
Horticultural Society

Throughout Autumn and Win-
ter, there will an Evening Talk 
at the beginning of each month 
in the Club House on Rylands 
Lane. 
A soup and dessert supper will 
be served after each Talk. Tickets 
are £10 each, booking in advance 

- space is limited. Joe Kaplonek 
will show more examples of his 
wonderful wildlife photography 
on Wednesday 11th October from 
7.00pm (with a new screen!). On 
Wednesday 8th November at 
7.30pm, Estate Manager Owen 
Davies and Head Gardener So-
phy will give an illustrated Talk on 
Athelhampton House and Gar-
dens, their history and develop-
ment.
The Trading Post is open on 
Wednesdays 2.00pm - 4.00pm and 
Saturdays 9.30am - 12.30pm. We 
can only sell to members of the 
society. To join, call into the Trad-
ing Post when open and complete 
a form. Annual subscription is 
£10. For more information email 
enquiries@wrhs.org.uk or phone 
01305 759668.

Wyke Christmas Fayre
With summer drawing to a 
close, we start thinking about 
Christmas and the Wyke Christ-
mas Fayre which is on Sunday 
3rd December.
Stallholders are rapidly making 
preparations, but should anyone 
else wish to have a stall at the 
fayre, either inside or outside, 
please get in contact by email: jo-
taylor13@sky.com or phone 07791 
764599.
And don’t forget we will be hold-
ing a Kid’s Fancy Dress Competi-
tion, Best Dressed house in the Vil-
lage, Best Dressed Dog and Rate a 
Plate. So get those outfits, decora-
tions and cooking ideas on the go.
Look forward to seeing you all.

Your councillor update 
Weymouth Town 
Council 
(Wyke Regis) and Dorset Coun-
cil (Rodwell and Wyke Regis) 
Mayor of Weymouth Dorset
There are fewer formal meet-
ings during August but it doesn’t 
mean work does not continue. 
Dorset Council have always ar-
ranged some very useful training 
webinars and no matter how long 
I have served as a councillor I find 
there is always more to learn. I 
have also attended some good 
sessions recently on the future 
development and growth of our 
library services, and development 
of strategy on housing services. 
The work of the Corporate Parent-
ing Board never stops. Our looked 
after children and care leavers are 
so important. I recently attended 
a meeting at the new hub on 
Dorchester Road with some fos-
ter carers and children and some 

young people joining us online. 
It is so helpful to talk direct to 
the people we work with. Many 
of these young people have the 
worst possible start in life and yet 
they have developed such resil-
ience. They are such a joy, funny 
and clever and resourceful. Going 
on to further education and train-
ing and becoming fine members 
of our community. I would say we 
are lucky with our Children’s Ser-
vices staff but it isn’t just luck, they 
have excellent leadership and 
they exhibit extraordinary com-
mitment. 
With a couple of fellow Weymouth 
Town Councillors and the allot-
ment officer we thought we had 
nicely updated our policies. How-
ever, we failed to think how gar-
dening changes and how hi-tech 
can now influence how we garden 
more sustainably, saving water, 
measuring climate change etc. 
So a few tweaks have been made 
to the policy and these will come 
into operation very soon. Such a 
diverse mix of residents now use 
our allotments it is fascinating. We 
have a new allotment manager, 
very experienced, and he will be 
making sure he gets round to 
meet you all in the coming month. 
Look out for him and say hello.
Partnership working is hugely im-
portant not just as a cost saver but 
as being so much more efficient. 
Weymouth Town Council Clerk 
and the Town Clerk of Portland 
meet regularly with senior coun-
cillors with an open invitation to 
representatives from Chickerell 
Town Council to join these tri-
council meetings. Our towns are 
intrinsically linked, discussions 
on health care, bus services and 
housing are common to us all and 
we have a stronger voice across 
the County when we work cor-
roboratively. 
I won’t apologise for mention-
ing the Neighbourhood Plan yet 
again. It is a huge and important 
piece of work, please do keep an 
eye out for how you can still get 
involved. Once adopted this plan 
will inform the future of Wey-
mouth for some time to come, so 
do take advantage of the oppor-
tunity to have your say. 
Mayoral engagements have been 
busy and I have tried as much as 
possible to attend those that help 
to support and enhance our local 
community and economy. 
It has been a delight to attend the 
Fireworks throughout the sum-
mer season. As well as becoming 
hoarse shouting out the count-
down. I have also been out with 
members of Weymouth and Port-
land Lions Club who manage the 

Mayor’s Christmas Fund each year. 
We have been shaking collection 
buckets each Monday night and 
will be out again on Bonfire night. 
The Lions have set up an online 
donation page as so few people 
carry change these days, you can 
find details on their website or 
WTC. Leo the Lion joined us and 
it was fun watching the children 
roaring at him. 
Some people say the Mayor is no 
longer needed or wanted so I was 
pleased to find the number of 
youngsters anxious to have their 
photo taken with the Mayor and 
shake my hand. 
Our Parks and Gardens Team with 
the community engagement of-
ficer held two children’s events 
during the school holidays cen-
tred at Lodmoor Country Park and 
Radipole Park Gardens. Children 
were able to go on a bug hunt, 
identify flora and fauna, create 
seed bombs and bird feeders and 
generally have a lot of fun. 
Last year Ukrainian refugees 
celebrated their national day in 
Nothe gardens, this year families 
from across Dorset met in Bourne-
mouth. I was very pleased that Cllr 
Luke Wakeling was able to join me 
for this event as he worked hard 
with the Weymouth group when 
evacuation first started last year 
and has maintained contacts. 
The community hub at Hope 
House in the grounds of St Johns 
Church is continuing to grow. The 
Sevenoaks and Tonbridge Concert 
Band gave a brilliant concert in 
the church recently to raise funds, 
you may also have heard them in 
concert at the Jubilee clock.
Weymouth has such a long history 
of involvement with our armed 
forces and we still have a very 
strong connection with all uni-
formed services. I am very proud 
of the supportive role the town 
has played and I have laid wreaths 
and raised flags at a number of 
memorials over the past few 
weeks. 
The children are now back at 
school and people are returning 
to work. I hope you all had a won-
derful summer and feel rested and 
ready for the months ahead. As I 
write this it is a beautiful hot and 
sunny day, I hope that these days 
will continue for  while yet.
Instances of Covid have increased 
and there is a new strain so if you 
are offered a booster vaccination 
do try to accept and remember 
stay safe. 
You can continue to follow me on 
the Mayor of Weymouth, Dorset 
Facebook page or Cllr Kate Whel-
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MACPHERSON HOUSE IN PRESTON 

PROVIDES SUPPORTED ACCOMMODATION 

FOR OLDER PEOPLE
• All rooms en suite and on the ground fl oor

• Monthly fee includes, council tax, electricity, gas, water and repairs 
• All meals provided • Social activities provided from time to time.

There are shops, post offi ce, chemist, bus service and doctors surgery 
within easy reach • Short stay or trial room available

Please call 01305 833229

ABBEYFIELD (WEYMOUTH) SOCIETY

(Reg Charity No 246972)

Also care at
LEGH HOUSE REGISTERED CARE HOME

Day care available. 
Warm, comfortable home, activities and caring staff. 

A home for 18 residents
Rylands Lane, Wyke Regis. (01305) 773663

Making time for   older people
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Professional Will Writer
Fully Insured - Home Visits

www.wills.org.uk
sales@wills.org.uk

You need a Will!
Everybody knows this but 
many people are put off by the 
uncertainty of the costs involved 
and the process. 

I remove all those barriers and 
help you gain the peace of mind 
that comes when you have your 
Will written by an expert.

Price List
Single Will ......................... £149
Joint/Mirror Wills* ............. £199
Trust Wills* ........................ £339   
LPAs per person ............... £199
+ Registration fee

*Priced per pair, not each, 
full pricing on our website

The process is simple, I take 
your instructions, you then 
get drafts for approval before 
the originals are printed. Once 
the drafts are approved, I 
print the originals and post 
them to you fi rst class with full 
signing instructions, I can even 
supervise the signing if you want 
me to.

For your peace of mind all of 
the Wills that I write are covered 
by £2.5 million Professional 
Indemnity Insurance, I am a 
Member of The Society of Will 
Writers and keep up to date with 
regular courses so the advice I 
offer is the best and most up to 
date available.

Call us now on 01305 774786       

Also available:
Probate Service - Conveyancing - LPAs 

Recon straight lifts from £1195

TREE SURGERYLTDLTD
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hanging crosses and hearts from 
Kashmir. For Christmas we have 
also ordered a selection of olive 
wood decorations produced by 
Bethlehem Fair Trade Artisans.
Karakorum is a small company 
established by Natasha in 2015. 
Natasha and her partner had 
spent nearly 2 years travelling 
on their bikes and she returned 
to the UK inspired to start work-
ing with many of the Fair Trade 
artisans they had met on their 
journey. Karakorum was once the 
capital of the Mongol Empire, a 
relatively small city but one of the 
most important on the Silk Road, 
the ancient trade route between 
the West and The Middle East and 
Asia. Natasha chose the name for 
her company because that is what 
she believes it to be – a small but 
important route for trade around 
the world. Karakorum have a 
beautiful range of gifts, including 
a wide variety of African basket-
ware, available through their on-
line shop. We buy our Swazi Can-
dles through Karakorum; perfect 
gifts for these darker evenings.
Comfort International are a char-
ity working in 5 Central African 
countries; Rwanda, Uganda, DR 
Congo, Burundi and South Su-

THE MONUMENTAL MASONS
ESTABLISHED 1876

Website:- www.stonesmasonry.co.uk

Established over 140 years
For new memorials request our colour brochure

Additional inscriptions and renovation work our speciality

Home visits by appointment

We take pride in providing a personal service offering 
the highest quality craftsmanship.

Newstead Road, Westham,
Weymouth, DT4 0DU

Tel: 01305 784556

Email us: Weymouth@stonesmasonry.co.uk

NICK GRAYNICK GRAY

• Gas Servicing
• Installations

• Repairs and Maintenance
• Power Flushing, De-scaling

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

142 WAKEHAM, 
PORTLAND DT5 1HP

Telephone: 01305 860842
Mobile: 07811 356181

NO CALL-OUT 
CHARGE

ler Facebook page. And of course, 
I am generally to be found walking 
around Wyke Regis, on the bus or 
in town. 
Please remember the best way to 
contact me remains by phone – 
01305 839747 or 07850060947, 
or by email cllrkatewheller@wey-
mouthtowncouncil.gov.uk cllr-
kate.wheller@dorsetcouncil.gov.
uk

God Bless, 
Kate Wheller

Bridge Fair Trade Shop
Introducing Some of our smaller 
suppliers
At this time of year we start to 
think about getting ready for 
Christmas and that means con-
tacting some of our smaller sup-
pliers which is always a joy.
Fair to Trade is run by husband 
and wife team Melanie and David. 
They work closely with, and often 
visit their producers who are either 
members of the World Fair Trade 
Organisation (WFTO) or have 
close connections with groups 
that are members. We particularly 
like their hand embroidered cards 
from Bangladesh and the painted 

dan. They work to rebuild lives 
devastated by poverty, genocide 
and conflict. We support them in 
a small way by selling their bas-
kets and banana leaf cards from 
Rwanda.
Cadwyn, as the name suggests, 
is a Welsh company selling both 
Welsh and Fair Trade gifts. This is 
not as surprising as it might sound 
as in 2008 Wales became the first 
Fair Trade Nation, something the 
Welsh people are very proud of. As 
part of their Fair Trade range Cad-
wyn sell Thuya Wood boxes from 
the foothills of the Atlas Moun-
tains, soapstone ornaments from 
the Kisii Province of Kenya and 
wooden coasters from Burkina 
Faso. They know the people who 
make their Fair Trade gifts person-
ally and have a Fair Trade agree-
ment with all of them.
Suppliers like these are making a 
huge difference to the lives of the 
people who make the products 
which is why we are so happy to 
support them.
We are still uncertain about the 
demolition work which is pend-
ing on North Quay and the impact 
it will have on us. If we need to 
change our opening times we will 
keep our Facebook and google 
listings updated or please call the 
shop before making a special trip.
We can be contacted on 01305 

772842 or by email at thebridge-
fairtrade@gmail.com
The Bridge Fair Trade Shop, 24 
Trinity Road, Weymouth, DT4 8TJ 
Opening times Tuesday – Satur-
day 10.00 – 4.00.

Family History Society
The October meeting of the 
South Dorset group of the Som-
erset & Dorset Family History 
Society will be held on Friday 
October 20th at 2.30pm when 
the speaker will be Mike Randall 
with his talk ‘Son of a Spy’.
As usual, the talk will take place at 
St Aldhelm’s Church Centre, Spa 
Road, Radipole DT3 5EW preceded 
by tea or coffee.

Preston Village Market 
Saturday 7th October 10am 
-12.30pm
Our Autumn Market will be held 
in St Andrew’s Church Rooms, 
Church Road, DT3 6BU. With 
Christmas just around the corner, 
there will be plenty to choose 
from for early Christmas presents, 
among a variety of crafts, cards 
etc. We will also have plants and 
bulbs, edibles and more for sale. 
Our Avon lady will be joining us as 
well as a Fairtrade stall. Delicious 
refreshments available.

Continued from page 3
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This time we will be raising funds 
for the Alzheimer’s Society Forget-
Me-Not Appeal. Supporting those 
who work with dementia sufferers 
and St Andrew’s Church Fund.
Free Entry but donations to our 
chosen charities gratefully re-
ceived.

Singing For Fun
Join Robert Smith in All Saints’ 
Church, Wyke Regis on Tuesday, 
10th October at 2.00pm for an 
afternoon of singing popular 
songs and songs from the mu-
sicals. 
Everybody welcome so don’t be 
shy!

Jumping Jimmy 
Thunder

Local legend Jumping Jimmy 
Thunder still got it at 80 as he 
wows his fans at summer fete. 
Primrose lodge Care home had a 
summer fete Jimmy a resident at 
the home said he would like to 
sing a few of his Elvis numbers. 
He came out dressed like the local 
star he is and drew the crowd off 
the street also backing him were 
local entertainers Good for Tunes 
Home manager Lisa Summers said 
it was great to see Jimmy doing 
the things he loves I remember 
watching him myself he is such a 
local legend it’s a privilege to care 
for him. 
One onlooker said it took me back 
watching Jimmy Thunder I used to 
watch him in my twenty’s down at 
Vicky lodge Portland and different 
venues in Weymouth he played 
all over Weymouth and Portland 
what a local legend good to see 
him still entertaining the crowds 
what a fantastic day for all. 
Home manager wanted to thank 
all people involved for making the 
fete happen it was a fantastic day.

Wyke Stores 
Rebooted as Cafe and 
Community Hub
It’s been some time since Wyke 
Stores (in Wyke Square) was 
able to welcome local people, 
but we have a plan to re-open it 
as a coffee shop, essentials food 
store and community hub. 
Our plan will involve providing 
work-space for local small busi-
nesses and home workers, and 
space for local groups to run ac-
tivities, as well as cafe and non 
plastic refill facilities. 
We would really like it if you would 
contribute your thoughts and 

Local legend Jumping Jimmy Thunder

suggestions about the way the 
store might support the needs of 
the local community. Please email 
us using the address below, and 
we will forward you a short survey. 
This will allow us to make sure we 
are offering something that you 
would value and use. All respons-
es will be treated confidentially.

We intend to open at Easter 2024.

Email: wykecafeandhub@gmail.
com

Citizens Advice
Q. I need a new car for work. I’ve 
been looking at second-hand 
options but I’ve heard horror 
stories about people buying 
cars that turn out to be faulty. 
How can I make sure I don’t buy 
a dud? 
A. A car is a major purchase and 
the buying process can seem 
daunting. but the Citizens Advice 
website has information on what 
you should do when buying a car 
and what you can do afterwards if 
something goes wrong. 
If you’re buying from a trader, 
choose one with an established 
name and a good reputation. Ide-
ally, they will be part of a trade as-
sociation or follow the industry’s 
code of practice. It’s much riskier 
to buy via an auction as you’ll have 
fewer legal protections so read 

the terms and conditions carefully 
before you bid.
If you buy from a private seller. try 
to inspect the car at their home 
address. Make sure the car’s de-
tails are correct by using the DV-
LA’s free online vehicle informa-
tion checker. You’ll need the reg-
istration number, MOT test num-
ber, mileage and make/model of 
the car. Also, check the car’s MOT 
history on gov.uk Keep a copy of 
these results as well as the original 
advert or description of the car. 
You might also consider getting a 
private history check to see if the 
car’s been reported stolen, still has 
money owing on it, or has been in 
a serious crash. This will cost about 
£20. 
Check if the car meets emissions 
standards to avoid paying extra 
charges when driving through 
clean air zones. Inspect the car 
before buying, preferably during 
the day when it’s not raining and, 
if you have the appropriate insur-
ance, take it for a test drive for at 
least 15 minutes. Once you’ve de-
cided on a car, don’t be afraid to 
negotiate on the price. If you take 
out a loan or finance, make sure 
you can afford the repayments 
over the lifetime of the contract. 
If you pay with cash, you will have 
fewer protections. 
If despite doing all these checks, 
you find something wrong with 
the car after you’ve bought it, you 

may have a legal right to a repair, 
the cost of a repair or some money 
back but it’s on a case-by-case ba-
sis. For more information, check 
out the Citizens Advice website or 
call its consumer helpline on 0808 
223 1133.

Rachel Rogers
Volunteer Development Manager
Citizens Advice Central Dorset
Library and Learning Centre
Great George Street
Weymouth DT4 8NN
Tel: 01305 770325 (admin only)
Please note that I do not work on 
Fridays.

News from Trading 
Standards

Single-use plastics ban
Single-use plastics are only 
used once before they’re 
thrown away. The problem with 
plastic waste is that it doesn’t 
break down, it only breaks up 
into smaller and smaller parts. 
This impacts the environment 
and wildlife for years to come. 
According to estimates, England 
uses 2.7 billion items of single-use 
cutlery, most of which are plastic, 
and 721 million single-use plates 
per year. Of these, only 10% are re-
cycled. If 2.7 billion pieces of cut-
lery were lined up, they would go 
round the world over eight and a 
half times (based on a 15cm piece 
of cutlery).
Previous efforts to eliminate 
avoidable plastic waste, include:
• One of the world’s toughest bans 
on microbeads in rinse-off per-
sonal care products announced in 
2018.
• Restrictions on the supply of sin-
gle-use plastic straws, drink stir-
rers and cotton buds in 2020.
• Plastic Packaging Tax in April 
2022 whereby a tax of £200 per 
tonne was introduced on plastic 
packaging manufactured in, or 
imported into the UK, that does 
not contain at least 30% recycled 
plastic.
• The 5p single-use carrier bag 
charge, in May 2021 which was 
increased to a minimum charge 
of 10p and extended to all retail-
ers, taking billions of bags out of 
circulation.
Last year the UK Government con-
sulted on banning other types of 
single use plastic and they report-
ed that over 95% of those who re-
sponded to the consultation were 
in favour of the bans.
So, in October 2023 a new ban 
on other singe use plastics is set 
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Over the Hill Over the Hill 
With Chris Hubbard

83 The Esplanade, Weymouth DT4 7AA    01305 782353

• Plastering, Tiling • Painting and Decorating • Walls
• Paving and Fencing • Block Paving 

• CRB Checked • Fully Insured and Reliable
• Free Quotes • No job too small

Call Trevor on 01305 871618 or 07796 458843

Home and 
Garden 

Maintenance

The French –the last success-
ful invaders of this country, but 
that was way before our time so 
we won’t hold a grudge – have a 
saying ‘Plus ça change, plus c’est 
la même chose.’ Fluent French 
speakers such as you and I know 
this means ‘The more things 
change, the more they stay the 
same,’ which sounds even more 
profound after a glass or two of 
a good Burgundy red wine. 
But I digress. Senior Citizens, with 
their vast experience, have many 
examples to demonstrate the 
truth of this statement. Young-
sters, that’s anyone who is not a 
Senior Citizen, believe that every-
thing that happens nowadays is 
brand new, unique and cannot 
possibly be understood by anyone 
older than them. We must correct 
this notion and point out that not 
only have we seen everything, 
we’ve done most of it as well, long 
before the youngsters were even 
born. 
For instance, bullying is not a 
new problem. It happened to us 
at school regularly. Especially if, 
like me, you were not the largest 
in class nor the fastest runner. My 
school friend Peter and I fell foul of 
the local bigger lads. We dealt with 
the threat of physical violence by 
sticking together and swinging 
our heavy satchels at our oppres-
sors, rather like Roman gladia-
tors fighting wild animals in the 
Colosseum. They even mockingly 
called us by different names. In 
my case Fred, and in Peter’s case, 
Pod. But we reacted as if it was the 
most natural thing in the world 
to respond to a name that wasn’t 
yours. In fact, I was known as Fred 
for over a decade, and when the 
mother of classmate asked him if 
there was a Chris Hubbard in his 
class he replied no, but he knew a 
Fred Hubbard. 
And what about this ‘new’ idea of 
a ‘gap year’ involving ‘foreign’ trav-
el. Admittedly in the 1950s it was 
a gap fortnight, three weeks tops, 
and foreign was anywhere more 
than 100 miles from home. But we 
did it all without a safety net. Now-
adays youngsters can ring Mum 
and Dad from the depths of the 
Peruvian jungle for help, advice, 
or a transfer of funds. Back in our 
day, once we left the Welsh val-
leys, phoning home was nigh on 
impossible. We had to find a work-

ing red telephone phone box and 
have a considerable quantity of 
small change available. We could 
then ring the wealthy family two 
doors down from our parents and 
ask if they would be kind enough 
to bring them to the phone, or at 
least pass on a message. No, once 
you journeyed fifty miles away 
from home you might as well 
been on the moon. You were most 
definitely on your own. 
Nowadays, foreign travel is under-
taken by public transport. Back 
in our day it was hitchhiking. You 
stood on the side of the road and 
waved a hopeful thumb in the air. 
Your next lift might take you five 
miles or fifty. My In-house adviser 
– when she wasn’t yet In-house 
so was merely my adviser - and 
I travelled west through Wales 
and on into Ireland, hitchhiking 
from youth hostel to youth hos-
tel throughout the length and 
breadth of that marvellous coun-
try. What we hadn’t bargained 
for was the shortage of vehicles 
on Irish roads in those days. This 
lack of cars was compensated for 
by the warmth and hospitality of 
their drivers. 
Late in the day, with a drizzle set-
ting in, on the side of a quiet road 
surrounded by fields – I recall the 
donkey which put its head over 
the fence to see who these strang-
ers were - we still had a long way 
to go to our hostel in Killarney. We 
were beginning to despair when a 
lone car passed and seemingly ig-
nored our desperate thumbs. Then 
it screeched to a halt, reversed and 
the driver asked where we were 
going. He said he was stopping in 
the next village to meet his moth-
er, but if she wasn’t in the pub, he 
would take us on the 25 miles to 
Killarney. Saying our goodbyes to 
the donkey we climbed aboard, 
silently praying that Mum would 
not appear. He took us into the 
pub and bought us a drink while 
we waited. Thirty minutes later we 
were on our way to Killarney and 
were dropped outside the door of 
the hostel. 
On another ‘foreign’ trip Pod and I 
hitchhiked the 500 miles from Car-
diff to Braemar in the highlands of 
Scotland for a walking tour. After 
a fortnight we set off for home, 
with only enough money left for 
one meal en route. No credit cards 
in those days. At two in the morn-

ing we had reached halfway home 
and were dropped at a transport 
café where we ate our one and 
only meal of the two days. It was a 
choice between another sausage 
or a mug of tea, but the lady be-
hind the counter took pity on us 
and let us have the tea for noth-
ing. We then walked four miles 
to reach the main route to South 
Wales and waited under street-
lights so we could see and be 
seen, just after some traffic lights. 
Forty minutes went by without a 
single vehicle passing in any di-
rection, though for some strange 
reason the traffic lights still went 
through their colourful operating 
sequence. Then a rather large car 

pulled up at the lights going our 
way. More in hope than expecta-
tion we leapt to our feet, smiled, 
and waved our tired thumbs – and 
he stopped. The driver said he was 
going to Gloucester, 150 miles 
away, and would welcome some 
conversation to keep him awake. 
I crept into the back seat and fell 
asleep, leaving Pod to talk through 
the remaining night. Over 60 years 
later he still reminds me of his self-
sacrifice. So it’s true; nothing re-
ally changes. There are still unkind 
bullies, foreign travel, and lovely, 
generous people. Thankfully more 
of the latter than the former.
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By Grahame Howard

Manning’s Electrical Services
Re-wires, partial re-wires, faultfi nding, Fuse board changes.

Internal and external lighting.

And all other aspects of Domestic Electrical Installations.
Test and Inspection.

No call out charge and no job too small
Call now for a free estimate call Tom:

Tel: 01305 820946   Mobile: 07977181463

Mobile Phones and stuff
Have you ever noticed how many 
people are glued to their mobile 
phone just lately? I was in a hos-
pital waiting room a few days 
ago, and out of, perhaps forty 
people there, at least, thirty of 
them were on their phones. It’s 
the same on a bus, a train, doc-
tors surgery, dentist’s, super-
market and even walking down 
the street. I’ve observed young 
mothers checking their phones 
as they take their children to 
school, often, oblivious to what 
their child is doing. It’s almost 
like an addiction.
Before mobile phones, I very rarely 
used a telephone box to make a 
call, in fact, unless it was urgent, 
it never entered my head. Now, it 
appears that people are speaking 
on their phones most of the time. 
For some people, it is part of the 
whole of their day and they even 
shop and cook while speaking on 
their phone. I’m not saying this is 
wrong but, could this be distract-
ing them from what they should 
be doing? Even in church these 
days, bibles have been swapped 
for reading the Word that has been 
downloaded on to their phone. 
Then if something comes through, 
they begin checking this out and 
are distracted. Are they waiting for 
God to text them?
Mind you the CO and I are no dif-
ferent. If we have a row, it is quite 
common for us to text each other 
instead of talking, even if we are sit-
ting in the same room. I started this 
off because, I can so easily put my 
foot into things, saying the wrong 
thing. Therefore, instead of suffer-
ing the wrath of the CO or, worse 
still, ‘the look,’ I act on the side of 
caution. And so, a text can be quite 
convenient. The downside to this is 
an unsavoury word from her or she 
completely ignores the text. That 
is so infuriating. At times like this, I 
say to her, ‘Are you going to answer 
my text?’ I do get ‘the look’ then.
When mobiles first began being 
popular, the CO would never leave 
it switched on. I have lost count of 
the times that I have either texted 
or rung her and heard the voice 
mail. When I confronted her about 

this, she told me that she didn’t 
want to waste the power. That used 
to be so frustrating when I needed 
her urgently. Now though, she uses 
her phone all the time and the only 
time I can’t contact her, is when she 
has put it in her bag and she can’t 
hear it ring, or we are in Dorches-
ter. Has anyone else noticed that 
mobiles don’t appear to work well 
in the County Town. I’ve often wan-
dered off to look in a shop while 
the CO is buying cards from The 
Card Shop. She seems to spend 
hours in there, so being bored, I go 
off on my own. When I text or ring 
her to find out where she is, I can’t 
seem to get through. It’s a bit of a 
nuisance really.
Talking about bathroom repairs, 
which we were not but I thought 
you would want to know, I worked 
my skill on sealing around the 
shower. Now if you are good at do-
ing things like this, that is great; me, 
not so great. The Co had told me to 
re-seal the parts that had wasted 
away. I purchased the cartridge 
and the cartridge gun and set to 
work telling the Co that it would 
only take ten minutes or so. An 
hour later, my hands were covered 
in white sticky rubber and no mat-
ter what I did, I couldn’t wash it off, 
it just made it worse. Also the shelf 
I had re-sealed, around the shower, 
instead of being smooth, was more 
like mini icebergs all over. Yes, I had 
put too much on, and yes, I had 
not given it time to dry before I 
had tried to smooth it down but, 
please give me a break. I hadn’t 
done it before. Now, I was left with 
this iceberg finish and I heard the 
Co coming in. She didn’t notice the 
rough surface but was more fo-
cused on my hands which looked 
like I had been icing a cake. ‘Why 
didn’t you use gloves?’ That was all 
she said and then went back into 
the garden. Do you know what? It 
took me ages to get this stuff off 
my hands. Finally after about 30 
minutes, I had scraped it off and I 
began to finish off the sealing. Alas, 
it was too late and now we’re stuck 
with this arctic surface but, at least 
it’s sealed. And, the CO admitted 
that it looked better than it was if 
you don’t look at it too closely.
I don’t think I’ll be taking this work 
up as job, I know when I’m beat. 
Anyway, back to mobile phones. 
Can you remember when they 
were as big as a house brick. If they 
were still on the market and had 
texting facilities, I would love to 
watch our young people negoti-
ating these. They would probably 
have worked it out though. Their 
ability to text fast is amazing. It 
takes me ages to do it and then the 
flipping predictive text makes me 

look an idiot if I don’t check it. The 
Co say that’s nothing new though, I 
am an idiot, charming. 
Christmas is just around the corner. 
I saw mince pies on sale in a super-
market last week (Early September 
writing). Therefore, it really is get-
ting close. Perhaps you should plan 

now what lights you are going to 
put on your home and order the 
tree. You don’t want to miss out.
See you soon

Grahame
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to come into force. The ban will 
include single-use plastic plates, 
trays, bowls, cutlery, balloon 
sticks, and certain types of poly-
styrene cups and food containers. 
The ban on these items will in-
clude online and over-the-counter 
sales and supply, from new and 
existing stock.
It will mean that businesses can 
no longer supply, sell, or offer 
these types of single-use plastics 
to customers. Businesses will need 
to use alternative options instead. 
The UK Government announced 
the ban in January this year, giv-
ing businesses time to prepare for 
the change.

Upcoming Mayoral 
engagements 

Some of the diary of engage-
ments are as follows: 
Sunday 24th September, 7pm 
Event: Angling Society Trophy 
Presentation for Annual Fishing 
Festivals, Weymouth Angling So-
ciety.
 
Thursday 28th September, 6.45pm 
Event: Induction Licensing and 
Installation of Reverend Juliet Ste-
phenson, Holy Trinity Church. 
Deputy Mayor, Cllr Alex Fuhrmann 

Sunday 24th September, 10.30am 
Event: The Nothe Fort Dog Show, 
Paws 4 Fort, Nothe Fort

If you would like to invite the 
Mayor to your event, please email 
mayor@weymouthtowncouncil.
gov.uk
To find out what the Mayor has 
been up to visit her Facebook 
page at
https://www.facebook.com/Wey-
mouthWTC/

Dementia Cafe 
Weymouth

Support, understanding and 
social interaction are things we 
can all benefit from and you can 
get all three at our group. 
Our dementia café provides a 
warm, friendly and relaxed envi-
ronment offering support and con-
nection for people with dementia 
and anyone who lives with them 
or helps to care for them. Included 
in our café sessions are fun activi-
ties loosely based on a theme, an 
opportunity to reminisce over im-
ages shown on screen, and always 
asing-a-long. Held on the first 

Friday of every month from 2pm-
4pm at Weymouth Bay Methodist 
Church, Melcombe Avenue. There 
is a small charge of £2.00 per per-
son with refreshments included; 
no pre-booking is required. Please 
see adjoining page for futures 
dates. If this is something for you 
then please join us.
The next dates for our drop in cafe 
for people with dementia and 
their carers
Friday 1st September, 6th October 
and 3rd November, 2.00pm until 
4.00pm, £2 per person.
If you need any more info please 
ring Esme on 01305812637

The Friends of 
Weymouth Library 

The Friends of Weymouth Li-
brary (FOWL) speaker on Satur-
day 14th October will be John 
Stockley, who talks about his 
upbringing in Weymouth as the 
child of an African-American GI 
and English mother. 
He will describe his search for his 
American relatives, which was 
filmed for television. John’s remi-
niscences are always heartfelt and 
entertaining.
The talk begins at 10.30am all are 
welcome. Refreshments will be 
provided.
Tickets are available at the Li-
brary, £2 for members and £3 for 
non-members; telephone 01305 
762410.

Concert
Moonlight Swing Band at Wey-
mouth Bay Methodist Church 
on 7th October at 7.30pm. 
Tickets £10 in advance from Pete 
01305812637 or on door £12.

Hospital Charity 
launches new multi-
million appeal
Dorset County Hospital Charity 
is launching its new £2.5 million 
Emergency and Critical Care Ap-
peal at the 2023 Dorset County 
Show. 
The Charity’s three-year appeal is 
funding major enhancements to 
the new Emergency Department 
and Critical Care Unit shortly to 
commence construction at Dorset 
County Hospital. The Appeal will 
fund extra facilities for the new 
Critical Care Unit such as relatives’ 
overnight accommodation and 
a patient garden as well as rest 

accommodation and welfare fa-
cilities for clinical staff. Additional 
facilities will also be funded for the 
new Emergency Department. The 
Appeal will also fund artistically 
designed elements in both new 
units to help create a sympathetic 
and healing environment for the 
benefit of all.
Dorset County Hospital’s Emer-
gency Department and Critical 
Care Units require additional ca-
pacity to meet current and future 
demand. To meet this demand, 
a new Emergency Department 
and Critical Care Unit will be built 
which will significantly increase 
capacity and transform the expe-
rience of the patients who will be 
treated in these units. Funding has 
been prioritised by the govern-
ment’s New Hospital Programme 
for the construction of this major 
development.
This project is the largest capi-
tal investment at the Dorchester 
hospital since it opened on the 
current site in 1998. The develop-
ment will enable the hospital to 
create custom built, state-of-the-
art facilities in both the Emergen-
cy and Critical Care departments 
which will be of lasting benefit to 
the population served by Dorset 
County Hospital. 
Dr Steve Meek, Consultant Emer-
gency Physician in the DCH Emer-
gency Department said,
“Last year our Emergency teams 
looked after over 50,000 patients – 
the facility was originally built for 
less than half that number – just 
22,000.
‘We know that attending the 
Emergency Department as a pa-
tient can be a stressful experience 
and a cramped layout and crowd-
ed waiting areas can create more 
anxiety. In the new plan both the 

capacity and layout of the depart-
ment will be greatly improved.’
Dr David Quick, Consultant in An-
aesthetics and Critical Care Medi-
cine said,
‘The new Critical Care Unit will 
provide a facility that is purpose 
built to enhance the care for pa-
tients, to provide families with 
support and access to their loved 
ones and provide an environment 
for the staff to work to their full 
potential.’
Dorset County Show Chair, Nicki 
Ralph has selected Dorset County 
Hospital Charity’s Emergency and 
Critical Care Appeal as their Char-
ity of the Year. This provided the 
perfect opportunity for the Char-
ity to launch the new appeal and 
promote this important project to 
visitors to this year’s show. 
Dorset County Show organiser 
James Cox said,
‘The experiences of our Chair 
Nicki and her husband have high-
lighted the fact none of us know 
when we may need critical care. To 
have state-of-the-art resources on 
hand at our local hospital makes 
us incredibly fortunate. We’re de-
lighted to fundraise for this fantas-
tic cause.’
Simon Pearson, DCH Head of 
Charity said,
‘This is our biggest ever fundrais-
ing appeal, which will significantly 
enhance patient care and staff 
welfare. To make this appeal suc-
cessful we need the support of 
the local community. There will be 
many opportunities for individu-
als, community groups and local 
businesses to support the appeal 
over the next three years and we 
invite anyone interested in finding 
out more to contact us directly.’
To find out more about support-

Dave Underwood, Chair of Dorset County Hospital Charity (left) with Jo 
Howarth, Dorset County Hospital Interim Chief Nursing Officer and Direc-
tor of Infection Prevention & Control and Dr David Quick, Consultant in 
Anaesthetics and Critical Care Medicine (right). Taken at the Dorset County 
Show Charity Night 30th August 2023.
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ing the DCH Emergency and Criti-
cal Care Appeal please visit www.
dchcharity.org.uk or email char-
ity@dchft.nhs.uk.

Radipole and Southill 
Horticultural Society

Thank you to all who contribut-
ed to the success of our Summer 
Show in August. The society will 
be holding its next meeting at 
the Southill Community Centre 
on Tuesday 10th October start-
ing at 7.30pm. 
Qualified floral designer Den-
ise Jones will be demonstrating 
the production of floral designs 
around the theme of harvest feast. 
Come along and see Denise dem-
onstrate her skills and maybe you 
will be inspired to have a go your-
self. The event is open to members 
and non-members and further 
information can be obtained on 
01305 788939.

Greenhill Gardens 
Thank you! The Friends of 
Greenhill Gardens held their 
last Summer event on the Band-
stand in Greenhill Gardens in 
September. 
Huge support and attendance has 
been to the fore from Locals and 
Visitors again this year.
So a Big thank you for your sup-
port. 
Friends of Greenhill Gardens CIO 
Events a Registered Charity
http://www.greenhill-gardens.
co.uk

The Amazing 
Christmas Cracker 
Quiz!!
The FOGG Christmas Quiz Night 
on 1 December at the Pres-
ton Village Hall SOLD OUT last 
month.
A big thank you to all 90 who have 
supported this event.
For the lucky ticket holders -- 
please come dressed for the Fes-
tive Season!!
The Friends of Greenhill Gardens
www.greenhill-gardens.co.uk

Perform your own Mini 
Panto on stage or on 
Zoom!
Enjoy a fun Mini Panto with your 
Family or Group.
No rehearsals, no line learning, no 
costumes, 15 minutes duration, 
5/7 people.
Eight to chose from only £20.

Check out the website for details 
and ordering is easy.
“Brilliant and Hilarious” -- BUPA 
Care Homes.
E: iaincampbellgo@yahoo.co.uk
T: 01305 768446
www.minipantos.com

Charity Angels UK 
Dorchester Fashion 
Show
Tickets are now on sale for the 
Charity Angels UK Dorchester 
Fashion Show on Thursday 12 
October in Dorset Museum. All 
the women modelling in The 
Show have personal experience 
of breast cancer and all pro-
ceeds from ticket sales will go 
to Against Breast Cancer which 
supports research into second-
ary breast cancer.
Tickets cost £25 and include a 
sparkling wine and canape recep-
tion, entertainment, a commemo-
rative programme and a display of 
wonderful outfits from local retail-
ers.
Tickets can be purchased through 
Just Giving https://tinyurl.com/
Charity-Angels-UK-Dorchester Or 
go to the Facebook page, Char-
ity Angels UK Dorchester Fashion 
Show, to link to the Just Giving 
site. 
Every year over 55,000 women 
and approximately 400 men are 
diagnosed with breast cancer in 
the UK. Survival rates have im-
proved hugely in the last 30 years; 
however, around 8,000 women 
will lose their lives to what is still a 
scary and cruel disease.
Few, if any of us do not know 
someone who has been touched 
by breast cancer. Women and 
families talk of their shock, the 
devastating side effects that can 
occur – hair loss, weight gain, low 
level infections. Part of their recov-
ery is rediscovering themselves 
and learning to live with this new 
‘normal’. The Charity Angels UK 
Dorchester Fashion Show aims to 
help with this important rediscov-
ery.
We are delighted that RiskSTOP 
Group Ltd and CG Fry & Son Build-
ers have joined us as key sponsors.
For more information contact us 
via our Facebook page Charity An-
gels UK Dorchester Fashion Show 
or email: jane@charityangels.
co.uk

Background - Charity Angels
A group of women came together 
over 25 years ago as the fundrais-
ing committee for Breast Cancer 
Care’s flagship fundraiser – The 
Show. Held annually at a prestig-

ious London hotel, with entertain-
ment, celebrity guests and an auc-
tion, the committee helped raise 
in excess of £5m for the charity. 
Breast Cancer Care merged with 
Breast Cancer Now in 2019 and 
the committee was no longer re-
quired. In response, Charity An-
gels UK was born. Since its incep-
tion, Charity Angels UK has raised 
over £70,000 for Against Breast 
Cancer, its chosen charity. Charity 
Angels UK fundraisers are from 
all parts of England and each one 
looks at fundraising possibilities 
in their area. Dorchester has been 
chosen as an ideal location for The 
Show in 2023.

Radipole Park 
Development Update

Part of the plans to transform 
Radipole Park and Gardens will 
focus on improving the biodi-
versity of the area to help the 
flora and fauna to develop. This 
will help create stronger habi-
tats for a range of wildlife in the 
park over the coming years. 
An essential element of this work 
is to remove up to sixteen exist-
ing trees along the boundary of 
the park that joins with the rail-
way, this includes seven very large 
poplar trees that have outgrown 

their original planting location. 
Their roots are now coming up 
through the tarmac at the tennis 
courts and paths. They are also 
now overhanging the railway sid-
ing with the strong risk that fallen 
branches may damage the rail in-
frastructure.
The poplars have grown too close 
to other trees like the Cypress 
trees, which make a major contri-
bution to the Edwardian character 
of the park. Removal of the pop-
lars will enable these Cypress trees 
to reach their full potential and 
will generally add to the ongoing 
habitat development.
We wanted to make the commu-
nity aware that this will be hap-
pening and explain that it is part 
of the plan to aid the biodiversity 
and habitat development in the 
park over the coming years.
During this autumn and next au-
tumn, the Council will be planting 
over 100 small native trees which 
will thicken up and expand on ex-
isting areas and in years to come 
this will provide an ever-improv-
ing habitat for the wildlife that 
live in and visit the park. When it 
is time to plant the trees, we will 
be advertising for volunteers to 
come and help and play a part in 
developing the park, so look out 

Continued on page 14

Radipole Park Gardens
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Tel: 01305 783228
Mobile: 07786734531

R Phelps
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Services and Repairs
Landlord’s Gas Safety Certifi cates

Installation of Unvented Domestic Hot 
Water Systems

BPEC Trained for Solar Heating Installations
Energy Effi ciency Trained

Power Flushes
Plus all other aspects of plumbing

GROUNDWORKS & LANDSCAPING
(ALL SIZES AVAILABLE)

• DIGGER & DUMPER HIRE WITH OPERATORS
• GARDEN CLEARANCES • TURFING • FENCING • PATIOS 

• DRAINAGE • CONCRETE BASES • FOOTINGS • DRIVEWAYS

FULLY
INSURED

Please phone or email for a FREE no obligation quote

ROSS - 07971 171420  - DEAN - 07486 350654 

email - cwplant@outlook.com

PERRYFIELDS BODYWORKS
• Vehicle Body Repairs
• Spraying Service
• Accident Repair 
  Specialists

• Grit Blasting

• Hot Zinc Spraying

• Powder Coating

• Industrial Spraying

• Self Drive Diggers and Dumpers

PERRYFIELDS LTD

&&
Easton Lane, Portland 

01305 820447

www.perryfi eldsltd.com

for further details on the Council’s 
social media channels and check 
the Friends of Radipole Park web-
site nearer the time.
The Council’s Greenspaces Team 
will also be continuing to add 
more wildflower areas in the 
amenity grassland and the Friends 
of Radipole Park & Gardens will be 

building a sensory garden which 
will help to support pollinators 
and wildlife and also have volun-
teering opportunities. If it is pos-
sible we also plan to retain some 
of the wood from the trees to turn 
into benches and sculptures so it 
remains in the park.

The New Hardy Players 
present ‘Stronghold of 
Happiness’
A dramatised reading of a Play 
within a Play. A new version of 
the play, tells the story of a war-
time couple and a secret, devas-
tating experience on the home 
front in Dorset during WWII.
A new adaptation of Devina 
Symes’ novel, which she has 
adapted into a play, is set in 
wartime Dorset, and is set to be 
staged at The Corn Exchange, 
Dorchester on 30th September.
It tells the enduring love story 
of local couple, Peter and Ella 
Samways, who each experience 
life-changing conflict – Ella on 
the home front and Peter on the 
battlefront, as well as facing the 
consequences of Ella’s trauma. Re-
united, their story deals with the 
aftermath of crisis as they make 
sense of their changed lives.
The play and the novel (published 
by Tim Saunders Publications) 
tackle strong themes of abuse 
that make them unsuitable for 
a younger audience. It begins in 

2005 when the older Peter and Ella 
are invited to watch a rehearsal of 
their story, which the local drama 
group had chosen to perform.
‘I wanted to tell a story that turned 
the tables on the usual narrative 
about war and look at the un-
speakable traumas and conflicts 
sometimes experienced by vul-
nerable women left at home,’ says 
Devina Symes from Lower Came, 
Dorchester. 
Harry Cockerill and Tilda Sansom 
will play the young couple. Barry 
and Chrissie White will play the 
contemporary couple.
Devina’s novel will be available on 
the night and is also available in 
bookshops and online. The per-
formance is being sponsored by 
Purple Business and Personal Ac-
countants, Poundbury, Dorches-
ter.
Performance at 7.30pm on 30th 
September at the Corn Exchange, 
High East Street, Dorchester DT1 
1HF. Tickets £10 from WeGotTick-
ets.com. Or on the door, subject to 
availability, 1940s dress optional!
All proceeds from the perfor-
mance will go to West Dorset 
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Architectural Drawings prepared for:
Loft Conversions / Extensions / Alterations

Domestic / Commercial

Contact: Tel/Fax: 01305 821310 
Mobile 0781 8847665

59 Reforne, Portland, Dorset. DT5 2AW
Email: stevenjonesplandesign@btinternet.com

BA Honours in Architecture

New work - Repairs - Refurbishment - Carpentry - Tiling - Painting 
Decorating - Kitchen and Bathroom Fitting - Building Work

Laminate Floors etc
30 years experience - FREE quotations. Please call

Mark Stanton    01305 815609    07969 919837

5 St Davids Road, WEYMOUTH, DT4 9LR
Tel: (01305) 775307 or 07790 224308

TONY THORPETONY THORPETONY THORPE
Painter and Decorator

Interiors and Exteriors
Decorating

No Job too Small!

Toms decorating 
Interior & exterior  
Painting & paper hanging
Small plastering and tiling jobs undertaken too
07789791075

Tel: (01305) 821897  Mob: 07816 584020
Web: www.dorsettreeworx.co.uk      Email: dorsettreeworx@live.co.uk

TREEWORX

DORSET

All aspects of tree and hedge work undertaken 
for domestic and commercial

Friendly and professional qualifi ed team. Contact & Hire Us!

01305 826841 / 01305 820993 
Pebble Lane, Chiswell, Portland

PORTLAND JOINERY LTD 
Carpentry & JoineryCarpentry & Joinery

(R J & S Wilson)

www.portlandjoinery.co.uk          E-mail: portlandjoineryltd@hotmail.co.uk

07435 803505
best-pest-control.co.uk

KENNY BEST
Technician

Fully qualifi ed & insured

Women’s Refuge Welfare Commit-
tee.
For more information, contact 
Devina Symes on 01305 265143 or 
eric.symes@btinternet.com

Introducing Weymouth 
Trails 

The brand-new Weymouth 
Trails website showcases sever-
al walks for people who live and 
visit Weymouth. This is a col-
laboration between Weymouth 
Town Council, Dorset Wildlife 
Trust, and the RSPB, with many 
of the walks easily accessed 
from the park and ride site. 
The Council’s mission is to inspire 
residents and visitors to explore 

the town by fully immersing 
themselves in the natural beauty 
of Weymouth whilst improving 
their health and wellbeing either 
by walking or cycling. And which-
ever trail you explore, keep your 
eyes peeled for rare birds, sculp-
tures, and iconic landmarks like 
the town’s Jubilee Clock! 
Weymouth Trails currently out-
lines nine walks: Nothe Gardens 
Seaside Saunter, Willow Walk, 
Round Ramble, RSPB Lodmoor, 
RSPB Radipole, Dorset Wildlife 
Trust Lorton Meadows Ramble, 
Heritage Walk, Rodwell Trail and 
Sandsfoot Gardens, and Lodmoor 
Country Park. 
They are catered to all abilities 
taking in the amazing viewpoints 
around Weymouth and offering a 

sanctuary to escape the rigors of 
daily life and rediscover the won-
ders of the town. And you can use 
the website to navigate your way 
through the trails using the pho-
tographic and text directions, and 
scan QR codes dotted about the 
RSPB routes for hidden extras to 
enhance the experience. 
Initially the idea for the walking 
trails came from Weymouth Town 

The New Hardy Players present ‘Stronghold of Happiness’
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Local news

Head Head 
StyleStyle

Opening Times
• Monday Closed
• Tuesday 9.00 - 5.00                 
• Wednesday 9.00 - 5.00
• Thursday 9.00 - 6.00
• Friday 9.00 - 6.00      
• Saturday 8.30 - 1.30

�
Chalbury Corner, 

Preston, Weymouth

Telephone 01305 834647

Our groups now open with image therapy

Sue
Karen - 07484 647558

Portland Methodist Church Hall
Monday 5.30 &  7.00pm. Tuesday 9.00 & 10.30am.

Wyke Working Men’s Club 
Tuesday 4.00, 5.30 & 7.00pm.

Debbie - 07986 709671
Preston - Monday 5.45pm. 

Littlemoor - Tuesday 5.45 & 7.15pm.

Teresa - 07854 402259
Upwey and Broadway - Tuesday 9.30 & 11.30am.

Sue - 07557 127878
Portland Social Club

Thursday 5.30pm

Lanehouse - Saturday 8.30 & 10.00am.

Call now for more information 

Continued from page 15

Council’s Climate and Ecological 
Emergency working group, which 
Cllr David Northam is part of. Cllr 
Northam, a keen walker who has 
enjoyed the walks year-round, 
said: “Weymouth has so much 
to offer, not just in the summer 
around the beach and harbour-
side, but all over the town, all year 
round. These first nine trails have 
been put together by people and 
groups who know Weymouth. 
‘They will take you to places you 
perhaps didn’t know, or to your fa-
vourite places but by new routes. 
So, enjoy the natural beauty, wild-
life, historic sites, and buildings of 
Weymouth along the way. Walk-
ing has many health benefits, and 
I also find it much easier to talk 
with others while out walking.’ 
The Council partnered with Dorset 
Wildlife Trust and the RSPB to help 
bring the trails to life. David Mor-
phew from the RSPB said: “This is a 
fantastic resource for Weymouth. 
We know a lot of people come to 
Weymouth especially to see the 
very special wildlife that makes 
a home in the town’s nature re-
serves. 
‘One of the joys of volunteering 
for the RSPB is being able to show 
visitors the best places to see the 

star species, such as marsh harri-
ers and bearded tits. These trails 
will take them through the heart 
of the nature reserves and point 
out what to look for along the 
route.’ 
Nature Reserves Technical Man-
ager, Rob Brunt, from Dorset 
Wildlife Trust, added: “We are de-
lighted that Lorton Meadows is 
featured on the new Weymouth 
Trails website – it’s a great way for 
people to get out into open green 
spaces and explore the wilder side 
of Weymouth. 
‘The Lorton Meadows nature re-
serve offers a haven of peaceful 
green meadows, hedgerows and 
woodland with an abundance 
of wildlife right in the middle of 
town.’ 

National NHS Charity 
Legacy Campaign 

This month Dorset County Hos-
pital Charity marks the launch 
of the NHS Charities Together 
‘forever thank you’ legacy cam-
paign.
The NHS Charities Together legacy 
campaign launched on 14 August 
and is running until the middle of 

October 2023 across social me-
dia, TV, and radio. Dorset County 
Hospital Charity is one of the 
230 member charities across the 
country taking part, all dedicated 
to helping the NHS. The Campaign 
encourages people to consider 
leaving a gift in their will to their 
local NHS Charity.
Individual Giving Manager Jodi 
Hibbard said, ‘Dorset County 
Hospital is extremely grateful for 
every legacy left to the hospital, 
whether large or small. Legacies 
have the power to have an impact 
far into the future and directly 
benefit our patients and their fam-
ilies in ways which matter to them. 
Gifts in Wills helped us to build a 
dedicated Cancer Outpatient Unit 
at Dorset County Hospital and are 
now supporting the redevelop-
ment of our hospital’s Renal Unit. 
Other legacies have enabled us 
to buy medical equipment for our 
Respiratory Department and gifts 
in Wills continue to support other 
vital areas across the hospital.’
Jodi added, “We understand that 
family and loved ones will always 
take priority and we are extremely 
grateful for every legacy left to us. 
Whether large or small, a gift in 
your Will can make a real differ-
ence to the work that we are able 
to fund.
‘By leaving a gift in your Will to 
Dorset County Hospital Charity 
you can choose to help provide fa-
cilities to make patient stays more 
comfortable, provide new medi-
cal equipment or to support the 
wellbeing of NHS staff. Your gift 
will be a lasting legacy which has 
the power to make a difference to 
a significant number of patients 

and their families.’ 
Simon Pearson, Head of Charity at 
Dorset County Hospital said: 
‘We are delighted to be part of 
the NHS Charities Together legacy 
campaign to help raise aware-
ness of the importance of gifts left 
in Wills. Dorset County Hospital 
Charity will ensure your gift is di-
rected in line with your wishes. If, 
like us, you want to support the fu-
ture of care at your local hospital, 
please consider leaving a legacy 
to Dorset County Hospital Charity 
by writing your ‘forever thank you’ 
in your Will.’
Please visit www.dchcharity.org.
uk/gifts-in-wills to find out more 
about leaving a gift in your Will 
to Dorset County Hospital Char-
ity and using our Free Will Service. 
Alternatively please call Head of 
Charity, Simon Pearson, in confi-
dence on 01305 253470 or email 
simon.pearson@dchft.nhs.uk si-
mon.pearson@dchft.nhs.uk

Archaeological 
investigations to begin 
at North Quay
As part of the council’s recent 
planning permission to demol-
ish the former Weymouth and 
Portland Borough Council of-
fices at North Quay, Weymouth, 
preparations for an archaeolog-
ical excavation will begin on 11 
September.
The excavation will take place at 
the rear of the building, giving ex-
perts a chance to uncover more of 
Weymouth’s fascinating harbour-
side history. In line with planning 
conditions, the rear car park will 
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Cherise Luke-Bennett Cordelia English

remain closed for the duration of 
the work. Following site prepara-
tion, the excavation is due to take 
up to 13 weeks to complete.
Dorset Council was granted plan-
ning permission to demolish the 
former council offices by the plan-

ning committee in July. The first 
step in this process is to carry out 
an archaeological investigation on 
the site ahead of any further work.
North Quay is one of three key 
sites in Weymouth earmarked for 
a share of a £19.5m investment 

boost following the council’s suc-
cessful bid to the government’s 
Levelling Up Fund last year. It is 
hoped the funding will kickstart 
economic growth in the town 
by investing in and regenerating 
Weymouth’s Waterfront Economy.

The council has appointed Dorset 
based archaeological experts Con-
text One Heritage & Archaeology, 
to excavate North Quay car park, 
the same company which carried 

Wood Stoves, Log Burners, 
Multi Fuel Installers 

and suppliers to 
Wyke Regis, Preston, 

Sutton Poyntz, Osmington 
and surrounding areas.

Log Burners Dorset

Call Richard on 07791 431797
email admin@weymouth-portland-dorchester.co.uk

• Fully Insured • HETAS Trained Installer
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Organisations
Accordion Club 
Every Tuesday 7.30pm. St Ann’s 
Schoolroom, Radipole Lane, Wey-
mouth. £3.00 includes tea/coffee and 
biscuits.For more information please 
email or call Graham. gacrow1907@
googlemail.com. 07733367065.
 
Aquafit  
Exercise in the water with a smile. 
Tuesday & Thursday mornings at Os-
prey Leisure Centre. All abilities wel-
come. Margaret on 01305832944 or 
07977191547.
 
Beachview Community Centre, 
Beachview Close, Wyke Regis, DT4 9JA.
My Place Dorset run a lunch club, every 
Friday from 12.00. Please call Michelle 
Wilson to pre book on 07920 428039.

Blind & Partially Sighted  
Wednesdays 1.30pm - 4.00pm 
Weymouth Community Safety Centre, 
Radipole Lane. Bingo/Excursions - Jen-
ny Clift . 01305 787065.

Breathe Well Weymouth 
A support group for people with lung 
problems. Meet 2nd Wednesday of 
the month. 2.30pm - 4.30pm at The 
New Fire and Community Centre, 
Radipole Lane, Weymouth. Mike on 
07792846463 or 01305 814600.

Community Angels 
Volunteer Support- Do you need 
neighbourly help or could you volun-
teer to help someone? Please ‘phone 
01305 834866 for more information.

The Cygnet Group
Third Saturday in the month, St 
Paul’s Church Hall, Abbotsbury Road, 
10.00am-12 noon. For more details Eve 
Hanney 01305 787220 or Joan Savage 
01305 820668.

C’Siders - Cancer Support Group
Regular meetings, activities and 
events for anyone affected by cancer.  
Find out more at csiders.org, search 
csiderswp on Facebook, email info@
csiders.org or ring on 07430 695462.

Dorchester and Weymouth 
Branch of Epilepsy Action
Coffee and Chat Meetings, Jacksons’ 
Gallery in Fortunswell, Portland every 
second Thursday 10.30 - 11.30am. 
Suttons’ Coffee Shop, St Albans St, 
Weymouth. On the 4th Thursday each 
month

Dorset Kidney Fund
Support for Renal Patients through-
out Dorset and South Somerset. For 
help and information please call Di-
ana Crowder on 01305 834954 or Sue 
Bithell on 01305 269293.

Friends of Lodmoor Country Park 
Aim to protect, maintain and improve 
the Park for all to enjoy. We have tree 
trails, gym equipment, a children’s 
playground all free and we hold events 
such as Sparkle in the Park, table top 
sales and Pic-a-Book-Nic. Contact 
01305 770772 

Friends of Weymouth Library
Supports and promotes our Library. 
Knit & natter on the first Tuesday 
of each month from 10.30 and all 
are welcome. Membership is £6 pa 
but non members welcome. 01305 
832613/750557 or fowl8521@gmail.
com www.fowl2017.wixsite.com/fowl

Hardy Quilters 
Patchwork and sewing group. 4th Fri-
day of the month from 9.30am - 1pm 
- all abilities welcome. Osmington Vil-
lage Hall, Shortlake Lane, Osmington 
DT3 6EY. Chantal on 01305 835757.

Island Voices Community Choir
Tuesdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm (in term-
time. Peter Trim Hall, St George’s Cen-
tre, Reforne, Portland. The first session 
is free and then £6 per week. Contact 
Anne for information linkusup9@
gmail.com or 01305776328.

Ladies Keep Fit
Exercise to music classes for the ma-
ture mover. We have a few vacancies 
at the Southill Community centre 
on Thursday mornings 9.45am till 
10.45am. Please contact Linda 889119. 
Try the first class free.

Ladies Social Badminton
Players needed for ladies badminton 
group. Friendly group, social games, 
not league. Meet Tuesdays at Redlands 
Sports Hub. Details Rosemary 01305 
832456

Lip Reading and Communica-
tion Skills
Mondays in school term time, 2pm 
- 3.30pm at the Frank Reynolds Com-
munity Centre, Dorchester Road, Wey-
mouth, DT3 5BY (Broadwey). Email: 
elizabeth.ian.messer@gmail.com

Littlemoor Library
Tues 9.30am - 1.00pm; 
2.00pm - 5.00pm. 
Wednesday 2.00pm-5.00pm.
Thursday 2.00pm - 6.30pm. 
Fri 2.00pm - 5.00pm. 
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm
The library holds the following:
Writing Group every Monday at 
10.00am.
Library Gets Lively Every Tuesday 11.15 
- 12.00 noon.
Reading Group on the second Wednes-
day in the month 10.30am - 11.30am.

Mulberry Bush Pre-school
At St Andrew’s School. Children. 2 
years 9 months to school age. Contact 
jjones@standrews.dsat.org.uk

Osmington Archery Club
We meet one afternoon a week in 
the Village Hall throughout the year. 
Sometimes in better weather in the 
summer we shoot on private ground 
at Milborne St Andrew. Please phone 
01305 833460 for further details.

Osmington Art Group
We meet each Thursday afternoon in 
term time at Osmington Village Hall 
from 2.00pm till 4.00pm. Bring your 
own art, whatever it is, and draw, 
paint, collage, in a relaxed atmosphere 
and pause for tea and cake or biscuits 
(and a natter), at half time. Phone 
Sheila 01305833150 or email sheilaed-
monds@hotmail.com.

Osmington Leisure 
Table Tennis is held on Wednesday 
evenings (7.30pm - 9.30pm). 

Osmington Lunch Club 
The club is now meeting on the third 
Friday of the month. A two course 
meal is available with a glass of wine 
for only £7. Guests arrive at Osming-
ton Village Hall at 12.15 for lunch to be 
served at 12.30. To book a place phone 
Fran on 832430 or 07817825527.

Osmington Village Hall 
07387 118300 osmingtonhallbook-
ings@gmail.com. www.osmingtonvil-
lagehall.co.uk.  

Parish of Wyke Regis, All Saints 
with St Edmunds 
Rector: Post vacant until Autumn.
All Saints, Portland Road, 01305 78464
info@parishofwykeregis.org.uk
www.parishofwykeregis.org.uk
Every Friday at All Saints: 10.30am Holy 
Communion followed by coffee.
Sundays at All Saints: Possible 8.00am 
Said Holy Communion
9.30am Sung Holy Communion. First 
Sunday in month – Café Church.
St Edmund’s, Lane House Rocks Road.
Alternate weeks, Holy Communion or 
Service of the Word. 11am
Mother and Toddlers at St Edmund’s: 
1pm – 3pm
Please check our block of parish activi-
ties elsewhere in magazine.

Pilates classes with Clair Myers
Every Thursday morning St Andrews 
Church Rooms, Preston  9.00 and 12:30 
for beginners and advanced, men and 
women. cmpilates@live.co.uk

Preston Pre-school 
Where learning is fun, in a free flowing 
environment indoors and outdoors. 
Children from 2 years. Funded places 
available.

Monday – Friday 8.45am to 2.45pm 
For more information, phone 
07826515321, e-mail prestonpre-
school@hotmail.co.uk or simply come 
and visit us during our opening times.

Preston Table Tennis Club 
Wednesdays 7.00pm and 9.00pm, 
Westfield School, Littlemoor Road. 
Contact Dave Clegg on 835108.

Preston Pantomime Group
Meets every Wednesday, 7.30pm at 
Preston Village Hall. New members 
welcome from age 14 upwards. Con-
tact Julie on 832620.

Portland Gig Rowing Club
Meet Osprey Quay for various rowing 
sessions during the week and week-
ends and are open to all from 11yrs 
and over. For more information, www.
portlandgigrowingclub.co.uk

Repair Cafe Weymouth
Volunteers repair broken items in re-
turn for a donation. Events are on the 
second Saturday of the month from 
10.30am - 12.30pm, except July and 
August., The Top Club, Louviers Road, 
Littlemoor DT3 6AY with free car park-
ing. www.repaircafeweymouth.org or 
‘Repair Cafe Weymouth’ on Facebook. 
E:repaircafeweymouth@gmail.com.

Scottish Country Dancing
Thursday 7.00pm September - May. 
New dancers welcome anytime. 
Southill Community Centre, Radipole 
Lane, Weymouth. DT4 9SF. Details from 
Judy on 833660 .

South Dorset Caledonian Soci-
ety 
Ceilidh Dance Practice on Monday eve-
nings, 7.45pm - 9.30pm at Willowbed 
Hall, Chickerell. £2.50 per session, inc 
tea/coffee. www.southdorsetcaledo-
nians.org, e-mail: sdcssec@gmail.com

South Dorset Radio Society
We meet on the second Friday of the 
month, Weymouth West Scout Hall, 
Granby Close, DT4 0SR from 7.30. 
www.HamRadioSouthDorset.com,  
E: stuartvanstone@btinternet.com

South Dorset Group of the Som-
erset and Dorset Family History 
Society
St Aldhelms Church Centre Spa Road 
on the 3rd Friday of the month tea or 
coffee at 3pm starting at 3.00pm. Con-
tact no is John on 01305 776008. 

South Dorset Woodcarving Club 
South Dorset Woodcarving Club
Tuesdays, 7 - 9pm - Upwey Old School 
Hall, Church Lane, Upwey, DT3 5EQ
Contact - Dave: 01305 812064 or Andy: 
07739 020839. Find us on Facebook. 
email: southdorsetwoodcarving-
club8@gmail.com
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Somerset & Dorset Railway 
Trust – Dorchester Area Group
Details from 01305 262121, or email: 
heather.foster1@btinternet.com

SSAFA 
Pilgrim House, 1 Hope Street, Wey-
mouth, DT4 8TU. (By appointment 
only). Urgent enquiries:  01202 742934. 
Office Number - answerphone:  077 
26127 532.

The Light Spiritualist Church 
Preston Village Hall, Preston Road, 
Weymouth. DT3 6BH.  Sunday Services 
5.30pm for 6.00pm.  Tel 07483 811516.
www.spiritualistchurchweymouth.
com

The Menzies Art Group
We meet in the Menzies Room at the 
rear of the Upwey and Broadway Me-
morial Hall, Victoria Ave, DT3 5NG on 
a Thursday morning from 9.30 -12.30.
(starting from 6 July) We currently 
have a few spaces available for enthu-
siastic painters! For more information 
please contact Carol on 01305 787769.

Watercolour Art Classes
Thursdays, 1-3, Broadway and 
Upwey Memorial Hall. Starting 
September 7th. Beginners very 
welcome and those wanting more 
input on techniques to improve 
their work. Call Jan 07746 871134 
for more info.

Weldmar Hospicecare Trust 
Shops
Wyke Regis:- 82 Portland Road, Tel 
788369. Open Mon - Sat 9am - 5pm.
Weymouth :-71 St Thomas Street. Tel: 
783523.Open Mon - Sat 9am - 5pm. 
Sun 10am-4pm.
59, Great George Street.Open Mon - 
Sat 9am - 5pm. Tel 787825.
10 Hardwick Street. Tel: 777774.
Mon - Sat 9.00am - 5.00pm
Weymouth Outlet
Unit 11/12 Oxford Court, Granby 
Ind Estate, Weymouth DT4 9GH. Tel: 
770760. Mon - Sat 9.00am - 5.00pm.

Weymouth & Portland Branch, 
Fleet Air Arm Association
Meet 1st Friday of each month at the 
Wyke Smugglers, Portland Road, DT4 
9AB. Full Membership open to serving 
or veteran members of the Fleet Air 
Arm. Associate membership to those 
with an association with the Fleet Air 
Arm. Please contact Jeff Cook, Branch 
Chairman, on 07733333274, or email 
jeff.cook@faaa.org.uk

Weymouth and Portland Quak-
ers
Meet first and Third Sunday of each 
month 10.30am at the Fire Station, 
Radipole Lane, Weymouth. Tea and 
Coffee after. Doors are locked after 
10.45am. Tel: 01305 788452.

Weymouth and Portland Sub-
Aqua Club (BSAC)
Weymouth Angling Club, Commercial 
Road, Weymouth, Thursday evnings 
8pm. Contact Ian Joseph  07802658848 
or chairman. wpsac@gmail.com

Weymouth Ind Evangelical 
Church
WI Hall, Gallwey Road, Wyke Regis, 
Services 11.00am and 6.30pm. All are 
welcome.

Weymouth Carers Group
Meetings 11am to 1pm on the third 
Tuesday of the month, Bethany Hall, 
Westham Road, next to Wilko. For 
more information 07766 529297 and 
leave a message with your contact 
details.

Weymouth Choral Society
St Aldhelm’s Church Centre, Spa Road, 
Monday 7.30 to 9.30pm during term 
time. You can join at any time of the 
year. www.weymouthchoralsociety.
org info@weymouthchoralsociety.org.
uk or Melodie on 07929 519973.pmam

Weymouth Drama Club
A local drama club for adults and young 
people, meeting on various nights 
during the week.. For information on 
how to join, please contact the secre-
tary, Jacqui Trent on 07709601567 or 
curtainraisers7@gmail.com
www.weymouthdramaclub.com

Weymouth East Scout & Guide 
Groups
Beavers - Friday 5.30 - 6.30
Cubs - Wednesday 6.30 - 8.00
Scouts - Friday 7.00 - 9.00
Explorers - Thursday 7.00 - 9.00
Brownies - Thursday 5.00 - 6.15
weymoutheastscouts@gmail.com

Weymouth South Scout Group
Scout Hut – Ryland’s Lane
General = weymouthsouthgroup@
gmail.com 
Waiting List = weymouthsouthwait-
inglist@outlook.com 
Monday - Squirrels aged 4 to 6; 5.30 to 
6.30 pm. 
Scouts - aged 10½ to 14; 7.00 to 9.00 
pm. 
Tuesday - Cubs aged 8 to 10½ ; 6.00 to 
7.30 pm. 
Explorers  aged 14 to 17; 7.45 to 9.30 
pm. 
Wednesday - Scouts aged 10½ to 14; 
7.00 to 9.00 pm. 
Thursday - Cubs aged 8 to 10½;  6.00 
to 7.30 pm. 
Friday - Beavers aged 6 to 8;  6.00 to 
7.15 pm. 

Weymouth and District Model 
Engineering Society
Tuesday evenings from 7pm and Sat-
urday from 10am at Budmouth Col-

lege, Chickerell Road. Talks on Tuesday 
during Winter months.www.wey-
mouth-dmes.co.uk. Andy, Secretary 
01305 459677 or andy@hsme.co.uk

Weymouth Floral Design Group
New Venue  Now Meeting  at the Holy 
Trinity School, Cross Road, Weymouth.  
Doors open 7.15pm for 7.30pm start. 
Meetings held usually  3rd  Thursday of 
the month (except August no meeting 
& Dec meeting on the 2nd Thursday).

Weymouth Movie Makers  
Meet from September to May on al-
ternate Wednesdays at 7.30pm at the 
Centenary Club 21 Jubilee Close, Wey-
mouth www.weymouthmoviemakers.
weebly.com E: weymouthmoviemak-
ers@gmail.com Chairman Anne Vin-
cent Tel: 01305 780140.

Whist & Military Whist Drive
Moonfleet Bowls Club, Knightsdale 
Road. Tuesday, start 2.00pm.
Further details  on 784056.

Whist Drive
Mission Hall, Sutton Poyntz. Every 
Monday at 7.30pm

Wyke Regis Horticultural Society
Trading Post Openings. Sat 9.30am to 
12.30pm; Wed 2.00pm to 4.00pm
Annual Membership £10 may be taken 
out at our shop during opening times. 
www.wrhs.org.uk

Wyke Regis Community Asso-
ciation
Email: wrca@btconnect.com
www.WykeRegisCommunityAssocia-
tion.co.uk or follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/WykeRegisCom-
munityAssociation/

Wyke Regis Community and 
Sports Association
Monday - C’Siders - Cancer Support 
Group Table Tennis from 2pm to 4pm.
Tuesday - Weenies - A group for Tod-
dlers and their parents/carers from 
9.30am to 11am.
Tuesday  - U3A Table Tennis from 2pm 
to 4pm.
Tuesday  - Prize Bingo from 7pm to 
9pm.
Wednesdays - NHS Leg Club from 
9.30am to 11.30am.
Thursday  - NHS Leg Club from 9.30am 
to 11.30am.
Friday - NHS Leg Club from 08.45 to 
11.30am
Sunday - Wargames - all ages- mid-day 
to 5pm.

Wyke Regis Library
Mon - 10am - 1pm; 2pm - 6.30pm
Wed - 10am - 1pm; 2pm -5.30pm
Friday - 10.am-1pm
Saturday - 10am - 1pm

Wyke Regis Pre-School 
Shrubbery Lane, Wyke Regis. Tel 
789222. Monday - Friday 9.00am - 
3.00pm. Term time only. 2 years 9 
months until school age. 

Wyke Regis Medical Practice
Portland Road, Wyke Regis – 782226
Surgery hours – Monday - Friday – 
8.30am - 1pm and 2pm - 6.30pm.

Wyke Regis Nursery
Shrubbery Lane.  A safe, secure, re-
laxed and friendly environment, offer-
ing high quality provision (led by qual-
ified teachers).  Nursery housed within 
Wyke Regis Infant School.  Monday 
– Friday 8.45am – 3.15pm.  Term time 
only.  From 3 years. For more informa-
tion tel: 01305 782470 or email us at 
infoffice@wykeregisfed.dorset.sch.uk

Wyke Regis Society
www.wykeregissociety.org.uk
Meetings second Tuesday two-month-
ly, 7pm at Working Men’s Club, Port-
land Road. Contact 01305 761993 or 
georgina.s.skipper@gmail.com

Wyke Ukedelics
Non-profit group of musicians who 
gig to keep our members and equip-
ment from wear and tear, available for 
functionss. Dave 07980 32221 or Clare 
07837 307932.

Wyke Regis WI
General meetings are at 7pm on the 
second Thursday of the month at the 
WI Hall, Gallwey Road, DT49AJ. The 
various interest groups meet at regular 
times during the month, details on our 
website. For more information contact 
us: 07719312901. Email: secretary@
wykeregiswi.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/wykeregiswi
www.wykeregiswi.org.uk

Yoga
Sutton Poyntz. Small groups at our 
home studio on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday mornings. Also Chair Yoga 
(a standing and seated practice) at the 
Mission Hall on Wednesday mornings. 
Contact Isabelle on 07970 772963 and 
Lea on 07973 268836.

Yoga JAX
Thursday mornings 10.30 - 11.30 Hope 
Redemer Church, Trinity Street, off 
Hope Square, Weymouth. Basic Vinya-
sa yoga, gentle, restoring, traditional. 
Phone 07543 627944.

To advertise in the 
Register Magazine 

please email:
info@registermagazine.co.uk
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ABBOTT & REES FUNERAL DIRECTORS
247 Abbotsbury Road, Weymouth, Dorset, DT4 0LY    

Tel: 01305 766711   Email: info@abbottandrees.co.uk   www.abbottandrees.co.uk

At times of bereavement families fi nd themselves having to 
make unfamiliar decisions and arrangements.
Stephen Rees and the staff at Abbott & Rees Funeral 
Directors provide an effi cient, dignifi ed and 
sympathetic service to assist you through 
this diffi cult time. 
We are here to help you!

TRADITIONAL 
CREMATION
FROM £3088

DIRECT 
CREMATION 
FROM £1,819

Local news Continued from page  17

Continued on page 23

out preliminary archaeological 
investigations at North Quay in 
2021 and at Weymouth Bowl in St 
Nicholas Street in 2022.
Cllr Andrew Parry, Dorset Council’s 
Portfolio Holder for Assets and 
Property, said:
“The explorations that Context 
One and the local volunteers un-
covered at North Quay in 2021, 

and across the Harbour at the MFA 
Weymouth Bowl site in 2022, were 
beyond anything we thought 
might be unearthed.
‘Having the chance to peer be-
neath the tarmac once again, to a 
Weymouth hundreds of years old 
is a very exciting prospect. There 
is such a rich and unique history 
right under our feet that never 
fails to amaze.’
To allow for the excavations to take 
place safely, the car park spaces to 
the rear of the North Quay build-
ing will close from Monday 11 
September. A small number of car 
park spaces will continue to be in 
use, to the west and east of the 
building, until Monday 2 October. 
The entire car park at North Quay 
(the rear car park and the two 
smaller side car parks) will then be 
closed until all ground work and 
demolition is complete.
The car park is expected to reopen 
in Spring 2024, after the former 
council office building has been 
demolished with additional, tem-

porary spaces on the footprint of 
the old council office building.

Town Bridge repairs to 
resume

The second planned phase of 
repair work on Weymouth Town 
Bridge starts in late September 
2023.
In 2022, Dorset Council carried 
out repairs to welds on the surface 
of one half of the bridge, and this 
autumn the other half will receive 
the same repairs.
The welds attach the steel deck 
plates under the road surface to 
the bridge beams. Once inspect-
ed, defective welds will be milled 
out and re-welded. This will pre-
vent water seeping through the 
deck to the beams which would 
otherwise cause damage and af-
fect the operation of the bridge.
The work is due to start on Monday 
25th September and is scheduled 
to finish on Thursday 30th Novem-
ber 2023. Tents will be erected 
over the work area to ensure it can 
continue in poor weather.

At the end of the work, the deck 
will be blasted clean and then re-
surfaced.
During the works, the bridge will 
be closed to vehicles 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week, and a signed 
diversion will be in place. Access 
will be kept for pedestrians on one 
side of the bridge throughout the 
works.
To assist HGVs making local de-
liveries, a one-way system will be 
in place overnight from 6pm to 
9am. Delivery vehicles will be di-
rected south into the town along 
St Thomas Street and north out of 
town along St Mary Street.
Councillor Ray Bryan, Portfolio 
Holder for Highways, Travel and 
Environment, said: “The bridge 
has over 2,700 welds attaching 
the steel deck plates to the bridge 
beams, and last year, the team re-
placed 267 on the one half. Once 
they have surveyed the welds on 
the second half, they will carry out 
repairs to protect this vital lifting 
bridge for many more years to 
come.
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• Annual Gas Boiler Servicing

• Central Heating Repairs

• Boiler Maintenance and Repairs

• Power Flushes

• Landlord Checks

• Gas Safety Inspections

• General Plumbing

      www.mahoneyheating.com
Email: russell.mahoney@btconnect.com

Based in Preston
No: 20135

Mahoney Mahoney 
Plumbing Plumbing 
& Heating& Heating

01305 834685   07836 266368 01305 834685   07836 266368 

Contact us or see our website for details

Established 1987
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The Ridgeway Churches team.office@gmail.com or 01305 837147.

Weekday Services at St Nicholas Church, Broadwey
Tuesdays 8.45am  The Angelus and Meditation Broadwey. 
 9.00am  Morning Prayer Broadwey
 10.00am Holy Communion (BCP Upwey 
Wednesdays 8.45am The Angelus and Meditation Broadwey 
 9.00am Morning Prayer with Communion Broadwey 
Thursdays 8.45am The Angelus and Meditation Broadwey 
 9.00am Morning Prayer Broadwey
 10.00am The Holy Eucharist Broadwey
 10.45am Coffee Morning Broadwey
Fridays 8.45am The Angelus with Meditation Broadwey
 9.00am Morning Prayer with communion Broadwey 
Saturdays 8.45am The Angelus and Meditation Broadwey 
 9.00am Morning Prayer Broadwey

† Holy Trinity, Bincombe;  † St Nicholas, Broadwey;  † St Nicholas, 
Buckland Ripers; † St Francis, Littlemoor;  † St Osmund, 

Osmington;  
† St Andrew, Preston;  † St Laurence, Upwey.

Serving Bincombe, Broadwey, Buckland Ripers, Littlemoor, Nottington, 
Osmington, Overcombe, Preston, Poxwell, Ringstead, Sutton Poyntz, & 

Upwey

Worship and information is available at  
www.weymouthridgeway.org.uk

The Weymouth Ridgeway Team offers a wide range of services 
and a warm welcome to all.

Normal Sunday worship in church
8.00am St Osmund, Osmington (1st/3rd)
8.30am Holy Trinity, Bincombe
9.15am St Andrew, Preston 
 St Andrew’s Church Rooms (1st)
9.30am St Nicholas. Broadwey
10.15am St Francis, Littlemoor
10.30am St Osmond, Osmington (2nd/4th/5th)
11.00am St Laurence, Upwey
4.00pm St Nicholas, Buckland Ripers
6.00pm  St Francis, Littlemoor (2nd) Prayer Meeting
6.30pm  St Francis, Littlemoor (4th) Celtic Prayer

Weekday Worship
7.30pm  Tues   Candlelight Service   St Andrew
12.45pm  Wed   Prayer Meeting            St Francis
8.00am  Thur   Morning Prayer           St Francis

S¶ACES to grow in faith
Tue 10.00am Ridgeway Bible Study Group [fortnightly] Preston 
(01305) 834604
Who’s Who
Team Rector
Rev’d James Menzies - The Vicarage, 2 Primula Close, Littlemoor, Wey-
mouth. DT3 6SL (01305) 835921 revjamesmenzies@outlook.com  
(day of rest Monday)
 
Team Vicar
Rev’d Philip Elliott
(Holy Trinity, Bincombe; St Laurence, Upwey; St Nicholas, Broadwey;  
St Nicholas, Buckland Ripers)
The Vicarage, 526 Littlemoor Rd, Weymouth. DT3 5PA (01305) 459971
weymouth.west.ridgeway.vicar@gmail.com (day of rest Monday)
 
Team Administrator
Shirley Mitchell, The Team Office, 4 Church Rd, Preston, Weymouth.  
DT3 6BU (01305) 837147
weymouth.ridgeway.team.office@gmail.com
 
Community Angels
A volunteer service offering companionship, errands, home visits, lifts 
to appointments, activities, shopping etc
(01305) 834866 standrewsangels@hotmail.co.uk
Hall Hire
St Andrew’s Church Rooms, Preston, 
Shirley Mitchell (01305) 837147 sachurchrooms4@gmail.com
St Francis’ Community Room, Littlemoor
Anne Field (01305) 832532 anne_field@talk21.com
Mission Hall, Sutton Poyntz
Maureen Morris (01305) 835533.
Preston Village Hall
Julie Witt, Booking Secretary, Preston Village Hall, Weymouth, Dorset
prestonvillagehallweymouth.co.uk. 07742 636511.

New Weymouth Ridgeway Team Ministry Newsletter 
If you would like to receive news and information about what is hap-
pening in our churches please contact me on:  weymouth.ridgeway.

All Saints & St Edmunds Churches
Parish of Wyke Regis
All Saints and St Edmund’s 
Churches

We are delighted to be welcom-
ing our new rector, Reverend 
John MacKenzie, to the parish in 
October.
His Induction, Installation and 
Institution will be conducted by 
the Bishop of Salisbury, The Rt 
Rev’d Stephen Lake, on Tuesday 
17th October at 7pm in All Saints 
Church. All are welcome to attend 
the service and afterwards at the 
finger buffet reception.
Rev’d John’s first Parish Holy Com-
munion Service will be at St Ed-
mund’s church on 15th October 
(Time to be confirmed)  followed 
by a Harvest themed bring and 
share lunch. All are warmly wel-
come.

All Saints Church, Portland Road, 
Wyke Regis is now open normally 
from 9.30 until 5.30pm for visitors 
and private prayer. Please call in; 
you are most welcome.

Sundays
First Sunday of the month 9.30am 
Café Church, with refreshments 
beforehand.
All other Sundays 9.30am Sung 
Holy Communion, followed by re-
freshments
Fridays 10.30am Said Holy Com-
munion, followed by refreshments 

Saturdays
Third Saturday of the month Cof-
fee Morning. All are welcome to 
join us for coffee, tea, cakes, books, 
Fairtrade stall and, of course, chat.

Livestream
Our 9.30am Sunday services are 
also live streamed. An order of ser-
vice is published each week so you 
can join in with the hymns and 
prayers. You can connect via any 
of the following links.

Youtube – youtube.com/user/
WykeRegisChurch/live
Facebook – facebook.com/
groups/allsaintswyke
Parish website – parishofwykere-
gis.og.uk/live 
Our weekly Pew Sheet is also pub-
lished on the website with up-to-
date news and the readings for 
the service.

St Edmund’s Church, Lane 
House Rocks Road is open for
Sundays
Every fortnight 11.00am Sung 
Holy Communion alternating with 
Service of the Word.
Thursdays
First Thursday of the month dur-
ing term time, 1.00pm Toddlers 
Praise
All other Thursdays during term 
time, 1.00pm Little Saints Baby 
and Toddlers Group. Please bring 
along your children, grandchil-
dren or Godchildren and meet up 
with others. All welcome.

In addition to the livestream ser-
vice the parish also runs a live lo-
cal news programme at 6.00pm 
on Saturdays and a quiz at 7.30pm 
the same evening. These can be 
accessed using the livestream 
links above.
If you want to get in touch with 
us we can be contacted on 01305 
784649 or email info@parishof-
wykeregis.org.uk

Regular parish activities
Book Group – 3rd October 
Tuesday, All Saints at 2.00pm The 
next two books are The Birdcage 
by Eve Chase and The Hare with 
the Amber Eyes by Edmund de 
Waal.

Monday Walking Group 
Meet at Bincleaves Green at 
10.00am

Fellowship Group 
Meeting 2.00pm 



23 www.registermagazine.co.uk

Local news

Quality care in Weymouth you can trust
When a family is thinking about care for a loved one, they want the 
best - they want to know that the care home they choose will put 
their loved one’s safety, happiness and wellbeing first.
Anning House is managed by award-winning provider Care UK - one of 
the UK’s most highly successful care home operators* with over 40 years’ 
experience of delivering high quality care to older people.
Living at Anning House is all about quality of life. Every colleague in the 
home is passionate about enabling residents to enjoy a fulfilling lifestyle, 
tailored around their unique needs and preferences. The lifestyle team 
organises a huge variety of group and one-to-one activities, with plenty 
going on each day. 
With the extra support that our care home offers, new residents are often 
surprised at what they can do, whether that’s being able to continue with 
an activity they’ve enjoyed in the past, or even discovering new hobbies 
with our daily activities.
The purpose-built home is designed for enjoying a luxury lifestyle, with en-
suite rooms and facilities including a cinema, cafe, hair and beauty salon, 
and comfortable lounges and dining rooms. The home also boasts stun-
ning gardens with wheelchair friendly pathways – the perfect place to 
spend some time when the weather allows. 
Whether your loved one enjoys a quiet cup of tea in bed before starting the 
day, loves going for strolls in the landscaped grounds, or enjoys a chat over 
a glass of wine, the team at Anning House will spend time to enable them 
to continue living life the way they want to.
Anning House care home, Cross Road, Weymouth DT4 9QX
01305 510 196 careuk.com/anning-house
*As rated by the Care Quality Commission in England and the Care Inspector-
ate in Scotland.

Continued from page 20

Craft Group 
Thursdays at All Saints, fortnightly

Singing for Fun
Monthly at All Saints
 
Friday Choir Practice
All Saints 5.45pm

Art Groups
Leader Janet Hall. 01305 839737
Two groups which meet twice a 
month to work informally with 
paint and other media. No expe-
rience necessary. Check for space 
before coming.

Coming Events at All Saints 
Church
Quiz Night 
Wyke Regis Memorial Hall

Sat 7th October 7.00pm 
Doors open 6.30pm. Entry fee £5 
(includes £2 of raffle tickets) pay-
able on the door. Bring your own 
refreshments. Team (max 6) and 
individual entrants welcome. Con-
tact Jeff Thomas on 07710 096174 
to reserve.

All Saints Church Coffee Morn-
ing 
Sat 21st October 10.00am to mid-
day 
All are welcome to join us for cof-
fee, tea, cakes, books, Fairtrade 
stall, music and, of course, chat.

Parnham Voices Concert 
All Saints Church
Sat 28th October 7.00pm
The excellent Parnham Voices 

choir, who entertained us so 
memorably on St George’s Day 
last year, return to All Saints with 
another entertaining programme 
of choral music for mixed voices.

Concert starts at 7.00pm. Tick-
ets £10 (including glass of wine 
or soft drink) available online at 
parishofwykeregis.org.uk/events, 
or contact Jeff Thomas on 07710 
096174 to reserve.  

Film Night
Spirited Away
Wyke Regis Memorial Hall
Fri 10th November 7.00pm 
2001 Japanese animated fan-
tasy film written and directed by 
Hayao Miyazaki. During her fam-
ily’s move to the suburbs, a sullen 

10-year old girl wanders into a 
world ruled by gods, witches, and 
spirits. PG. Japanese with English 
subtitles.
Admission £5.50, includes a glass 
of wine or soft drink. Contact 
Jeff Thomas on 07710 096174 to 
reserve a seat (also available on-
line at parishofwykeregis.org.uk/
events). 

Events at St Edmund’s Church
Christmas Table Top Sales
Saturday 11th November and Sat-
urday 9th December. 2-4pm in St 
Edmund’s Church Hall. 
Tea, cakes and a warm welcome. 
Raffles, prizes. (£5 in advance to 
hire a table.
Call Julie on 07979 375263)

Cllr Bryan continued: ‘It’s a com-
plex process, protecting the his-
toric bridge while maintaining 
it for modern day traffic, but one 
that our skilled team carry out 
carefully and efficiently. I thank 
everyone for their patience as this 
work is completed.’
Watch the milling machine in ac-
tion (please prepare for noise in 
the video)
Arrangements for mariners
The Town Bridge will continue to 
operate for harbour users, with 
scheduled lifts Monday to Friday 
at 8am and 6pm, and a single leaf 
lift at midday. Mariners are asked 
to book bridge lifts by 4pm the 
day before with Weymouth Har-
bour office (contact on 01305 

838423 or on VHF Channel 12). It 
is intended that weekend bridge 
lifts will return to the normal rou-
tine, but there may be a require-
ment to work on Saturdays, so 
mariners are advised to check 
ahead of the weekend.

Regal invite for 
businesses at Portland 
Port
Regal Princess, operated by 
Princess Cruises, called in at 
Portland Port for 12 hours at the 
start of a 12-day cruise around 
the British Isles, having sailed 
from Southampton. Represent-
atives of businesses based at 

Portland Port were invited by 
the port to take a look onboard 
the 330m-long vessel, which has 
capacity for 3,560 passengers 
and 1,346 crew and is under the 
command of Captain Paolo Ar-
rigo. 
The port employs 53 staff, with a 
further 220 people employed by 
commercial port occupiers, in-
cluding dry and liquid bulk cargo 
businesses. A total of 57 cruise 
calls have been booked in for 
this year at the port, with 130,000 
passengers being welcomed and 
generating around £10 million an-
nually for the local economy. The 
vessel called in on Sunday, 13 Au-
gust.
Representatives from a range of 

businesses at Portland Port were 
given a tour of the Regal Princess 
when the passenger cruise liner 
called in as part of a 12-day cruise 
around the British Isles. Regal Prin-
cess is a 330m-long vessel, which 
has capacity for 3,560 passengers 
and 1,346 crew and is under the 
command of Captain Paolo Arrigo. 
A total of 57 cruise calls have been 
booked in for this year at the port, 
with 130,000 passengers being 
welcomed and generating around 
£10 million annually for the local 
economy. The port employs 53 
staff, with a further 220 people 
employed by commercial port oc-
cupiers. 

With ever increasing Transatlantic links on TV, it is inevita-
ble that we hear more Americanisms.  Unfortunately those 
of us of advancing years find some phrases very trying.  For 
example, “make eggs for breakfast”.  We can make scrambled 
or fried or boiled eggs, but surely making an egg is the duty 
of the hen?  I wonder how many people say they are making 
lasagne when they mean they are opening a packet to micro-
wave it.
Then I hear “it’s not that big of a deal” instead of “it’s not that big 
a deal”.  This goes hand in hand with “quite the big deal” instead 
of “quite a big deal”.  Perhaps “the” instead of “a” makes it sound 
more important.
One thing I really don’t like, as it seems rude to me, is saying to 
a coffee shop barista (or assistant as we used to call them) “Can I 
get a coffee?”  Is this a way of avoiding saying “please can I have 
a cup of coffee”?  (Or “may I” as we were taught in school).  If you 
can’t get a coffee in a coffee shop, there is no hope for civilisa-
tion.  I would love the response to be “No, you can’t, but if you ask 
nicely I will get you one.”  Let’s stick to the basic British “Coffee, 
please”, nowadays followed by a long list of required type, size, 
sort of milk to be used ... 

GS

How do you say that?How do you say that?
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Phoenix Dental Care, 86 Portland Road, Weymouth, DT4 9AB

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS (PRIVATE AND PLAN)

• Plumbing 

• Heating

• Boilers

• Radiators

• Boiler servicing

• Gas safety inspections

• Bathrooms

01305 772774

Heating Ltd

ABOUT SHOWROOM SHINE:
I am a Mobile Car Valet & Detailer
I use high quality Autoglym products
I am competitively priced
I cover Dorset
Please contact me for details of my service

AUTOGLYM TRAINED
I use 100% Ultra Plush sheepskin washmits with a two bucket, 
grit guard method for a Showroom Shine every time.


