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Preston and Sutton 
Poyntz Councillor 
News
We are very pleased that the 
works to resurface the roads be-
tween Coombe Valley Road and 
Seven Acres Road has been car-
ried out. There are some teeth-
ing issues on parts of the road 
which we are dealing with and 
we have liaised with highways 
staff on this matter. These works 
overall are a big improvement 
for the area and most residents 
we have spoken to agree. 
We are now pushing for action on 
the pavements in this area and 
for re-surfacing works on Sutton 
Road, Cedar Drive, Willow Cres-
cent and others. Since 2019 over a 
third of Prestons’ roads have been 
resurfaced and we will continue to 
push for improvements. 
I am also pleased that after three 
years of lobbying Bodkin Lane 
has had some flood prevention 
works put in which residents are 
pleased with especially with the 
over development taking place 
on Kingsbere Road. We have also 
been dealing with parking issues 

relating to this site with highways 
going out to speak with those 
causing the issue. 
I would like to commend my town 
council colleagues from Preston 
and Sutton Poyntz for opposing 
the proposals contained within 
them which would allocate a large 
section of Preston and neighbour-
ing areas for housing. I encourage 
all residents to fill in the survey 
and view the plan on the Wey-
mouth town council website un-
der Neighbourhood plan.
I would like to wish all Preston 
and Sutton Poyntz residents a 
very Merry Christmas from all 
of us in the Preston and Sutton 
Poyntz Councillor team. Please 
feel free to get in touch anytime 
over the Christmas season on 
07809905412 or cllrlouie.oleary@
dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

Sutton Poyntz WI
We welcomed Cordelia English 
from Nantes Solicitors to our 
November meeting. She gave 
us a very informative talk about 
Wills and Power of Attorney, 
taking questions as we went 

along. The talk generated a lot 
of questions and we all discov-
ered things we didn’t previously 
know.!
After tea and biscuits I gave a re-
port of our trip to The DFWI AGM 
at Poole Lighthouse. Four of us at-
tended and we had a very enjoy-
able day. After singing ‘Jerusalem’ 
we were welcomed by the Mayor 
of Poole and introduced to Ann 
Jones who is the NFWI chairman. 
She gave us a very interesting 
talk about her history in the WI, 
which started when she was only 
in her early 20s. She told us how 
supportive the older members 
were especially when she started 
a family. They loved babysitting 
and helping her out as she is also 
a busy farmer’s wife in Wales. She 
also talked about the loss of Den-
man College and how they are pi-
loting a new scheme to hire local 
hotels to hold courses for mem-
bers.
After lunch we were very enter-
tained by The Reverend Kate Bot-
tley, she had everyone in hyster-
ics. She told us how she got into 
TV and Radio by accident because 
of a video of her and a theatrical 
bride and groom dancing. And 
how she started going to church 
initially because she fancied the 
Vicar’s son! She now only works 
as a locum Vicar because she’s so 
busy. The meeting ending with 
the National Anthem.
After my report we got on to fu-
ture events. We are having a Craft 
Workshop in early December 
where we will be making Christ-
mas table decorations. They will 
be loaned by the members for the 
Christmas Party which is the next 
day and then taken home for their 
own Christmas table.
Our birthday meal has been 
booked for February 2024 at 
Weymouth Golf Club. The meet-
ing then came to a close with the 
raffle, competition winners an-
nounced and birthday cards dis-
tributed.

Val Dawe - Treasurer

Royal Crescent & 
Preston Road Practice

Weymouth Research Hub
Are you interested in health re-
search? The Weymouth Research 
Hub, at the linden Unit is inviting 
local people to come forward and 
take part in vital, lifesaving clinical 
trials. Your time and expenses are 
reimbursed (rates vary by study)
Health research is important – last 
year in the UK more than 1 mil-
lion people took part in research. 
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Issue 392 December 2023 Volunteers helped turn the tide 
against Covid-19 by taking part in 
vaccine trials. 
If you would like to volunteer 
to help save lives and improve 
healthcare for others call 01305 
362025 or email weymouthre-
searchhub@dchft.nhs.uk

Enhanced Access – What is this?
At a recent Patient Participation 
meeting we realised patients were 
not aware of Enhanced Access ap-
pointments – these are appoint-
ments offered outside of normal 
surgery hours and may be at an-
other GP surgery.
The NHS strategy is to get general 
practices working more closely 
together. There are now appoint-
ments (GP, nurse, and other clini-
cians) offered by the Weymouth 
Locality. This means you could be 
offered a sooner appointment at 
another GP surgery with appoint-
ments available on a Saturday 
morning.

Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 28th November
Closed 1.00pm - 2.00pm
Wednesday 13th December 
Closed 1.00pm - 2.00pm
Monday 25th December
Closed 
Tuesday 26th December
Closed
Monday 1st January
Closed

Practice Merger
We are continuing to progress to-
wards the planned merger of our 
practice with Dorchester Road 
practice, under one contract, in 
April 2024.  Our website has a list 
of frequently asked questions 
you may find useful which we will 
continue to update as the merger 
draws closer.

Shingles Vaccine
The shingles vaccine helps protect 
against shingles. It’s recommend-
ed for people at higher risk from 
shingles, including all adults turn-
ing 65, those aged 70 to 79 and 
those aged 50 and over with a se-
verely weakened immune system.
Shingles can occur at any age, but 
the risk and severity of shingles 
and its complications increase 
with age and is higher in individu-
als who have a severely weakened 
immune system.
Shingles cannot be caught from 
other people. Instead, it develops 
in people who have previously 
been infected with chickenpox. At 
least nine in ten adults are already 
infected with the virus that causes 
Shingles, having had chickenpox 
as children, and around one in 
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Recon straight lifts from £1195

four people will go on to develop 
Shingles in their lifetime – the risk 
of this increases with age.
Some cases can result in serious 
symptoms such as blindness, 
hearing loss, nerve pain and po-
tentially death, however the vac-
cine can significantly reduce the 
risk of people developing shingles 
and experiencing nasty symp-
toms.
Eligible patients will receive an in-
vite from the surgery for their vac-
cination, however if you think you 
are eligible and have not received 
an invitation, please contact the 
surgery to book your Shingles Vac-
cination.

Booking your GP Appointment 
Online
To avoid disappointment, please 
note that GP appoinments which 
are booked online are for consul-
tations only. 
Please do not book a GP appoint-
ment online for any procedure, 
such as Joint Injections, Implants, 
Cryotherapy, Cervical Smear, Coil 
removal. Some procedures require 
more GP time and instruments 
and devices made ready. Please 
contact reception to book these 
appointments.
When booking an appointment 
online, it is helpful if you could 
state the reason for your appoint-

ment, i.e., pill review, hip pain. 
Thank you for your cooperation.

Age UK – 
Did you know they offer these ser-
vices?
Information and Advice – FREE
Welfare Benefits Support ie, help 
to complete forms such as Attend-
ance Allowance – FREE
Advocacy support – FREE
Befriending Service weekly com-
panion chats at your home or on 
the telephone – FREE
Online Coffee club via Zoom – 
FREE
Plus, some chargeable services 
such as, Home Support Domestic 
Service, Handyman, Brain Train-
ing Group, Cognitive Stimulation 
Therapy sessions, online seated 
exercise class via Zoom. For further 
information Tel: 01305 269444 
or visit www.ageuk.org/north-
southwestdorset

Did you know you can get help 
and advice from: 
Your Pharmacy
Pharmacists can give treatment 
advice for a range of minor illness-
es and will tell you if you need to 
see a doctor.

Your GP Online
Contact your GP online via eCon-
sult on our Practice website. 

Your query will be reviewed and 
answered by your GP within 48 
hours, often the same day.

NHS 111 
Go to 111.nhs.uk or call 111 if you 
have an urgent medical problem 
and you are not sure what to do. 
The sooner you get advice, the 
sooner you’re likely to get better.
In an emergency, go to A&E imme-
diately or call 999.

Winter illnesses self care
Winter Illnesses are usually not 
serious, but they can make us feel 
very unwell and can make some 
health problems worse leading to 
further complications, especially 
for people who are more ‘at risk’ 
such as: people aged 65 and over, 
people with long term conditions, 
babies and children under 5, peo-
ple on a low income, people with 
a disability, pregnant women, 
people who have a mental health 
condition.

Sore Throat
Symptoms of a sore throat in-
clude a painful throat especially 
when swallowing or a dry scratchy 
throat and can last 7 days without 
treatment.
What can I do? Suck lozenges, 
ice cubes or ice lollies, eat soft or 
cool food, gargling with salt wa-

ter can help reduce swelling and 
pain (children should not try this), 
avoid smoking, drink plenty of 
water, take pain relief such as par-
acetamol or Ibuprofen. Speak to 
your local pharmacy team.
When to seek help? Contact the 
surgery or NHS 111 if symptoms 
last more than 10-14 days, you 
have a very high temperature, 
you feel hot and shivery, you have 
problems swallowing and severe 
pain, you are dehydrated, you 
have a weakened immune system.

Cold 
Symptoms of a cold are different 
from flu because they develop 
slowly and include a blocked or 
runny nose, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat and a slight fever and 
can last up to 10 days.
Colds are generally harmless in-
fections that get better in time 
without the need to visit the sur-
gery.
What can I do? It is important to 
rest up and drink lots of fluids. Par-
acetamol or Ibuprofen can help 
with symptoms. Your local phar-
macy can help with symptom re-
lief advice.
When to seek help: Contact the sur-
gery or NHS 111 if you have a very 
high temperature, feel hot and 
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MACPHERSON HOUSE IN PRESTON 

PROVIDES SUPPORTED ACCOMMODATION 

FOR OLDER PEOPLE
• All rooms en suite and on the ground fl oor

• Monthly fee includes, council tax, electricity, gas, water and repairs 
• All meals provided • Social activities provided from time to time.

There are shops, post offi ce, chemist, bus service and doctors surgery 
within easy reach • Short stay or trial room available

Please call 01305 833229

ABBEYFIELD (WEYMOUTH) SOCIETY

(Reg Charity No 246972)

Also care at
LEGH HOUSE REGISTERED CARE HOME

Day care available. 
Warm, comfortable home, activities and caring staff. 

A home for 18 residents
Rylands Lane, Wyke Regis. (01305) 773663

Making time for   older people

Local news Continued from page 3

shivery, have a long-term condi-
tion, chest pain, blood when you 
cough, difficulty breathing, swell-
ing of the glands in your neck and 
armpits, symptoms lasting over 3 
weeks.

Cough
Coughing is common. 1 in 5 peo-
ple will get a cough in winter. 
Symptoms can last up to 3 weeks 
and in some cases up to 8 weeks.
What can I do? Visit your pharma-
cist for over-the-counter medi-
cines. Homemade remedies such 
as hot water with lemon juice and 
a teaspoon of honey can help (Not 
suitable for babies under 1).
When to seek help: Contact the 
surgery or NHS 111 if your cough 
lasts more than 3 weeks, you have 
chest or shoulder pain, blood 
when you cough, breathlessness, 
hoarseness or changes in your 
voice for longer than 3 weeks that 
continues once the cough is bet-
ter, new lumps or swelling around 
your neck and above your collar-
bones.

Flu
For most people flu can cause un-
pleasant symptoms, but if you are 
in an ‘at risk group’ flu can cause 

severe illness. Symptoms of flu de-
velop quickly and include a high 
temperature, aches and pains, 
tiredness, headache, a dry chesty 
cough.
What can I do? 
The flu vaccine is the safest and 
most effective way to help pro-
tect against flu. You should rest, 
keep warm and drink plenty of 
water. Paracetamol or Ibuprofen 
can help with aches and pains and 
bring down a fever. Antibiotics do 
not work on flu.
When to seek help
If you are worried and your symp-
toms do not improve after 7 days, 
if you are in an ‘at risk group’. 

COVID-19
It is still important to be mindful 
of COVID-19 symptoms, which are 
similar to cold and flu and can in-
clude diarrhoea, feeling sick or be-
ing sick, aches and pains, blocked 
or runny nose, high temperature 
and cough, loss or change of 
sense of smell or taste, short-
ness of breath, feeling exhausted, 
headache, loss of appetite.
What can I do? 
Most people no longer need to 
take a COVID test. If you are eligi-
ble, it is important to be up to date 

with your COVID-19 vaccinations.
If you think you might have COV-
ID-19, drink lots of fluids, rest, 
wear loose clothing, take pain 
relief. Antibiotics will not help. 
Stay at home if you have a high 
temperature, and do not feel well 
enough to go to work or carry out 
normal activities. Avoid contact 
with others.
When to seek help
Contact the surgery or NHS 111 
if you are concerned about your 
symptoms, if you feel you can no 
longer manage at home, or you 
are worried about a child or an el-
derly person.

Norovirus
‘The winter vomiting bug’ Symp-
toms can appear quickly and can 
include vomiting and diarrhoea, 
slight fever, headaches, stomach 
cramps, aching limbs.
What can I do? 
Norovirus is very contagious, so 
stay at home and rest. Drink lots of 
water to avoid dehydration. Stay 
off school or work until you have 
not been sick or had diarrhoea 
for at least 2 days. Do phone your 
pharmacy for advice on how to re-
lieve your symptoms. Do not visit 
the surgery. Ensure you wash your 
hands frequently with soap and 
water. Alcohol hand gels do not 
kill norovirus. You should start to 

feel better in 2 to 3 days.
When to seek help
Telephone the surgery or NHS 111 
if there is blood in your diarrhoea. 
If you keep being sick and can-
not keep fluids down. If you have 
diarrhoea for more than 7 days or 
vomiting more than 2 days. If you 
have a serious underlying condi-
tion such as kidney disease.
www.royalcrescentsurgery.co.uk

Overcombe WI 
Our November meeting was 
extremely well attended and 
we welcomed two visitors. Our 
speaker was Rachel from the 
Citizens Advice Bureau who 
spoke about the CAB nationally 
and locally. Each CAB office is an 
independent charity who aim to 
help individual problems and to 
raise the profile of issues on lo-
cal and national policies. 
They work on four principles: that 
it is free at point of use, although 
donations are always welcome: 
that it is independent: that they 
are impartial: that it is confiden-
tial. 80% of the staff are volunteers 
and there are over 100 in central 
Dorset. Our main office is in Wey-
mouth library although there are 
outreaches in GP surgeries, food-
banks, The Lantern Centre etc. 
They assist the Macmillan char-
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Professional Will Writer
Fully Insured - Home Visits

www.wills.org.uk
sales@wills.org.uk

You need a Will!
Everybody knows this but 
many people are put off by the 
uncertainty of the costs involved 
and the process. 

I remove all those barriers and 
help you gain the peace of mind 
that comes when you have your 
Will written by an expert.

Price List
Single Will ......................... £149
Joint/Mirror Wills* ............. £199
Trust Wills* ........................ £339   
LPAs per person ............... £199
+ Registration fee

*Priced per pair, not each, 
full pricing on our website

The process is simple, I take 
your instructions, you then 
get drafts for approval before 
the originals are printed. Once 
the drafts are approved, I 
print the originals and post 
them to you fi rst class with full 
signing instructions, I can even 
supervise the signing if you want 
me to.

For your peace of mind all of 
the Wills that I write are covered 
by £2.5 million Professional 
Indemnity Insurance, I am a 
Member of The Society of Will 
Writers and keep up to date with 
regular courses so the advice I 
offer is the best and most up to 
date available.

Call us now on 01305 774786       

Also available:
Probate Service - Conveyancing - LPAs 

ity, have a refugee settlement 
worker, the travelling community, 
help to maximise incomes, work 
face to face, via email, telephone 
and letters. Many of their clients 
are not IT literate which currently 
can bring its own problems. Many 
organisations help to fund the 
Bureau including Dorset Council, 
Local Authority, Wessex Water, 
Health Service, Food Banks and 
other groups. Rachel brought 
a room temperature guide and 
leaflets for each of our members. 
There were many questions from 
the floor including one on the 
recently received fuel allowance 
to pensioners. We were told that 
if this allowance was not needed 
and members wished to donate 
it, the Dorset Community Founda-
tion will happily accept any dona-
tion and pass on to others in need. 
The Bureau has an extremely large 
website content which is open 
and available to anyone. This was 
a most interesting and informa-
tive talk and Rachel was warmly 
thanked for attending.
Ideas were shared regarding our 
pre-Christmas coffee morning on 
21st November to which everyone 
is invited and made very welcome. 
That includes you! Put the date in 
your diary, 10.00 – 12 noon. Plenty 
of stalls, homemade cake, coffee 
and tea at The Church Rooms, 

Preston, just opposite St Andrew’s 
Church. Easy parking. You will be 
made very welcome.
The walking group continues to 
thrive together with a craft group, 
a singing group and two book 
clubs. Skittles has restarted after 
the summer break. A jigsaw loan 
to members has started and was 
popular with members. For just £1 
a jigsaw can be borrowed and re-
turned when completed, or when 
the borrower gives up, whichever 
is the sooner. 
There were four large boxes on 
the hall stage at the meeting and 
these were soon full to bursting 
with gifts for the food bank. Do-
nations of food and household 
items, Christmas treats and new 
toys were brought in by the mem-
bers. I delivered this to the food 
bank hub the next morning who 
were delighted with our efforts. (I 
had to deliver them immediately, 
the car was full!) We also collected 
wrapped gifts to be taken by two 
of our members to the Westhaven 
Hospital. The hospital is always 
delighted to receive these, in par-
ticular for their patients who per-
haps don’t receive gifts. I felt very 
proud to be the president of such 
a generous and kind group of la-
dies.

Continued on page 6
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ABBOTT & REES FUNERAL DIRECTORS
247 Abbotsbury Road, Weymouth, Dorset, DT4 0LY    

Tel: 01305 766711   Email: info@abbottandrees.co.uk   www.abbottandrees.co.uk

At times of bereavement families fi nd themselves having to 
make unfamiliar decisions and arrangements.
Stephen Rees and the staff at Abbott & Rees Funeral 
Directors provide an effi cient, dignifi ed and 
sympathetic service to assist you through 
this diffi cult time. 
We are here to help you!

TRADITIONAL 
CREMATION
FROM £3088

DIRECT 
CREMATION 
FROM £1,819

We look forward to our get to-
gethers during the wintertime, 
the next meeting is our Christmas 
party, then into the New Year. How 
time flies. 

Jackie Greet
WI President

Christmas songs and 
Carols in Greenhill 
Gardens
Come and join in our seasonal 
offering of Christmas songs and 

carols plus some fun! In Green-
hill Gardens. Sunday 17th De-
cember 2023 at 3.00pm, free 
mince pies and hot drinks for all.
The friends of Greenhill Gardens 
http://www.greenhill-gardens.
co.uk

Wyke Regis WI
Two events have recently pro-
vided fun for members. A Fish 
and Chip lunch, delivered to the 
Hall and organised by the Book 
Club, was enjoyed and then fol-
lowed by an afternoon of Cha-

rades with all topics being book 
titles. An afternoon of puzzle-
ment, hilarity and ingenuity!
The Table Tennis group organised 
a Beetle Drive and Bingo evening. 
Again, a lot of fun and laughter 
with lovely prizes and luxury bis-
cuits with coffee!
The speaker at the monthly meet-
ing was Fiona Penny. She gave an 
interesting talk on her own history 
as a florist, while demonstrating 
two table decorations with an 
autumn theme. Both were very 
attractive, with many everyday 
hedgerow & garden components.
The Poetry Group have been busy 
composing limericks. The endeav-
our was so successful that one 

hundred of the limericks - with 
illustrations by members of the 
Art Group - have been published 
in a booklet which is available at 
£3 a copy. These are on sale at the 
monthly coffee mornings and at 
the Wyke Christmas Fayre in the 
Square.
New members are very welcome 
to find out more about the Insti-
tute at the Coffee Mornings, first 
Tuesday in the month, 10.00am 
to 12 noon and the monthly 
meetings, second Thursday in the 
month at 2.00pm, WI Hall, Gallwey 
Road.

Wyke Regis 
Horticultural Society

The Trading Post will be serv-
ing mince pies and hot drinks 
on Saturday 16th December 
before Closing for Christmas 
at 12.30pm. The Raffle will be 
drawn at 12.15pm. The top prize 
is a beautiful alabaster Hare 
kindly donated by Helen Toft.
We will re-open on Saturday 13th 
January at 9.30am, when hope-
fully the seed potatoes will be in 
stock.
Normal opening times: Wednes-

Wood Stoves, Log Burners, 
Multi Fuel Installers 

and suppliers to 
Wyke Regis, Preston, 

Sutton Poyntz, Osmington 
and surrounding areas.

Log Burners Dorset

Call Richard on 07791 431797
email admin@weymouth-portland-dorchester.co.uk

• Fully Insured • HETAS Trained Installer
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• Annual Gas Boiler Servicing

• Central Heating Repairs

• Boiler Maintenance and Repairs

• Power Flushes

• Landlord Checks

• Gas Safety Inspections

• General Plumbing

      www.mahoneyheating.com
Email: russell.mahoney@btconnect.com

Based in Preston
No: 20135

Mahoney Mahoney 
Plumbing Plumbing 
& Heating& Heating

01305 834685   07836 266368 01305 834685   07836 266368 

Contact us or see our website for details

Established 1987

TREE SURGERYLTDLTD

In the closing weeks of the year 
and as Christmas approaches it 
is only natural that our thoughts 
should turn to...sheep. Or to one 
sheep in particular. 
Now anyone, like me, who comes 
from, or for that matter stays in, 
Wales, will have a soft spot for 
sheep. This is because there are so 
many of them that they are often 
considered to be one of the family. 
The Welsh are not alone in this feel-
ing for I believe that Portland has 
the same affinity for these woolly 
covered mammals, Portland sheep 
being one of the oldest breeds in 
the UK. And in New Zealand the 
ratio is about five sheep for every 
person, which seems a trifle exces-
sive. But I digress. 
It was upsetting to learn that one 
Scottish sheep in particular spent 
last Christmas, and perhaps the 
one before that, all on its own. 
This happened because it became 
stranded at the foot of an isolated 
sea cliff in the Cromarty Firth. The 
area is difficult to access from the 
landward side because of the 250 
feet (that’s roughly 76 metres) cliffs 
and the gorse, bracken and fencing 
that gets in the way. A bit like the 
Coast Path I imagine. 
Anyway, if like me your knowledge 
of geography in general, and Scot-
tish geography in particular, is a bit 
lacking I can reveal that Cromarty 
Firth is a sea inlet on the east coast 
just below Invergordon. Hope that 
makes it clear. The sheep, let’s call 
her Dolly, was first discovered by 
kayakers who were paddling along 
the coast as long ago as 2021. 
Not the most hospitable place to 
paddle. When I had a canoe I had 

trouble launching it at Overcombe 
Corner, but Jillian, one of the kay-
akers, must be made of sterner 
stuff. Jillian says that Dolly followed 
them as far as she could along the 
rocky shoreline before turning 
back, bleating all the while. Re-
cently Jillian returned, to observe 
that Dolly was still there, more than 
a full year later, and that her fleece 
had grown much longer and was 
now dragging on the ground. Un-
til we can find an interpreter who 
speaks Baa (the universal language 
of sheep) we don’t know if Dolly is 
bleating to request help or shout-
ing ‘Go away. This is my part of 
Scotland’. But assuming the former, 
various official organisations have 
been contacted and drones (do 
you think that a drone is named af-
ter the noise it makes?) have been 
used to capture pictures of Dolly. 
Which is a bit unfair, as she is prob-
ably not looking her best at the 
moment. The Cairngorm Mountain 
Rescue Team and the SSPCA (work 
that out for yourself ) both seem 
to say that unless Dolly lets them 
know directly that she requires as-
sistance they won’t be able to help. 
Something to do with GDPR - Gen-
eral Data Protection Regulations 
- or PPS - Preserving the Privacy 
of Sheep. The Coastguard are not 
too interested and the RNLI don’t 
seem to have been involved. But 
BHC (the British Hovercraft Com-
pany) have volunteered one of 
their vessels and are seeking fund-
ing for the crew’s 1,400 mile round 
trip. Sounds as though they must 
be based in West Bexington. So if 
you have a big garden and would 
like to help by offering Dolly a safe 

place to graze after the rescue, let 
me know and I’ll pass on your offer. 
But I digress again, for what had 
really caught my eye was the news 
– or was it AI generated false infor-
mation, let’s hope so – the news 
that the art of handwriting is in 
serious decline. There’s even talk of 
soon being able to sit exams using 
laptops. Perhaps I should feel guilty 
that I have typed this, not written it 
with my prize fountain pen. Guess 
how I won the pen all those years 
ago in my schooldays? It wasn’t 
for chipping away at a stone tablet 
as some rude readers have sug-
gested. However my In-house Ad-
viser insists that there is to be no 
boasting about the excellence of 
my handwriting. So of course there 
won’t be any.
Great-granddaughter Evie has just 
started ‘Big School’ and is learning 
to write, but my concern is that 
she might be one of the last gen-
erations to do so. It’s lovely to see 
her pride at being able to write her 
name and quite a number of other 
words besides. Admittedly they 
are short ones at the moment but 
longer ones are sure to be added to 
the list in the near future. But with 
your help perhaps we can achieve 
two objectives at one go – to en-
courage the use of handwriting 
and cheer up Dolly the sheep. We 
just have to ask our grandchildren 

to write a nice Christmas Message 
to Dolly which can be delivered by 
the hovercraft to her sun-drenched 
Scottish hideaway. But we need to 
start now, because if the hovercraft 
is really travelling from West Bex-
ington it needs to get underway 
soon to arrive by Christmas Day.
Stop Press News. Dolly, who some 
people thought was called Buttens 
- yes, with an e not an o - has been 
rescued by a team of four led by 
an intrepid climber/sheep farmer 
who is definitely called Cammy. 
They abseiled down on ropes then 
hauled Dolly, sorry, Buttens to the 
top, apparently, according to the 
SSPCA, in fine fettle. Dolly/But-
tens, that is, not the rescuers. Fiona, 
for she has now had her name 
changed yet again, has been taken 
to a secret location to recover, so 
your garden won’t be required for 
grazing. Meanwhile the Hovercraft, 
based in Sandwich, not West Bex-
ington, has been cancelled, after a 
GoFundMe page had raised about 
half the £2000 needed for a water-
borne rescue. So when I find out 
where Dolly/Buttens/Fiona is re-
covering we can send off all those 
lovely handwritten messages that 
you are going to ask your grand-
children to write. It’s going to be a 
busy run-up to Christmas.
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days 2.00pm - 4.00pm and Satur-
days 9.30am - 12.30pm. To join, 
come in and sign the form. Mem-
bership is £10 per year.
The Society wishes all its Members 
a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful 
New Year.

Wyke Square Carols
Come and sing carols in Wyke 
Square. Monday 18th December 
2023 at 7.15pm. 
Weymouth Concert Brass will play, 
mulled wine and Father Christmas 
too. A torch and reading glasses 
are recommended.

Citizens Advice
Q: I like shopping online and I’m 
always on the lookout for a bar-
gain, especially with the festive 
season coming up, but I’m wor-
ried about scammers. How can I 
avoid getting caught out? 
A: While scams can be tricky to 
recognise there are steps you can 
take to protect yourself from fall-
ing foul to a scammer. 
Remember, if it seems too good to 
be true then it probably is. If you’re 
buying from a site you haven’t 
used before, do some research 

before hitting buy. Find the com-
pany’s return and refund policies 
so you know your rights if some-
thing goes wrong. You should also 
look up the company’s address: 
this can normally be found in the 
website’s ‘contact us’ section and 
should include a street name, not 
just a post office box. 
Take some time to see what other 
people have said about the web-
site. Look at different review web-
sites, don’t just rely on reviews 
the company has put on its own 
website. 
Scammers will often ask you to 
pay in unusual ways, or put you 
under pressure to buy, so be wary 
of people contacting you out of 
the blue offering an item for a 
quick sale or special deal. 
If you do fall victim to a scam, 
don’t feel ashamed. Scammers are 
clever and regularly adapt their 
methods making them harder to 
spot. And do report it, as this alerts 
authorities to scammers’ tech-
niques and prevents others from 
being taken advantage of. 
You can report a scam to Citizens 
Advice or Action Fraud. If you’ve 
transferred money in the last 24 
hours contact the police via the 
non-emergency number 101, 

however if you feel unsafe use 
999. You should also contact your 
bank to let them know you’ve 
transferred money. 
You can find out more about your 
rights via the Citizens Advice con-
sumer advice pages or by contact-
ing our Consumer Helpline on 
0808 223 1133.

The Fairbridge Trust
We would like to thank all our 
customers, our regulars and oc-
casional visitors, for your con-
tinued support throughout the 
year and for telling your friends 
about us. 
We have been open for 6 years, but 
there are still people who haven’t 
yet discovered us! For those of you 
who don’t realise, we are a charity, 
we are all volunteers and we are 
pleased to be able to make regu-
lar donations to support both lo-
cal and overseas charities working 
for the relief of poverty. 
We recently made donations to 
The Nest and Weymouth Food-
bank who are both seeing in-
creased demand. So, when you are 
doing your Christmas shopping, 
please don’t forget us. You are not 
only supporting our wonderful 
producers, ensuring they receive 
a fair price for their products but 
also the local and overseas chari-

ties that we give donations to. 
Our Transform Trade Christmas 
cards are selling well, as are our 
beautifully decorated Christmas 
candles from South Africa and ol-
ive wood decorations from Bethle-
hem. Our regulars will be pleased 
to know that we have recently had 
a long-awaited delivery of spreads 
and chutneys from eSwatini with 
some new flavours available. 
Three assorted jars in a gift box 
make an ideal gift, especially for 
the men on your list. We also have 
three different sizes of jute bags, 
printed with Christmas themes, to 
fill with treats as an alternative to 
a hamper. 
For younger members of the fam-
ily our Lanka Kade toys appeal to 
children, parents and grandpar-
ents. The wooden toys are made 
in Sri Lanka by skilled artisans us-
ing rubber wood from trees which 
no longer produce rubber and so 
would otherwise be destroyed. 
We stock a wide selection but not 
the complete range and so we 
would always be happy to order 
from the catalogue for you – just 
don’t leave it too late! 
Whether it is a main present or 
stocking fillers you are looking for, 
you will be sure to find something 
different so come and have a look.
We will be at the Holy Trinity 
Church Christmas Fayre on 25th 
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83 The Esplanade, Weymouth DT4 7AA    01305 782353

November and at the Wyke Christ-
mas Street Fayre on Sunday 3rd 
December with a selection of gift 
ideas. 
If you are involved in any events 
where you would like us to have a 
stall then please get in touch or if 
there is anything you particularly 
want we would be happy to deliv-
er. We also welcome groups who 
would like to arrange a shopping 
evening. Enjoy getting together 
with friends in our upstairs seating 
area, learn more about fair trade 
and the things we sell while en-
joying a hot drink and then shop 
at your leisure. 
We will be opening the shop on 
Mondays in December and will be 
open until Christmas Eve but then 
closed until Tuesday January 2nd 
During January we will be open 
Tuesday-Saturday but with short-
er hours, from 11.00am-3.00pm.
Wishing all our customers a very 
happy Christmas and joyous New 
Year!
The Bridge Fair Trade Shop, 24 
Trinity Road, Weymouth, DT4 8TJ 
Opening times in December Mon-
day-Saturday 10.00am - 4.00pm, 
closed 25th December-1st Janu-
ary. We can be contacted on 
01305 772842 or by email at theb-
ridgefairtrade@gmail.com

Stunning new mural 
for children’s ward

A popular Dorset artist has cre-
ated a vibrant new mural on 
Kingfisher Children’s Ward at 
Dorset County Hospital.

Marina Renee-Cemmick grew 
up in Dorset, studying in Marsh-
wood and then Hardye’s School in 
Dorchester before moving to Glas-
gow to study Painting at Glasgow 
School of Art (2018). An exciting 
artist, she has exhibited both na-
tionally and internationally. 
 Marina is interested in paint and 
uses multiple techniques to pro-
duce eye-catching work with a 
real attention to detail. Under-
pinning all her work is a drawing 
practice which remains at the core 
of investigating and representing 
the spaces she inhabits and draws 
inspiration from. 
This strong artistic practice foun-
dation can be seen in the stun-
ning new mural that Marina has 
created on the Kingfisher ward at 
Dorset County Hospital. 
In collaboration with the staff and 
children of Kingfisher ward, the 
Mural, with images of tigers, rain-
forest frogs, fish, octopi, penguins 
and of course a kingfisher, was 
completed over the course of a 
week this summer. 
Marina Rennee-Cemmick said, 
‘It was really a pleasure to do and 
a joy having everyone involved. I 
would not have managed to do a 
50 ft wall in four-and-a-half days 
without them! It was wonderful 
to see how much it means to eve-
ryone, and how engaged the chil-
dren and staff were.’
Sarah Woodward, Kingfisher Ma-
tron said,
“Everybody (on the ward) got 
involved and had a go, we felt a 
real part of the project. We have a 
consultant who loves penguins, so 

Marina added a penguin in for us!
‘It’s lovely to see young people 
coming through the corridors 
pointing at all the different ani-
mals and counting them. It creates 
a really positive feel for everybody 
on the ward.’
This artwork was made possible 
by the generous support of The 
Arts Society, Dorset County. 
A representative of the Arts Soci-
ety said,
‘The charitable aim of the Arts So-
ciety is to support the arts and we 
in the Dorset County branch are 
delighted to fund the new mural 
in the Children’s Kingfisher Ward. 
We knew from the outset that 
Marina Renee-Cemmick’s creativ-
ity would not disappoint, as we 
have supported her studies and 
amazing talent in the past. We 
could not be more pleased to see 

this mural come to fruition, and to 
know that it will give pleasure for 
ongoing years to the many young 
patients who will visit Kingfisher 
Ward. It gives us particular pleas-
ure too that the ward staff have 
been so invested in this project.’
If you would be interested in sup-
porting further arts projects or 
have any queries, please contact 
artsinhospital@dchft.nhs.uk

The Friends of 
Weymouth Library 

The Friends of Weymouth Li-
brary (FOWL) talk on 2nd De-
cember will be by Dr Francis 
Burroughs and entitled ‘Don’t 
Put Your Daughter on the Stage.’

Continued on page 12

Marina Renee-Cemmick with her new mural at DCC
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By Grahame Howard

Manning’s Electrical Services
Re-wires, partial re-wires, faultfi nding, Fuse board changes.

Internal and external lighting.

And all other aspects of Domestic Electrical Installations.
Test and Inspection.

No call out charge and no job too small
Call now for a free estimate call Tom:

Tel: 01305 820946   Mobile: 07977181463

North Devon Update
Last time, I told you that we 
were just going to Ilfracombe 
in North Devon. We did and we 
got back just in time before the 
great floods that have been hit-
ting the whole country. Was it 
wet? Yes, it was. Did we get wet 
through? Yes, we did. 
The weather on the way there 
was atrocious; the rain was beat-
ing down and debris was flying 
everywhere. The journey had 
started well, nice sunny weather 
as we dropped Charlie and my 
daughter’s dog Teddy, off at the 
kennels. However, as soon as we 
hit Tiverton, the heavens opened 
and it poured down. There must 
be something about Tiverton. I 
told you on the last issue, that the 
first time we broke down there 
and had to push the car in the 
pounding rain. Again, it was rain-
ing but thankfully, the car went 
well.
We always stop at the Moose 
Lodge for breakfast. This is a log 
cabin on the Tiverton By-pass 
and the breakfast’s are amazing. 
After spending a good hour there 
until we were refreshed, we set 
off again on the final leg to Ilfra-
combe. Was it still raining? Yes, it 
was, in fact it was rather like a ty-
phoon as we all rushed the short 
distance to the car. It may only 
have been a short way, but it was 
like we had been swimming in 
our clothes. We were drenched. 
Finally we arrived in sunny Dev-
on, no, that was wrong, Storm 
Devon to correct the way it was 
when we pulled up onto the 
rear car park of our hotel. It was 
quite a distance to the front of 
the hotel and as it was now like 
standing in a waterfall, we tried 
for access at a rear door. After ten 
minutes or so, the door sprung 
open and we went through to 
find the reception. After book-
ing in, we went back to the car to 
get the luggage. I had asked the 
receptionist if she had a wetsuit 
but, she just stared at me as if I 
was mad. I couldn’t even see her 
because, by now my glasses were 
waterlogged and also steamed 
up, so I couldn’t blame her.

I had asked for our rooms to be 
together when I booked the res-
ervation. However, that was not 
to be. Our room was one floor 
above reception but, my daugh-
ters and grandson’s rooms were 
on the third floor but far from 
each other. The CO and I got into 
one lift with our luggage and the 
others got into the lift opposite. 
They went to different locations 
so, if you went into the wrong 
lift, you spent ages trying to find 
where you were. Also, the room 
numbers didn’t go in sequence. 
Our number was 102 but next 
door it was 110 and as you went 
along the corridor - which was 
separated by heavy fire doors 
and steps that annoyingly went 
nowhere - three steps down and 
then three steps up to where you 
were, the numbers were random 
130, the next 120. It was crazy. 
We finally found our room after 
considering ringing Trip Advisor 
for directions, and I must say, it 
was very nice. The magazine had 
said it was Sea view, it was, but 
one would have had to move a 
flipping massive hill or mountain 
that blocked the view to the sea. 
Still, it was nice.
My daughter’s room was not so 
good. Her window, again sea 
view/mountain view, had a sash 
window that was open and re-
fused to close. The rain and the 
wind was belting in. After com-
plaining to reception, they were 
given another room, much better 
but a floor above. We never did 
find where our Grandson’s room 
was, it was a mystery.
After booking in, we all decided 
to take a stroll into the small town 
and quay. I lie here, because it 
was more like running in double-
time because the wind forced us 
along. And yes, it was still rain-
ing. The CO complained that she 
hadn’t brought her boots and I of-
fered to catch a bus back home to 
go and get them. I got the ‘look’. 
We returned to the hotel to get 
dried and prepare to go out for 
a meal. The hotel wasn’t serving 
evening meals. Why, I don’t know 
but I was beginning to think that 
Basil Fawlty was around some-
where.
In the evening, it was still raining 
but after a short walk we found 
a bar called, ‘Sax on the beach.’ 
Yes, I did write ‘Sax’, don’t let your 
minds wander. Apparently, some 
young people had started their 
own bar and had musicians to en-
tertain us. However, they couldn’t 
sell alcoholic drinks because their 
licence hadn’t come through yet. 
We were given a pint of lager or 
glass of wine free but, after that, 

one had to go three doors away 
to a mini-market and buy your 
own which you could take back 
and drink in the bar. The CO 
thought it was a great idea until 
we told her that she would have 
to go and fetch this. I think the 
term was, ‘On your bike mate’.
That was good for a while but 
we ended up in Wetherspoons, 
which was enormous. After we 
had eaten and savoured quite a 
few pints, we thought we would 
get back to the hotel and have a 
drink there. Wrong! The bar shut 
at just after 9pm, so we decided 
on going to bed to recoup our 
strength. 
During the night, someone tried 
to get into my daughter’s room, 
while they were sleeping. For-

tunately, she had put the safety 
lock on, but this person, whoever 
it was was persistent. My son in 
law then got up and shouted 
‘Go away old chap would you’ or 
words to the effect. When they 
reported it to reception the next 
day, they were told, not to worry, 
it would be the night porter do-
ing his security checks. Well, this 
convinced us that we were stay-
ing at Fawlty Towers.
After this, the sun shone for the 
rest of the long weekend and we 
had a lovely time but I must say, I 
would be cautious about staying 
in that place again.
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• Plastering, Tiling • Painting and Decorating • Walls
• Paving and Fencing • Block Paving 

• CRB Checked • Fully Insured and Reliable
• Free Quotes • No job too small

Call Trevor on 01305 871618 or 07796 458843

Home and 
Garden 

Maintenance

GROUNDWORKS & LANDSCAPING
(ALL SIZES AVAILABLE)

• DIGGER & DUMPER HIRE WITH OPERATORS
• GARDEN CLEARANCES • TURFING • FENCING • PATIOS 

• DRAINAGE • CONCRETE BASES • FOOTINGS • DRIVEWAYS

FULLY
INSURED

Please phone or email for a FREE no obligation quote

ROSS - 07971 171420  - DEAN - 07486 350654 

email - cwplant@outlook.com

Francis Burroughs has experience 
of producing and conducting over 
two hundred operatic produc-
tions, and not all the drama hap-
pens on stage!
The talk begins at 10.30am and 
lasts until 12 noon. Refreshments 
are included. All are welcome. 
Tickets are £2 for members and 
£3 for non-members. These are 
obtainable at the library, 01305 
762410.

Cattistock Open 
Gardens event 
supports DCC
Further support for Dorset 
County Hospital Charity’s re-
cently launched Emergency and 
Critical Care Appeal has been re-
ceived from the Cattistock Open 
Gardens team.
The event held in June this year 
was the first community fund-
raiser to support the new appeal 
which is raising funds to enhance 
the new Emergency Department 
and Critical Care Unit shortly to 
commence construction on the 
hospital’s Dorchester site. 
Gillian Wallace, Chair of Cattistock 
Open Gardens said,

NICK GRAYNICK GRAY

• Gas Servicing
• Installations

• Repairs and Maintenance
• Power Flushing, De-scaling

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

142 WAKEHAM, 
PORTLAND DT5 1HP

Telephone: 01305 860842
Mobile: 07811 356181

NO CALL-OUT 
CHARGE

‘We decided to donate 50% of the 
proceeds from our event on 10 
and 11 June to the Emergency and 
Critical Care Appeal. We are only 
too aware of how all healthcare 
continues to face huge challenges 
in the wake of the pandemic and 
economic challenges and would 
like to do our bit to help.’ 
The event raised £1,400 for the ap-
peal, which was officially launched 
at the Dorset County Show. In ad-
dition to the income from ticket 
sale and teas, the organisers ran a 
grand raffle and plant sale which 
added to the total raised. 
Simon Pearson, Head of Charity at 
DCH Charity said,
‘We would like to thank everyone 
concerned with the Cattistock 
Open Gardens event for their 
amazing support for Dorset Coun-
ty Hospital. This appeal is support-
ing the largest new-build project 
at Dorset County Hospital since it 
first opened on the new site. The 
new Emergency Department and 
Critical Care Unit will enable the 
hospital to meet future demand 
in both areas and the appeal will 
enhance facilities and treatment 
spaces to make patient care even 
better.’
To find out more about the Emer-

gency and Critical Care Appeal vis-
it www.dchcharity.org.uk or email 
charity@dchft.nhs.uk.

Dates for fireworks and 
funfairs for 2024

Next year’s dates for summer 
firework displays and funfair 
bookings have been agreed by 
Weymouth Town Council’s Envi-
ronment and Services Commit-
tee. 
Following a decision at this week’s 
committee meeting, five firework 
displays will take place on Mon-
days during the summer holidays 
including July 29th, and August 

Cattistock Open Gardens event supports Dorset County Hospital

5th, 12th, 19th, and 26th. 
Officers were also requested to 
explore commercial sponsorship 
opportunities for at least two of 
the events. Plus, the traditional 
firework display in November will 
also take place along the seafront. 
The proposed dates for the funfair 
bookings at the Pavilion Forecourt 
and the Jubilee Clock site along 
the promenade were also ap-
proved as follows: 
Pavilion Forecourt location:-
March 29th to April 14th, Easter 
holidays 
May 4th to 6th, three days 
May 25th to June 2nd, nine days 
July 29th to August 31st, split over 
two bookings. The first is from 

Continued from page  9
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Continued on page 14

THE MONUMENTAL MASONS
ESTABLISHED 1876

Website:- www.stonesmasonry.co.uk

Established over 140 years
For new memorials request our colour brochure

Additional inscriptions and renovation work our speciality

Home visits by appointment

We take pride in providing a personal service offering 
the highest quality craftsmanship.

Newstead Road, Westham,
Weymouth, DT4 0DU

Tel: 01305 784556

Email us: Weymouth@stonesmasonry.co.uk

July 29th to 21st August and the 
second is from August 22nd to 
September 1st to allow for variety 
and for no one operator to have a 
monopoly. 
October 19th to 27th, nine days 
over the October half term school 
holiday. 
November 5th, firework night. 
Jubilee Clock location 
August 9th to 21st, 12 days. 
Weymouth Town Council de-
clared a climate emergency and 
as part of this commitment, the 
funfair operators will be asked to 
improve the energy efficiency of 
their operations and reduce the 
use of diesel generators to help 
reduce carbon emissions. 
Cllr Ryan Hope, Chair of Envi-
ronment and Services Commit-
tee, said: ‘A number of firework 
displays and funfair bookings 
have been agreed as part of Wey-
mouth Town Council’s events 
programme for 2024. They cre-
ate a great atmosphere as well 
as providing a welcome boost to 
the local economy with residents 
and holiday makers flocking to 
the town to enjoy these popular 
events.’ 
The dates were agreed at the En-
vironment and Services Commit-
tee meeting on Wednesday 1st 
November.

70 Years of Memories
There will be another chance to 
see the video of local people’s 
memories, which was made for 
the Platinum Jubilee Celebra-
tions.
It features many local people and 
takes us back over events nation-
ally and locally. It will be shown at 
All Saints’ Church on Monday De-
cember 4th at 2.00pm. Everyone 
is welcome to come and enjoy the 
film and chat after over tea and 
cake.

National Trust South 
Dorset Association 

Thursday 14th December at 
2.30pm ‘Stained Glass in Dorset 
Churches’ a talk by John Drabik.
St Aldhelm’s Church Centre, Spa 
Road, Weymouth, DT3 5EW (Bus 
no 10)
NTSDA members £3 Non NTSDA 
members £4 (includes refresh-
ments/ no need to book in ad-
vance).

Cancer support group
Hello, we are the C’Siders. A lo-
cal support group offering a 
warm and friendly welcome to 
anyone in the Weymouth and 
Portland area affected by can-

cer. 
C’Siders was founded 7 years ago 
by the late Peter Meacham, who 
back in 2016 was a man on a mis-
sion to bring people together at 
a time when they may be feel-
ing most vulnerable and anxious. 
Where they could share similar 
experiences, worries or offer each 
other some words of comfort or 
advice. Since then C’Siders has 
grown to 90 members and wheth-
er you’ve had a cancer diagnosis 
yourself, or care for someone who 

has, everyone is welcome.
We meet on the second Monday 
evening of each month at the Cen-
tenary Club, Weymouth where we 
have a variety of speakers on topics 
ranging from cancer care, health 
and wellbeing to general interests 
such as photography, wildlife and 
arts & crafts. We organise regular 
outings which have included boat 
trips, visits to the theatre, gardens, 
and music festivals. We also meet 

Cancer support group. Some of our members at our recent anniversary 
meal, one of the many fun events we enjoy as a group.
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100590

Tel: 01305 783228
Mobile: 07786734531

R Phelps
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Services and Repairs
Landlord’s Gas Safety Certifi cates

Installation of Unvented Domestic Hot 
Water Systems

BPEC Trained for Solar Heating Installations
Energy Effi ciency Trained

Power Flushes
Plus all other aspects of plumbing

PERRYFIELDS BODYWORKS
• Vehicle Body Repairs
• Spraying Service
• Accident Repair 
  Specialists

• Grit Blasting

• Hot Zinc Spraying

• Powder Coating

• Industrial Spraying

• Self Drive Diggers and Dumpers

PERRYFIELDS LTD

&&
Easton Lane, Portland 

01305 820447

www.perryfi eldsltd.com

for a ‘coffee and chat’ morning 
on the fourth Thursday of each 
month alternating between The 
Beehive, Portland and The Palm 
House, Weymouth. All the dates 
can be found on our website 
C’Siders – Weymouth and Port-
land Cancer Support Group www.
csiders.org.
For those members who wish to 
keep active there are the weekly 
C’Fit exercise classes at Osprey 
Leisure Centre, Portland and table 
tennis at Wyke Regis Community 
and Sports Association. If you’re 
feeling really adventurous, we of-
fer paddle boarding sessions as 
well!
Becoming a C’Siders member is 
easy and costs nothing. All you 
have to do is complete and sign 
a form giving us permission to 
add you to our mailing list. Once a 
member, you will receive a regular 
update by email of forthcoming 
meetings, events and outings and 
will be entitled to any subsidy of-
fered by C’Siders. 

If you feel like you could ben-
efit from some friendly support, 
then please don’t hesitate to get 
in touch. C’Siders... helping each 
other through difficult times but 
having fun along the way.
Contact membership@csiders.org 
for a membership form or ring 
07392 935064.

Christmas Concert - 
Encore Singers 

Saturday December 16th, at 
7.30pm, in the United Church, 
Dorchester.
Admission is free, but there will be 
a retiring collection for Weldmar 
Hospicecare.
We will be singing a variety of 
songs, mostly well-known, with 
opportunities for the audience to 
sing along if they should wish to.
Also featured will be the very tal-
ented local flautist, Myeongsuk 
Ha.
More information is available on 

our Facebook page: https://www.
facebook.com/EncoreSingers-
Dorchester/

Hope URC Christmas 
Craft Fayre

Hope URC Church is holding its 
annual Christmas Craft Fayre 
on Saturday 2nd December 
10.30am - 3.30pm. 
With free entry, there are over 
fifteen stalls of homemade gifts 
supporting home crafters. Some 
of the stalls are raising money for 
charity - Weldmar, Parkinsons UK, 
Church
Building Fund. There’s a huge on 
the day raffle with lots of fantas-
tic hamper prizes, plus delicious 
cakes and refreshments for you to 
enjoy.
Please do come along and sup-
port this community event.

Weymouth Bay Church
A drop in cafe for people with 
dementia and their carers on 
first Friday of every month 

at Weymouth Bay Methodist 
Church from 2.00pm - 4.00pm, 
£2 per person. 
Come and enjoy a cuppa and 
cake, music and other activities. 
More information from Esme 
01305812637.
Ambassadors Big Band in con-
cert at Weymouth Bay Method-
ist Church on Saturday 25th No-
vember at 7.30pm. Tickets £12 
on door or in advance from Pete 
01305812637 £10.

Mini Pantos
It’s panto time and you can put 
on a pantomime with no re-
hearsals. It’s incredible but true!
Mini pantos is the answer. They 
enable anybody to organise a very 
short version of some well-known 
pantomimes with none of the 
work of putting on a full produc-
tion. They take 20-30 minutes to 
perform and require no rehearsals 
or line learning.
The mini pantos are easy to do and 
can be acted out by 5-7 individu-
als sitting on chairs facing their 
audience, saying their short lines 
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Architectural Drawings prepared for:
Loft Conversions / Extensions / Alterations

Domestic / Commercial

Contact: Tel/Fax: 01305 821310 
Mobile 0781 8847665

59 Reforne, Portland, Dorset. DT5 2AW
Email: stevenjonesplandesign@btinternet.com

BA Honours in Architecture

New work - Repairs - Refurbishment - Carpentry - Tiling - Painting 
Decorating - Kitchen and Bathroom Fitting - Building Work

Laminate Floors etc
30 years experience - FREE quotations. Please call

Mark Stanton    01305 815609    07969 919837

5 St Davids Road, WEYMOUTH, DT4 9LR
Tel: (01305) 775307 or 07790 224308

TONY THORPETONY THORPETONY THORPE
Painter and Decorator

Interiors and Exteriors
Decorating

No Job too Small!

Toms decorating 
Interior & exterior  
Painting & paper hanging
Small plastering and tiling jobs undertaken too
07789791075

Tel: (01305) 821897  Mob: 07816 584020
Web: www.dorsettreeworx.co.uk      Email: dorsettreeworx@live.co.uk

TREEWORX

DORSET

All aspects of tree and hedge work undertaken 
for domestic and commercial

Friendly and professional qualifi ed team. Contact & Hire Us!

01305 826841 / 01305 820993 
Pebble Lane, Chiswell, Portland

PORTLAND JOINERY LTD 
Carpentry & JoineryCarpentry & Joinery

(R J & S Wilson)

www.portlandjoinery.co.uk          E-mail: portlandjoineryltd@hotmail.co.uk

07435 803505
best-pest-control.co.uk

KENNY BEST
Technician

Fully qualifi ed & insured

07724286473 / www.jenniejonesplumbing.co.uk

from cue cards. They are therefore 
ideal for all groups, organisations, 
clubs and families during the fes-
tive and new year periods.
Nine mini pantos are available on 
the website www.minipantos.com
Author Iain Campbell is the crea-
tor of mini pantos and he has just 
finished a new script
‘Scrooge!’. It relates the well 
known dickens’ story of ‘A Christ-
mas Carol’ and follows Scrooge’s 
journey from miserable miser to 
transformed citizen. It is very light-
hearted and so so funny, ending 
with exuberant singing. Only six 
characters are involved and it lasts 
about 25 minutes. Just right for 
the coming festive time!
Now, another gem is available. 
This time it is a mini play, which 
follows the same easy and funny 
style of the mini pantos, ‘The Na-
tivity Play.’
Author Iain Campbell says ‘The 
idea came to me when I remem-
bered seeing my children perform 
nativity plays in their primary 
schools and seeing how much fun 
everybody had. One of them even 
included a frog and a giraffe!”
But this new play has a twist be-
cause it is adults acting as the chil-
dren in a nativity school play. The 
result is a totally hilarious perfor-
mance!
All of the mini pantos and the 
nativity play scripts are available 
from the mini pantos website. 
Ordering is easy via the website. 
They cost £24.99 each and are 
a great addition to any social or 
meeting for groups this coming 
festive season and into the new 
year.
www.minipantos.com

For more information contact Iain 
Campbell
T: 01305 768446
M: 0771 8476873
E: iaincampbellgo@yahoo.co.uk
www.minipantos.com

Quiz with Basket Meal
Saturday 25th November - 
7.30pm at the Bridge Inn, Pres-
ton.
£10 per person including choice 
of basket meal. Raffle with all pro-
ceeds to Weldmar Hospicecare 
and 2 Go Mad in Madagascar Trek.
For bookings call 01305 833380 or 
Emma Mansell on 07891 055844. 
Email emmajmansell@gmail.com

Christmas Fair
Saturday 9th December, 2.00 
- 5.00pm at Steve Edmunds 
Church Hall, Ludlow Road, Lane-
house.
Local crafts, refreshments, tom-
bola, raffle, children’s games and 
much more. Tables available at 
£10 each, booked in advance.
Contact 01305 833380 or Emma 
Mansell on 07891 055844. Email 
emmajmansell@gmail.com

Preston Village Market 
Saturday 2nd December
Come along to our last mar-
ket of the year in St Andrew’s 
Church Rooms, Church Road, 
Preston DT3 6BU. 
Our crafters have been busy creat-
ing gifts and cards for Christmas. 
Bulb Bowls will be prepared for 
growing on. 
The resident Avon lady will be in 

attendance as well as our Fairtrade 
stall, along with a lot more. Deli-
cious refreshments available.
This time we are raising funds for 
the following:
Papyrus UK. Dedicated to preven-
tion of suicide in young people 
and promotion of positive mental 
health and well being and the St 
Andrew’s Church Fund.
Free entry but donations to our 
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Our groups now open with 
image therapy

Sue Karen - 07484 647558
Portland Methodist Church Hall

Monday 5.30 &  7.00pm. Tuesday 9.00 & 10.30am.

Wyke Working Men’s Club 
Tuesday 5.30 & 7.00pm.

Sue - 07557 127878
Portland Social Club

Thursday 5.30pm

Lanehouse - Saturday 8.30 & 10.00am.

Call now for more information 

Head Head 
StyleStyle

Opening Times
• Monday Closed
• Tuesday 9.00 - 5.00                 
• Wednesday 9.00 - 5.00
• Thursday 9.00 - 6.00
• Friday 9.00 - 6.00      
• Saturday 8.30 - 1.30

�

Chalbury Corner, Preston, Weymouth

Telephone 01305 834647

Wishing all our clients a 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 

Quality care in Weymouth you can trust
When a family is thinking about care for a loved one, they want the 
best - they want to know that the care home they choose will put 
their loved one’s safety, happiness and wellbeing first.
Anning House is managed by award-winning provider Care UK - one 
of the UK’s most highly successful care home operators* with over 40 
years’ experience of delivering high quality care to older people.
Living at Anning House is all about quality of life. Every colleague in the 
home is passionate about enabling residents to enjoy a fulfilling life-
style, tailored around their unique needs and preferences. The lifestyle 
team organises a huge variety of group and one-to-one activities, with 
plenty going on each day.    
With the extra support that our care home offers, new residents are 
often surprised at what they can do, whether that’s being able to con-
tinue with an activity they’ve enjoyed in the past, or even discovering 
new hobbies with our daily activities.
The purpose-built home is designed for enjoying a luxury lifestyle, with 
en-suite rooms and facilities including a cinema, café, hair and beau-
ty salon, and comfortable lounges and dining rooms. The home also 
boasts stunning gardens with wheelchair friendly pathways – the per-
fect place to spend some time when the weather allows. 
Whether your loved one enjoys a quiet cup of tea in bed before starting 
the day, loves going for strolls in the landscaped grounds, or enjoys a 
chat over a glass of wine, the team at Anning House will spend time to 
enable them to continue living life the way they want to.
Anning House care home, Cross Road, Weymouth DT4 9QX
01305 510 196 careuk.com/anning-house
*As rated by the Care Quality Commission in England and the Care Inspector-
ate in Scotland.

chosen charities would be much 
appreciated.
At our last market we raised £134 
for charity.

Carol Sing-a-long 
St Andrew’s Church Choir is 
leading a Carol Sing-a-long on 
Wednesday  20th December 
6.30 - 7.30pm at The Spice Ship 
on Preston Road, Weymouth 
DT3 6BJ. Everyone welcome!

Local news Continued from page 15

Your councillor update 
Weymouth Town Council (Wyke 
Regis) and Dorset Council (Rod-
well and Wyke Regis) Mayor of 
Weymouth Dorset:-
It has been another busy but en-
joyable month covering councillor 
duties with Mayors engagements. 
And again the request for copy 
has come round so quickly and 
catches me by surprise. Some-
times a little voice inside whispers 
‘don’t do it, no-one will notice’ 
then I get on the bus or go into a 
shop and someone will say ‘ Hello, 

how nice to see you I do love read-
ing your piece in the Register’ So 
hear I am again. I keep mention-
ing the Neighbourhood plan but 
it is important to the long term 
future of our town so do please 
get involved; join the workshops 
or complete the surveys – or both. 
Keep an eye on websites or go 
into the libraries to learn more. 
I have also been involved since 
the start of Dorset Council in the 
formation of the Dorset-wide local 
plan and meetings for this have in-
creased recently. Our neighbour-
hood plan will feed into the Dor-
set plan so it is good to see both 
sides of the picture.
I have recently been invited to join 
an EAP; Executive Advisory Panel 
on Grid Capacity. This is a long-
term strategic overview of the 
power supply and power needs 
of the County. Some very com-

plex statistics and projections but 
a hugely important piece of work 
for the future economy and well-
being of our County. Thankfully, 
we have some very able advisors. 
With my fellow Dorset Council 
ward members Cllr Sutton and 
Cllr Heatley I had a virtual meeting 
with the consultant appointed to 
help with our aspirations in thr use 
of the governments levelling up 
fund. It was no surprise but I was 
very pleased that my colleagues 
shared my views and I theirs. 
Weymouth Town councillors have 
since had an opportunity for the 
same conversations. I will read 
the report with interest when it 
arrives. 
Finally for this section I have had 
a number of very heated discus-
sions with Richard Drax and our 

Continued on page 18
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Cherise Luke-Bennett Cordelia English

Dorset Council Approved
Certifi ed by the Guild Of Master Craftsmen.

Quickmix Driveways Ltd 
cover Portland, Weymouth and Dorchester.

We also clean and seal driveways and patios with our sister 
company REVIVE PRESSURE CLEANING.

Call us today to get your FREE no obligation site survey 
and quotation - 

             01305 823307 - 07774 948245
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DC cabinet members about our 
bus service. I find these conversa-
tions difficult within Dorset Coun-
cil because frankly compared with 
the rural areas we appear well 
served. However, we have fewer 
cars per head of population in 
Weymouth and Portland, lower 
wages and greater need. 
Although when comparing time-
tables our bus service looks good 
the time table does not show the 
number of buses cancelled, run-
ning late or full up. For example, 
waiting at Foords Corner for a bus 
to Weymouth I counted six travel-
ling to Portland. After almost an 
hour one appeared travelling to 
Weymouth, but of course it was 
full! Is the Bermuda Triangle lo-

Local news Continued from page  16

cated on the Island? 
When the buses are fully staffed 
they run well, I believe a recruit-
ment drive is well under way so I 
hope we will see an improvement 
because when it is bad it is horrid. 
Mayoral activities have been busy 
I am still trying hard to support lo-
cal community groups. I had great 
fun during Parliament week host-
ing young people in the new Town 
Hall. Students from All Saints 
Academy and Wyke Brownie Packs 
joined in some lively games and 
fascinating discussions. You can 
see photos and learn more about 
this on the Mayor of Weymouth 
Facebook page. I hope that future 
Mayors will build on this, so if you 
run a group, old or young and 

would like to take part do please 
contact mayor@weymouthtown-
council.gov.uk for next year. I was 
very grateful for the help of our 
Youth Council with this event. A 
great bunch of young people. 
Despite some decidedly iffy 
weather the opening of the St 
John’s community garden was 
dry and even sunny. It was lovely 
to meet all the people who have 
worked so hard to transform the 
garden. People are delighted, my 
thanks to both Weymouth Town 
Council, Dorset Council and to 
Green Fingers and lots of volun-
teers.
The Beach Motocross, run by Pur-
beck Club and Weymouth and 
Portland Lions was a great event. 
Loads of competitors and specta-
tors both local and from much fur-
ther afield. The weather was kind 

again and everyone was very im-
pressed with the event. The Lions 
always do us proud. We tend to 
take things for granted but visitors 
really envy our beautiful town and 
beach and our events
Weymouth Town Council’s Resort 
Team staged the final firework 
event for November 5th. Did you 
see the bonfire? It was spectacular 
and followed by a terrific firework 
display. It was very, very cold but 
dry and clear. The Lions were out 
in force again helping me collect 
for the Mayor’s Christmas Fund. All 
the money raised is given to local 
charities. Go on line to donate to 
donate if you would like to. Again 
I had the opportunity to talk to 
lots of spectators, all loved the 
displays. So many of our visitors 
have been coming here for gen-
erations and will continue to do so 

Seasonal Community Events...
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News continued on page 23

no matter what. Good to hear but 
we must keep working to retain 
everything that is good about our 
town and improve everything that 
needs improvement. 
Please remember the best way 
to contact me is by phone 01305 
839747, 07850060947 or email cll-
rkate.wheller@dorsetcouncil.gov.
uk; cllrkatewheller@weymouth-
towncoouncil.gov.uk and of 
course there is a good chance you 
will find me waiting for the bus at 
Foords Corner. Take care, stay safe 
and God Bless 

Kate 
Cllr Kate Wheller 
Mayor of Weymouth.

Hovis’ listed building 
brought back to 
former glory
A listed building on one of Dor-
set’s most iconic streets has 
been transformed and bought 
back into residential use, thanks 
to collaborative work between 
the owner and Dorset Council. 
The formerly derelict cottage on 
Gold Hill in Shaftesbury, featured 
in the renowned Hovis advert 50 
years ago and has now been re-
moved from the council’s at risk 
register. 
The Grade II cottage, built in the 
17th Century or early 18th Cen-
tury had lain empty, unused and 
in disrepair for five years. 
Dorset Council’s Housing Stand-
ards team, which specialises in 
bringing empty homes back into 

use, managed to trace the previ-
ous owner and explored possibili-
ties for the cottage’s future. 
The council helped to quickly 
bring the property to market and 
in 2021, it attracted widespread 
national interest at an online 
property auction. 
Working closely with the new 
owner, officers have given tailored 

conservation advice and guided 
the restoration from day one, re-
sulting in a building that is func-
tional and complimentary to the 
past and for the future. 
This transformative project rec-
ognises the history and heritage 
of the area and has preserved the 
site for future generations. Owner 
Dexter Parsons has sensitively ren-
ovated the cottage, saving many 
original features. He has used 
traditional building materials and 
techniques to preserve the histori-
cal fabric and make a home fit for 
modern living. 
Find out more about our work on 
bringing empty homes back into 
use and listed buildings.

The Grade II listed property in a der-
elict state, (the restored cottage end 
gable can be seen on the far right in 
the photo on page 23)
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Advent and Christmas in the Parish of Wyke Regis 

Advent and Christmas in the Parish of Wyke Regis 

November 29thNovember 29th,, 6.30pm - Advent film Group - Cineworld Weymouth

December 3rdDecember 3rd,, 6.30pm - Advent Service of light - All Saints Church

December 6thDecember 6th,, 6.30pm - Advent film Group - Cineworld Weymouth

December 13thDecember 13th,,  6.30pm - Advent film Group - Cineworld Weymouth

December 17thDecember 17th,, 6.30pm - Lessons and Carols - a traditional Carol service   

                             All Saints Church

December 20th,December 20th,  6.30pm - Advent film Group - Cineworld Weymouth

December 21st,December 21st, 6.30pm - The longest night - a blue Christmas service 

-                All Saints Church

Christmas EveChristmas Eve

The Nativity 4pm - carols and the Christmas story for all the family - 

informal and fun as we build the Christmas Crib - All Saints Church

The Nativity 7pm - carols and the Christmas story for all the family - 

informal and fun - St. Edmund’s Church

Midnight Mass 11.30pm -  All Saints Church

Christmas DayChristmas Day

9.15am - Family Christmas Eucharist with carols - All Saints Church

11 am - Family Christmas Eucharist with Carols - St Edmund’s Church

Epiphany (6 Jan 24)Epiphany (6 Jan 24)

10-3 Gift Day – All Saints Church - as the wise men brought their gifts to Jesus so we 

invite you to bring a gift for the work of the church in Wyke Regis - The Rector and 

Church members will be present any gift gratefully received- how about paying the 

church running costs for a day? A gift of £200 would cover this - or £1400 for a week.
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Dear Friends 

I can’t tell you how happy Sophie and I are to be in Wyke - and how 
much we are, like you, looking forward to Christmas here. 
We experienced a super welcome when we arrived and when I was 
inducted as the Rector here in October- wonderful to be joined by 
our Mayor, schools, uniformed organisations, welfare societies and 
many others that help in the building of this community. 
Some, however, are not as fortunate to receive such a welcome - 
Jesus - that first Christmas was unable to find welcome or a room, 
save a stable in the company of the animals. Indeed not long after 
his birth he was hounded from his, in fear of death, and had to take 
refuge in a foreign country with different cultures. It is fortunate 
that the country that his parents chose for him was welcoming to this refugee family. We 

are beginning to see, once again, refugees being housed on the barge in Portland harbour- 

let’s ensure that they too can similarly feel welcomed into our community- especially at this 

Christmas time. 
There will be quite a few events in the church this Advent and Christmas - all of which you 

will be very welcome to - we will have Carol services - from the traditional (like you see on 

the telly) to informal family focused ones where we will all be encouraged to belt out our 

favourite carols! We will also introduce a few new things - an Advent film group - a group of us - hopefully 

you? - will go to Weymouth Cineworld to see a film that starts between 6.30 - 7pm, then talk 

about it over a drink in town. Also we will hold a longest night service on December 21st 

this is especially for (but not limited to) those who find Christmas hard, 
who aren’t quite ready to feel jolly and are pushed away from 
those perfect family Christmases we see in the adverts - 
this is a blue Christmas service - listening to the Christmas 
story from a different, more reflective perspective - do 
come and see - all are welcome to everything we do in both 
your churches of the Parish of Wyke Regis. You might see me around in Wyke - in the shops and pub 
- please do come and say hello- I’d love to meet you - and 
if I don’t see you at any of the events planned, have a very 
wonderful Christmas. 

Much love
John

Revd John MacKenzieRector, The Parish of Wyke Regis
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St Nicholas, Buckland Ripers)
The Vicarage, 526 Littlemoor Rd, Weymouth. DT3 5PA (01305) 459971
weymouth.west.ridgeway.vicar@gmail.com (day of rest Monday)
 
Team Administrator
Shirley Mitchell, The Team Office, 4 Church Rd, Preston, Weymouth.  
DT3 6BU (01305) 837147
weymouth.ridgeway.team.office@gmail.com
 
Community Angels
A volunteer service offering companionship, errands, home visits, lifts 
to appointments, activities, shopping etc
(01305) 834866 standrewsangels@hotmail.co.uk

Hall Hire
St Andrew’s Church Rooms, Preston, 
Shirley Mitchell (01305) 837147 sachurchrooms4@gmail.com
St Francis’ Community Room, Littlemoor
Anne Field (01305) 832532 anne_field@talk21.com
Mission Hall, Sutton Poyntz
Maureen Morris (01305) 835533.
Preston Village Hall
Julie Witt, Booking Secretary, Preston Village Hall, Weymouth, Dorset
prestonvillagehallweymouth@gmail.com. 07742 636511.

New Weymouth Ridgeway Team Ministry Newsletter 
If you would like to receive news and information about what is hap-
pening in our churches please contact me on:  weymouth.ridgeway.
team.office@gmail.com or 01305 837147.

Weekday Services at St Nicholas Church, Broadwey
Tuesdays 8.45am  The Angelus and Meditation Broadwey. 
 9.00am  Morning Prayer Broadwey
 10.00am Holy Communion (BCP Upwey 
Wednesdays 8.45am The Angelus and Meditation Broadwey 
 9.00am Morning Prayer with Communion Broadwey 
Thursdays 8.45am The Angelus and Meditation Broadwey 
 9.00am Morning Prayer Broadwey
 10.00am The Holy Eucharist Broadwey
 10.45am Coffee Morning Broadwey
Fridays 8.45am The Angelus with Meditation Broadwey
 9.00am Morning Prayer with communion Broadwey 
Saturdays 8.45am The Angelus and Meditation Broadwey 
 9.00am Morning Prayer Broadwey

† Holy Trinity, Bincombe;  † St Nicholas, Broadwey;  † St Nicholas, 
Buckland Ripers; † St Francis, Littlemoor;  † St Osmund, Osmington;  

† St Andrew, Preston;  † St Laurence, Upwey.
Serving Bincombe, Broadwey, Buckland Ripers, Littlemoor, Nottington, 
Osmington, Overcombe, Preston, Poxwell, Ringstead, Sutton Poyntz, & 

Upwey
Worship and information is available at  www.weymouthridgeway.org.uk

The Weymouth Ridgeway Team offers a wide range of services 
and a warm welcome to all.

Normal Sunday worship in church
8.00am St Andrew’s, Preston (1st)
8.00am St Osmund’s, Osmington (3rd)
8.30am Holy Trinity, Bincombe
9.15am St Andrew’s, Preston (2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th)
9.15am St Andrew’s Church Rooms (1st)
9.30am St Nicholas, Broadwey
10.15am St Francis’, Littlemoor
10.30am St Osmund’s, Osmington (1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th)
11.00am St Laurence, Upwey
4.00pm St Nicholas, Buckland Ripers
6.00pm St Francis’, Littlemoor (2nd) Prayer Meeting
6.30pm St Francis’, Littlemoor (4th) Celtic Prayer

Weekday Worship
7.30pm Tues   Candlelight Service   St Andrew’s
12.45pm Wed   Prayer Meeting   St Francis’
08.00am Thurs   Morning Prayer   St Francis’
12.00pm Fri   Prayer Meeting   St Andrew’s
07.00pm Fri(1st)  Revival Prayer Meeting   St Francis
(For weekday services at St Nicholas see separate paragraph

Carols
17th December
6.00pm St Osmund’s Church, Osmington
21st December
5.00pm In the Shopping Precinct, Littlemoor
6.30pm St Andrew’s Church, Preston

24th December Christmas Eve
Benefice Christmas Eve Communion Service
10.15am St Francis’ Church, Littlemoor 
(Please note there will be no morning services at the other church-
es in the Benefice)
Crib Service
4.30pm at St Andrew’s, Preston
Christingle
6.30pm at St Francis’, Littlemoor
Midnight Service
11.00pm St Andrew’s Church, Preston

25th December Christmas Day
9.15am Morning Worship at St Andrew’s, Preston
9.30am Morning Worship at St Francis’, Littlemoor
9.30am Holy Communion at St Osmund’s, Osmington

S¶ACES to grow in faith
Tue 10.00am Ridgeway Bible Study Group [fortnightly] Preston 
(01305) 834604

Who’s Who
Team Rector
Rev’d James Menzies - The Vicarage, 2 Primula Close, Littlemoor, Wey-
mouth. DT3 6SL (01305) 835921 revjamesmenzies@outlook.com  
(day of rest Monday)
 
Team Vicar
Rev’d Philip Elliott
(Holy Trinity, Bincombe; St Laurence, Upwey; St Nicholas, Broadwey;  

The Ridgeway Churches

All Saints & St Edmunds Churches
Parish of Wyke Regis All 
Saints and St Edmund’s 
Churches
All Saints Church, Portland Road, 
Wyke Regis is now open normally 
from 9.30 until 5.30pm for visitors 
and private prayer. Please call in, 
you are most welcome.
Rector: Rev’d John MacKenzie

Sundays
8.00am Said Communion. BCP 
(unless Rector is away.)
First Sunday of the month 9.30am 
Café Church, with refreshments 
beforehand.
All other Sundays 9.30am Sung 
Holy Communion, followed by re-
freshments.
Fridays
10.30am Said Holy Communion, 
followed by refreshments. 
Tuesday – Friday: Morning prayer 
in the church at 9.00am.
Saturdays

Third Saturday of the month Cof-
fee Morning. All are welcome to 
join us for coffee, tea, cakes, books, 
Fairtrade stall and, of course, chat.

Livestream
Our 9.30 am Sunday services are 
also livestreamed. An order of ser-
vice is published each week so you 
can join in with the hymns and 
prayers. You can connect via any 
of the following links:
Youtube – youtube.com/user/
WykeRegisChurch/live
Facebook – facebook.com/
groups/allsaintswyke
Parish website – parishofwykere-
gis.og.uk/live 
Our weekly Pew Sheet is also pub-
lished on the website with up to 
date news and the readings for 
the service.
St Edmund’s Church, Lane 
House Rocks Road is open for:
Sundays
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Every fortnight 11.00am Sung 
Holy Communion alternating with 
Service of the Word.
Thursdays during term time.
1.00pm Little Saints Baby and Tod-
dlers Group. Please bring along 
your children, grandchildren or 
Godchildren and meet up with 
others. All welcome.
In addition to the livestream ser-
vice the parish also runs a live lo-
cal news programme at 6.00pm 
on Saturdays and a quiz at 7.30pm 
the same evening. These can be 
accessed using the livestream 
links above.
If you want to get in touch with 
us, we can be contacted on 01305 
784649 or email info@parishof-
wykeregis.org.uk

Forthcoming All Saints 
Church Events
Portland Coves in Concert
Wyke Regis Memorial Hall, Satur-
day 2nd December, 7.30pm
Concert before the Wyke Christ-
mas Fayre
Enjoy an evening with the Port-
land Coves and their ‘Celtic roots 
music with a twist’. Cash bar. Tick-
ets £7.50, online from  https://
ww.parishofwykeregis.org.uk/
events, from 07966 429161 and 
07710 096174, or on the door.

Film Night: Merry Christmas
Wyke Regis Memorial Hall, Satur-
day 9th December, 7.00pm (doors 

open 6.30pm). 2005 war drama 
film based on the Christmas truce 
of 1914. Against all the odds, four 
unlikely individuals from oppos-
ing sides bond during this blood-
less respite, to experience the 
hope and goodness of human-
ity. Written and directed by Chris-
tian Carion. 
Certificate 12.  Entry £5.50, in-
cludes glass of wine or soft drink. 
Reserve your seat at  https://
www.parishofwykeregis.org.uk/
events or on 07710 096174.

Music and Carols for Christmas 
with Weymouth Concert Brass 
All Saints Church, Saturday 15th 
December, 7.30pm.Free concert! 
Come and listen to some lovely 
Christmas brass music and also 
sing some of your favourite carols. 
Cash bar and retiring collection 
with all money raised going to 
The Nest Community Shop, Wey-
mouth. So please come along and 
support this event and bring your 
friends and families too.

All Saints Church Coffee Morn-
ing 
Saturday 16th December, 10.00am 
to midday. All are welcome to join 
us for our Christmas themed Cof-
fee Morning: coffee, tea, cakes, 
books, Fairtrade stall, music and, 
of course, chat.

Advent and Christmas Services 

in the Parish of Wyke Regis.
Sunday 3rd December, 6.30pm - 
Advent Service of light, All Saints 
Church.
Sunday 17th December, 6.30pm - 
Service of Lessons and Carols - a 
traditional Carol service All Saints 
Church.
Thursday 21st December, 6.30pm, 
The longest night - a blue Christ-
mas service, All Saints Church.
Christmas Eve
4.00pm -The Nativity, carols and 
the Christmas story for all the 
family - informal and fun as we 
build the Christmas Crib, All Saints 
Church.
7.00pm - The Nativity, carols and 
the Christmas story for all the fam-
ily - informal and fun, St Edmund’s 
Church.
11.30pm - Midnight Mass, All 
Saints Church.
Christmas Day
9.15am - Family Christmas Eucha-
rist with carols, All Saints Church.
11 am - Family Christmas Eucharist 
with Carols, St Edmund’s Church.
Epiphany (6th January 2024)
10am to 3pm Gift Day at All Saints 
Church - as the wise men brought 
their gifts to Jesus so we invite you 
to bring a gift for the work of the 
church in Wyke Regis.The Rector 
and Church members will be pres-
ent any gift gratefully received. 
How about paying the church 
running costs for a day? A gift of 
£200 would cover this or £1400 for 

a week.

Regular parish activities
Monday Walking Group – meet at 
Bincleaves Green at 10.00am.
Fellowship Group meeting 
2.00pm .
Craft Group - Thursdays at All 
Saints, fortnightly.
Singing for Fun – monthly at All 
Saints.
Friday Choir Practice – All Saints 
5.45pm.
Art Groups: Leader Janet Hall. 
01305 839737
Two groups which meet twice a 
month to work informally with 
paint and other media. No expe-
rience necessary. Check for space 
before coming.
Coming Events at All Saints Church
Events at St Edmund’’s Church

Christmas Table Top Sales
Saturday 9th December. 2-4pm 
in St Edmund’s Church Hall. Tea, 
cakes and a warm welcome. Raf-
fles, prizes. £5 in advance to hire a 
table. Call Julie on 07979 375263)
A Celebration of Christmas
Come and experience again the 
story of the first Christmas in art, 
craft, music and word in All Saints 
Church. December 16th  to De-
cember 24th 10.00am to 3.30pm. 
Look out for further details in the 
next few weeks!

How do you say that?How do you say that?
Or rather, when did we do that? Advent, the four weeks lead-
ing up to Christmas Day, used to be one of the two periods the 
Church could not marry you. If you are lucky enough to have 
records of your ancestors going back a long way, you quite 
often see their weddings on December 26th, or at the end of 
Lent, the other period without Church masses.
Most of us have the feeling that Christmas fever starts earlier every 
year. I like to resist it till after Remembrance Day, but with mince 
pies in the shops year-round it’s hard. Our forefathers didn’t start 
Christmas till much later, but they finished it later too... Old Christ-
mas is now our January 6th, Epiphany, for reasons too complicated 
to go into here. And Christmastide finished at Candlemas, 2nd Feb-
ruary, by which time your evergreens need to be out of your house. 
It’s a long time, but the days were short, dark and cold, and both 
humans and farm animals would rather stay in and eat their food 
stores.
So have a happy Christmas and New Year (which also used to start 
much later... at the end of March!) and may you and your loved 
ones have as much light, warmth and food as you wish.

GS

The original Hovis “boy on the bike” has returned to the scene of the iconic 
advert 50 years after it first aired. Carl Barlow was 13 when he starred in the 
commercial, pushing a bike with a basket of bread up Gold Hill in Dorset.
The advert was once voted the most iconic of all time, and the cobbled 
Shaftesbury street went on to become a popular tourist destination.

Mayor’s Christmas 
Fund Appeal is now 
open for donations!
If you or your organisation can 
help the Mayor of Weymouth 
spread some Christmas joy in 
the town this year, Weymouth 
Town Council would love to hear 
from you. 
Mayor Cllr Kate Wheller is on the 

lookout for organisations to do-
nate to the annual Christmas Fund 
appeal. 
Last year’s fund raised over £1,000 
which was shared between or-
ganisations including The Lantern 
Trust, The Bus Shelter, food banks, 
the Veterans Hub, Samaritans, 
The Nest, MV Freedom and many 
more. 
Mayor of Weymouth, Cllr Kate 

Wheller, said: ‘If you can help, 
please consider making a dona-
tion as it really will make a differ-
ence to different communities in 
Weymouth.’ 
Cheques can be made payable to 
‘The Mayor’s Christmas Fund’ and 
sent to: 

Mayor’s Christmas Fund, Wey-
mouth Town Council, Commercial 
Road, Weymouth, DT4 8NG. 
For more details on how to make 
a donation, please email mayor@
weymouthtowncouncil.gov.uk
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ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS (PRIVATE AND PLAN)

• Plumbing 

• Heating

• Boilers

• Radiators

• Boiler servicing

• Gas safety inspections

• Bathrooms

01305 772774

Heating Ltd

ABOUT SHOWROOM SHINE:
I am a Mobile Car Valet & Detailer
I use high quality Autoglym products
I am competitively priced
I cover Dorset
Please contact me for details of my service

AUTOGLYM TRAINED
I use 100% Ultra Plush sheepskin washmits with a two bucket, 
grit guard method for a Showroom Shine every time.


